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Recycling Presentations at BES 

How to Rid Yourself of Stuff While Helping Others Less Fortunate 

On November 15, 2007 Jennifer Wanisko of the Hunterdon County 
Department of Parks and Recreation presented three assemblies on 
recycling to the students of Bloomsbury Elementary School.  The pro-
gram was both interactive, and PowerPoint driven; and the presenta-
tion was adjusted for all grade levels, pre-K through 8th grades. 
It was easy to see that the students were awed by the statistics re-
lated to recycling vs. discarding of our planet’s waste.  Among the 
‘WOW’ factors was the amount of aluminum discarded in a 3 month 
period…enough to completely rebuild all the commercial airplanes in 
use today! 
A group ‘yuk’ response was elicited when the students were shown a 
typical landfill!  But they were genuinely pleased to learn that be-
cause of recycling efforts, there are 79% fewer landfill sites today then there were over 15 years ago. 
The issue of composting drew an excited ripple through the group of 3rd/4th/and 5th graders.  They have ‘hands on’ experi-
ence with composting at BES. 
All in all, the program was well received.  And parents visiting the school for Education Week reported that their chil-
dren are still talking about it.  This program was sponsored by the Bloomsbury Environmental Commission. 

The Bloomsbury Environmental Commission willingly corrects factual mistakes. If you 
think that we have made an error in a news story please contact Christine Hall 479-6629 

Clothing: Donate women’s professional outfits to Dress for Success (www.dressforsuccess.org), a nonprofit that helps 
disadvantage women find jobs. The Salvation Army (www.salvationarmy.org) will take your clothes with open arms. 
Eyeglasses: Whether they’re out of style or just an old prescription, don’t chuck your old glasses. Check with your local 
Lions Club or LensCrafters for info on the Gift of Sight program (www.givethegiftofsight.org) 
Shoes: More than 16 million pairs of sneakers have been recycled through projects like Nike’s Reuse- A Shoe
(www.nike.com/nikebiz/ruseashoe) 
Medications: More than 80% of rivers sampled contained chemicals from prescription meds, largely because of flushed 
or dumped meds. The Starfish Project (www.starfishproject.org) redistributes certain meds to countries in Africa. For 
expired prescriptions, call your local pharmacy to see if it’ll accept them for incineration. 
Cell phones: Rather than sending your expired handset to join the 500 million mobile phones already in landfills, 
check out Collective Good (www.collectivegood.com) where you can turn cell donations into cash for your choice of char-
ity. 
Computers: About three quarters of obsolete PCs are sent to landfills. The Cristina Foundation (www.christina.org) 
will pick up any old but working machine for redistribution to someone who can use it. 
Fax machines: Clear some space in your office by sending and receiving faxes digitally via fax (www.efax.com) or My 
Fax (www.myfax.com), then list your machine at Throwplace (www.throwplace.org) and send it in as a donation. 
Ink: The average printer cartridge can take more than 450 years to decompose. The Funding Factory 
(www.fundingfactory.com) and RecycleFund (www.recyclefund.com) will give cash for empty cartridges. 
Books: Drop off unwanted books at your local library or trade them in at your local used bookstore. 
Computer CD’s, DVD’s, Jewel Cases, VHS Tapes: Recycle these through Art Recycling (www.artrecycling.org), a 
nonprofit that helps people with disabilities find work. GreenDisk (www.greendisk.com). 
Appliances: Looking to upgrade your oven or fridge and need a place to donate your old one? Habitat for Humanity 
(www.habitat.org) a charity that builds homes for those who can’t afford them will pass along your in working condi-
tion castoffs to a family in need. 
*Source: ReadyMade and Ideal Bite 



