BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE # 101-10
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY IN THE COUNTY OF
HUNTERDON AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING THE
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury in the

County of Hunterdon and the State of New Jersey as follows:

The following matters, things, conditions or acts and each of them are hereby declared to

be the Property Maintenance Code of this municipality:
SECTION 1

Title. This ordinance shall be known as the Property Maintenance Code of the Borough of

Bloomsbury, hereinafter referred to as “this Code”.

1.1 Purpose. This Code shall be constructed to secure its expressed intent, which is to
ensure public health, safety and welfare insofar as residents are affected by the continued
occupancy and maintenance of structures and premises. Nothing in this code shall be construed

to cancel, modify or set aside any provision of the Borough of Bloomsbury Zoning Ordinance.
SECTION 2
DEFINITIONS

2.1  Graffiti: Any and every name, identification, description, announcement, declaration,
demonstration, display, illustration or insignia, other than advertising which is otherwise
provided for in this Code or other ordinances of the Borough, which, without authorization, is
marked, written, drawn, painted, scratched, inscribed, or affixed directly to or upon any of the
following objects or structures: public or private curbstone, flagstone, or any portion or party of
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any sidewalk or street or upon any tree, lamppost, utility pole, postal mail receptacle, sign,
hydrant, fence, door, wall, window, garage, enclosure, vehicle, bridge, pier or upon or within any

other public or private structure, building or premises.

2.2 Inoperable Motor Vehicle: A vehicle, including any auto, bus, truck, van, motorcycle,
trailer or boat, which cannot be lawfully driven or used upon the public streets for reasons
including but not limited to being unlicensed, unregistered, wrecked, abandoned, in a state of
disrepair, or incapable of being moved under its own power for motor vehicles, or in the case of
a boat, if incapable of being used as a means of transportation on water and/or if not currently

registered in accordance with New Jersey law.

2.3 Litter: Any papers, newspapers, packaging, bags, plastics, cups, containers, cans and

other similar materials lying scattered about that are subject to movement by any wind or breeze.
SECTION 3
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

3.1  Emergency Phone Contact: The owner of any leased or rented property shall provide
each tenant with the name and phone number of a responsible person who, in emergency
situations, will be available on a 24-hour basis and who has the authority to make repairs to the

building and premises as needed.
SECTION 4
EXTERIOR PROPERTY AREAS

4.1 Public Areas: All public sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, parking spaces,
parking lots and similar areas shall be kept in a proper state of repair, and maintained free from

hazardous conditions including snow.
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4.2 Weeds and Grass: All improved premises and exterior property shall be maintained
free from weeds or plant growth in excess of eight (8) inches. All noxious weeds shall be
prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual, biennial and perennial plants and
vegetation which are propagated by seed or vegetative parts, which are of little value and
compete with cultivated plants or may affect the health of humans or animals, other than trees

and shrubs. However, this term shall not include cultivated flowers and gardens.

Upon failure by the owner or agent to comply with the notice of violation, any duly authorized
agent of the Borough or contractor hired by the Borough shall be authorized to enter upon the
property in violation and remedy the violation thereon and costs for such remedy shall be paid by

the owner or agent responsible for the property.

4.3 Rodent Harborage: All structures and exterior property shall be kept free from rodent
harborage and infestation. Where rodents are found, they shall be promptly exterminated by
approved processes which will not be injurious to human health. After extermination, proper
precautions shall be taken to eliminate rodent harborage and prevent reinfestation. There shall
be no accumulation of rubbish, boxes, wood, lumber, scrap metal or any other materials so that

rodent harborage exists.

4.4 Motor Vehicles, Boats, and Trailers: No inoperative, unlicensed, and or unregistered,
motor vehicle, boat or trailer, shall be parked, kept or stored, on any premises, and no vehicle
shall at any time be in a state of major disassembly, disrepair or in the process of being stripped

or dismantled.

4.5 Graffiti Removal. All exterior and interior structure surfaces must be kept clean and
free of graffiti, as graffiti is defined in Section 2.1. Surfaces which have been exposed to graffiti

must be cleaned, painted or in some manner covered by the affected owner of the property or
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aperture so as to effect the complete removal of the graffiti from that surface and to return the

surface to a clean condition.

4.6 Grass: All premises, including vacant land and park ways, shall have grass, or other

forms of ground cover provided and maintained.

4.7 Trees: Trees with dead limbs or branches which are or may become hazardous to
persons or property in the vicinity shall have such limbs or branches removed. Trees which are

dead or dying shall be removed.

4.8 Encroachment: Any plant growth which shall encroach on the public way or affect
movement or vision of pedestrians or vehicles on the public way shall be trimmed to allow for

unobstructed vision and passage of persons, pedestrians and vehicles.

4.9 Furniture: Any furniture placed exterior of a building shall have been constructed for
such exterior use and shall be constructed of materials that are water and weather-proof and
resistant to rot, mildew, mold, decay and insect infestation. Exterior type furniture shall not be

required in spaces which are completely enclosed and protected from the exterior elements.
SECTION 5
NOTICES AND ORDERS

5.1 Notice. The Borough, or any duly authorized Code or Law Enforcement Official, shall

cause a notice to be issued to the applicable property owner when violations are noted.