The Bloomsbury Environmental Com-
mission is pleased to announce our 2nd 
annual Spring clean up in celebration 
of Earth Day 2007.  Please join us on 
Sunday, April 22nd, 2007 as we all 
work towards a cleaner and 
greener Bloomsbury.   
We are seeking volunteers 
to help with the clean up of 
the woods located at Mayor 
Ed Tuxhorn Municipal 
Park from 12:00 am to 4:00 
pm. We will concentrate 
our clean up to the wooded 
area surrounding the park 
to remove large debris and 
litter. Clean up crews will 
be provided with work 
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“When we heal the earth, we heal ourselves” 
-David Orr- 
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REMEMBER TO RECYCLE 

gloves, snacks and water.   
To register for the clean up or for more in-
formation call the Bloomsbury Environ-
mental Commission at 479-4200 or email 
ilsegoshen@earthlink.net 

Volunteers sought for clean up of woods at Mayor Tuxhorn Municipal Park 

Water usage has increased six-fold in the 20 to 21st century, at twice the rate of popula-
tion growth. A hundred years ago Americans used as little as 7 gallons of water per day 
but today with easy access, usage has skyrocketed to more than 145 gallons of water 
daily!  While people in most parts of Africa and Asia walk for hours to collect their wa-
ter ration which they then carry back to their homes, we in America may simply turn on 
a shower or faucet and have water cascading into our sinks and bathtubs. As Mayor 
Peck has pointed out we here in Bloomsbury are using many many gallons of water. As 
we all become more environmentally aware we should  acknowledge our individual part 
in the superfluous use of so much water.  Of course reducing the amount of water we 
use  will also reduce our water bills - a good thing for us all!   With this in mind here are 
some water conservation tips that we hope can be easily implemented. 

Why Should the Residents of Bloomsbury Conserve Water? 

Every day is Earth 
Day.   

~Author Unknown 
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Toilets use 27 percent of the water use in our homes.  Older toilets had no restrictions on the amount of water they 
used per ‘flush’.  The newer toilets on sale are lower volume (1.6 gal.) units.  Also, become aware of flushing the 
toilet unnecessarily for the disposal of  items that could easily be disposed of in the garbage e.g. tissues, bugs. 

Install a simple and inexpensive device called an Aerator on your faucets.  These screw into your existing faucet, 
cost between $3 - $10 each and reduce the flow of water at the source.  Available in Home Depot.   

Outside use a narrow hose rather than a wide one.  This reduces the amount of water flow which sometimes gushes 
out wastefully.  Adding a good nozzle to your hose which allows for strong flow of water when necessary or 
weak flow when required will also help conserve and save.   

Teach the children in your house to turn off faucets while brushing their teeth and turn faucet off while not directly 
needed in shower time.  This would be while applying soap or shampoo.   Grown-ups shaving should turn off 
faucet while shaving.  Over a year, this alone could save hundreds of gallons of water which  translates into 
your dollars saved. 

Did you know most car washes re-cycle their water?  So rather than being a 
water wasteful action having your car washed in a commercial ‘car wash’ 
actually conserves water.  If you do choose to wash it yourself please try 
to wash it over a grassy lawn.  The soil underneath absorbs the chemicals 
from the soap and allows the water to slowly leach its way to the Muscon-
etcong.  Water laden with soap chemicals that just flows directly into the 
river carries the chemicals undiluted, with it.    

Cut a hole into a large plastic barrel and connect to the end of your house gut-
ter.  The rain draining from the gutter will collect into the barrel which 
can be then used for watering lawns, plants, pet drinking water, bird 
ponds etc.                                                                  Source:  Waterinfo.org 

Why Should the Residents of Bloomsbury Conserve Water? (continued from page 1) 
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The development of an Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI) for 
Bloomsbury is now completed.  To help residents  better understand 
the natural resources in the Borough the Environmental Commission 
hosted an evening presentation at the Bloomsbury Elementary School 
in January.  If you missed that presentation, don’t worry extra copies 
of the full report, which includes numerous maps, is available for you 
to borrow from the Borough Hall.  Contact the Borough Clerk, Lisa 
Burd, to arrange for a copy. 