52  Form. Such notice prescribed in Section 5.1 shall be in accordance with all of the

following:
1. Be in writing.

2. Include a description of the real estate sufficient for identification.
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3. Include a statement of the violation or violations and why the notice is being issued.

4, Include a correction order allowing a reasonable time to make the repairs and
improvements required to bring the dwelling unit, structure or premises into

compliance with the provision of this code.
5. Inform the property owner of the right to appeal.
6. Include a statement that the Borough may file a lien in accordance with Section 6.1.

5.3 Method of Service. Such notice shall be deemed to be properly served if a copy thereof

1. Delivered personally which shall include service upon an employee; or

2. Sent by first-class mail, express mail, overnight carrier or certified mail addressed to

the last known address; or
3. Posted in a conspicuous place in or about the structure affected by such notice; or

4, Sent by facsimile machine (fax) to a party who has agreed in writing to accept notice

by such means.
SECTION 6
APPEAL

6.1  Application for Appeal: Any person (“the Petitioner”) affected by a decision of the
Code Official or a notice, or order issued under this Code shall have the right to appeal to the
Borough Council, within fifteen (15) days after the day of the decision, notice, or order was
served. For purposes of this Section, a decision, notice or order is “served” upon delivery, in the
case of personal delivery, or posting on the structure affected by such notice and, in the case of

mailing, five (5) days after deposit in the U.S. Mail with first-class postage prepaid. The Code
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Official shall transmit the appeal to Borough Council within three (3) business days of its filing.
A person is “affected” for the purpose of an appeal pursuant to this section when the person has a
material or definitive interest in the decision, notice, or order of the Code Official. An appeal
shall be based on a claim that the true intent of this Code, or the rules legally adopted thereunder,
have been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of this Code do not fully apply, or the
requirements of this Code are adequately satisfied by other means. Appeal must be in writing and
include a statement of the proposal, together with any and all documentation which would aid the

Board in its deliberations.

6.2 Hearing: The Borough Council shall hear appeal at next occurring meeting, unless less
than five (5) days of the filing of an appeal. The Borough shall give written notice of the
meeting date and time to the Petitioner. Notice shall be given of the time, place, and purpose of
the public hearing by posting on the premises which is the subject of the hearing a notification of

the same, not less than three (3) days before the hearing to which it refers.

6.3  Council Decisions: Council decisions shall be in writing and issued within two (2)
business days after the close of the hearing. In reaching its decision, the Council may consider
whether the decision, notice, or order appealed from was based upon a correct interpretation of
this Code, on the rules legally adopted thereunder, whether the provisions of the Code do not
fully apply, or whether the requirements of this Code are adequately satisfied by other means.
The Petitioner shall establish by a clean preponderance of the evidence that his proposal is
equivalent or superior to the adopted Code requirement. The decision shall state that the
decision is a final administrative decision which may be appealed to the Superior Court within
forty-five (45) days of delivery of the decision. Failure to secure the concurring votes of a
majority of Council members present where a quorum has been obtained shall be deemed a

confirmation of the original decision.
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6.4  Effect of Appeal: The appeal shall stay the decision, notice, or order appealed from,
unless the Code Official certifies to the Borough after the appeal has been filed that a stay would
in the Code Official’s opinion cause imminent peril to life or property. In such case, the
suspension or revocation shall not be stayed unless a restraining order is issued by a court of

competent jurisdiction, and then only in due cause can be conclusively shown.
SECTION 7
VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

7.1 Prosecution of Violations. Any person failing to comply with a notice of violation or
order served in accordance with Section 5 shall be deemed guilt of a violation of this code, and
the violation shall be deemed a strict liability offense. If the notice of violation is not complied
with, the code official shall institute the appropriate proceeding at law or in equity to restrain,
correct or abate such violation, or to require the removal or termination of the unlawful
occupancy of the structure in violation of the provisions of this code or of the order of direction
made pursuant hereto. Any action taken by the authority having jurisdiction on such remises
shall be charged against the real estate upon which the structure is located and shall be a lien

upon such real estate.

7.2 Violation Penalties. Any person found to have violated any provision of this code,

adopted hereby, shall be guilty of an offense punishable as follows:
(a) A fine for a first violation In the amount of $75.00
(b) A fine for a second violation in the amount of $200.00
(c) A fine for a Third violation in the amount of $375.00

A separate offense may be deemed to have been committed upon each such violation.
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Repealer:
All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent with this Ordinance shall be

repealed as to their inconsistencies only.

Mark R. Peck, Mayor

Lisa A. Burd, RMC
Borough Clerk/Administrator

First Reading: May 25, 2010
Publication:  June 15, 2010

Public Hearing: June 22, 2010
Adoption: June 22, 2010
Publication: July 1, 2010
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