Information from the report will now be used by the Planning Board to 
update the Borough’s Master Plan and implement measures intended 
to  protect the natural resources in our community. 

Bloomsbury Environmental Resource 
Inventory Completed 

Sample map from the ERI showing the Borough’s  
Open Space, Recreation, and Historic Sites 

As part of the Clean Communities grant secured by the Environmental Commission we will be conducting some 
cleaning of the storm drains along the streets in town.  This cleaning will remove debris that we would not want to 
have flushed into the Musconetcong River as well as open up some of the pipes that may be clogged.   
Please remember that the storm drains in the street are only for conveying stormwater after it rains.  NEVER 
dump any material in these drains.  This includes lawn clippings, leaves, pet waste, or other garbage.  These 
drains are piped directly to the river with no filtering or treatment. 

Spring Cleaning in the Storm Drains 
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Backyard Composting Pilot Program 

The Bloomsbury Environmental Com-
mission (BEC) is looking at ways to re-
duce the amount of tonnage to our mu-
nicipals solid waste collection.  One pro-
gram that has been used successfully in 
other communities is composting. Back-
yard composting is an attractive, simple 
method of managing organic wastes 
from both the kitchen and the garden. 
The rich, dark earthy material produced 
by backyard composting is an excellent 
soil conditioner when added to vegetable 
gardens, flower beds, window boxes and 
potted plants. 

To get started, all you need is a compost 
bin. The BEC has contacted Rainbow 
Environmental Products to help set up a 
pilot program that will offer residents 
backyard compost bins at a low cost. If 
the BEC is successful in signing up at 
least 25 committed residents we will be 
able to purchase these containers at a 
reduced cost of $40.00 each. 

If any residents are interested in par-
ticipating or learning more about com-
posting please contact Ilse Goshen at 
479-6716, 

The Bloomsbury Environmental Commission willingly corrects factual mistakes. If you 
think that we have made an error in a news story please contact Christine Hall 479-6629 

 

  □  YES, I want to reduce the solid waste going to the landfill AND create compost to enrich the soil in       
my lawn and garden.  I want to participate in the Bloomsbury Backyard Composting Program and 
understand that through the program I will be able to purchase a composting bin for a reduced cost 
of $40.00 

  

 Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Phone: _________________________________________ 
  

 Please complete this form and send it to Ilse Goshen, 69 Main Street, Bloomsbury NJ 



91 Brunswick Avenue 
Bloomsbury, New Jersey 08804 

Bloomsbury Environmental 
Commission  
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Santa Claus came early for lovers of the Musconetcong River. On December 22, 2006, 
the President signed into law bill S. 1096, the "Musconetcong Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act," which designates portions of the Musconetcong River as a component of the     
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.   

The bill passed the Senate in December of 2005 and passed the House in July of 2006. 
The final step, passage of the Senate bill by the House to ensure that identical legisla-
tion is recorded in both houses, occurred at 2:00 a.m. on Saturday December 9, just 
hours before the end of the 109th Congress. The signing of S 1096 makes two separate 
segments of the Musconetcong River, a total of 24.2 miles, a part of the National Wild 
and Scenic River System.  One of these segments includes all of Bloomsbury Borough. 

With this designation items identified in the River Management Plan will be eligible for funding from 
the National Park Service.  This means more resources to protect our river resources.  If you would like 
to learn more about the Wild and Scenic designation for the river please visit the Musconetcong        
Watershed Association website at www.musconetcong.org.  You can even buy a cool t-shirt to show your 
support for our Wild and Scenic Musconetcong! 

Adapted from www.musconetcong.org 

Musconetcong River — Officially Wild and Scenic  

Only when the last tree has 
died and the last river been 
poisoned and the last fish 

been caught will we realize 
we cannot eat money.  
 ~Cree Indian Proverb 
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Just one compact fluorescent bulb in every U.S. home would save enough energy to light more than 2.5 million 
homes for a year and prevent as much greenhouse gas as taking 800,000 cars off the road.  Now there’s a bright idea.   

Source: Energy Star (energystar.gov) 

 

REMEMBER TO RECYCLE 

We’ve all heard about how switching you regular light fixtures to Compact Florescent bulbs 
(CFL) can save you money and help the environment, but how many of us in town have truly 
embraced this and made the switch in our homes?  If you haven’t tried CFLs in your house 
yet, here’s some information that will help you make the right choice and give them a try.  
• ENERGY STAR qualified bulbs use about 75 percent less energy than standard in-

candescent bulbs and last up to 10 times longer.  
• Save about $30 or more in electricity costs over each bulb's lifetime.  
• Produce about 75 percent less heat, so they're safer to operate and can cut energy 

costs associated with home cooling.  
• Are available in different sizes and shapes (including 3-way bulbs) to fit in almost any 

fixture, for indoors and outdoors.  
• The bulbs come on quickly; their light is bright, white, steady, and 

silent (unlike the CFLs from the early 1990s) 
This type of energy savings means that if every one of 110 million 
American households bought just one CFL bulb, took it home, and 
screwed it in the place of an ordinary 60-watt bulb, the energy saved 
would be enough to power a city of 1.5 million people. One bulb 
swapped out, enough electricity saved to power all the homes in Dela-
ware and Rhode Island. In terms of oil not burned, or greenhouse 
gases not exhausted into the atmosphere, one bulb is equivalent to tak-
ing 1.3 million cars off the roads. 
The single greatest source of greenhouse gases in the United States is 
power plants--half our electricity comes from coal plants. One bulb 
swapped out: enough electricity saved to turn off two entire power 
plants--or skip building the next two. 
Just one bulb per home. The typical U.S. house has between 50 and 100 "sockets" (astonish 
yourself: Go count the bulbs in your house). So what if we all bought and installed two 
bulbs? Five? Fifteen? 
CFLs don't just work, they pay for themselves. They use so little power compared with old 
reliable bulbs, a $3 CFL pays for itself in lower electric bills in about five months. Screw one 
in, turn it on, and it's not just lighting your living room, it's dropping quarters in your 
pocket. The advantages pile up in a way to almost make one giddy. Compact fluorescents, 
even in heavy use, last 5, 7, 10 years. Years. Install one on your 30th birthday; it may be 
around to help illuminate your 40th.      

Sources: fastcompany.com and energystar.gov 

A Bright Idea for Saving Money and the Environment 

Nature provides a 
free lunch, but only 

if we control our 
appetites.  
 ~William  

Ruckelshaus 
Business Week, 18 

June 1990 
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Bicycle Recycling Tips  

The Environmental Commission applauds Steve Weber, Head Custodian at Bloomsbury Elemen-
tary School for his recycling initiative.  In addition to maintaining containers in the cafeteria for 
plastics and aluminum, Steve has made arrangements with Raritan Valley Disposal to pick up 
recyclable paper.  Blue bins for collecting the paper have been placed in every classroom, in the 
office areas, and in the Faculty workroom.  While the plastic and cans are picked up each month as 
part of Bloomsbury’s recycling program, Raritan Valley picks up the recyclable paper once a week.  
Steve’s records show that during the calendar year 2006, the BES generated .82 tonnage of mixed 
recyclable paper.  Thank you, Steve, for being proactive for the environment.  Keep up the good 
work! 

2007 Bloomsbury Environmental 
Commission Members 

 

Ilse Goshen, Chair 479-6716 

Cathy Foulk  479-1101 

Ken Robbins  479-4880 

Christine Hall  479-6629 

Sheila de Barra  479-0013 

Backyard Compost Program 

The Bloomsbury Environmental Commission 
was successful in signing up 25 committed resi-
dents for the Backyard Compost Program.  We 
distributed the compost bins to 25 residents 
over Memorial Day weekend. We are hoping 
the composting program will have a direct re-
sult in reducing the tonnage of our municipal’s 
solid waste collection.  Yard trimmings and 
food residuals together constitute 24 percent of 
the U.S. municipal solid waste stream. That’s a 
lot of waste to send to landfills when it could 
become useful and environmentally beneficial 
compost instead. It is not too late to join in on 
the backyard compost program.  If any resi-
dents are interested in purchasing a compost 
bin at the reduced rate of $40.00 please contact 
Ilse Goshen at 479-6716. 

Our second annual Earth Day clean up was a huge success.  There were 13  volunteers who 
helped remove 1.43 tons of trash and rusty debris from the woods at Mayor Tuxhorn Mu-
nicipal Park on Sunday, April 22nd.  While this completes phase 1 of our clean-up efforts, 
our long term goal is to design and construct a nature trail that winds its way through the 
woodland and wetland areas. We plan to apply for grant monies to help with the design of 
the trail. We want to thank all the volunteers who came out on Sunday.  Without the help 
of these dedicated townspeople, this clean up would have been little more than a wish.  

Earth Day Clean Up a Success 

Bloomsbury Elementary School Recycling Program  

No matter how old or beat up, there are lots of organizations that want your old bike.  Many community bike shops host a 
Recycle-A-Bicycle or Earn-A-Bike program that try to get kids off the street by teaching them to restore bikes and eventu-
ally giving them one to fix up themselves.  There are also programs that will take your old bicycle , repair it, an send it to 
Africa, where people are in desperate need of transportation.  In addition, most Kiwanis Clubs collect and give bikes to dis-
advantaged children as Christmas gifts.  For more information visit www.communitybikeworks.org, www.bikeworks.org or 
visit the local Kiwanis Club at their regular meeting the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at 6pm at Ryan’s Parkside 
Restaurant in Phillipsburg. 

The Bloomsbury Environmental Commission willingly corrects factual mistakes. If you 
think that we have made an error in a news story please contact Christine Hall 479-6629 
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Water links us to our neighbors in a way more profound and complex than any other 
Source: John Thorson, Indian Water Rights pg 21 
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Despite recycling efforts here in Bloomsbury, plastic bottles take up so much 
‘holding’ space that many of us end up putting them in our regular garbage in order 
to avoid the clutter.  Some families use bottles for sports events, for school and for 
everyday gulping. Our suggestion is that, rather than grabbing a new plastic water 
bottle each time we need water, instead each family purchase re-fillable bottles.  
These bottles are durable, easily washable and inexpensive.  The sports section of 
the stores close to Bloomsbury (e.g. Target) sell a variety of these bottles. One par-
ticular brand is “Nalgene Outdoor”. These bottles sell for less than $10 and the com-
pany currently is running a “Refill not Landfill” cam-
paign to reduce disposable water bottle waste.   They 
also sell airline approved travel kits, Grip-n-Gulp for the 
babies and feature some cool colors for the older kids. 
Look up www.refillnotlandfill.org. 
If your house does not have a water filter attached to the 
main pipes consider buying a Brita jug which is an inex-
pensive method of filtering your water.  Again, these 
jugs can be purchased locally; they are convenient and 
durable. 
Although packs of plastic water bottles are convenient 
this convenience is fast becoming outweighed by the 
negative effect on our immediate environment here in 
New Jersey and elsewhere. Some home truths about 
plastic bottled water are: 
~  80% of plastic water bottles used in the U.S. become garbage FOR EVER they do 
not get recycled. 
  ~ 1.5 million barrels of oil annually is used in making plastic bottles…
ANNUALLY.  That’s enough to fuel 100,000 cars. In fact it costs more money to 
drink bottled water than to put gas in your car! 
~  In contrast to tap water, which is distributed through an energy efficient infra-
structure, transporting bottled water long distances involves burning massive 
quantities of fossil fuels.  Nearly all bottled water travels vast distances to reach its 
destination. 
THINK  TAP 

So You Think Bottled Water is the Way to Go?  Think again Bloomsbury!!! 

To cherish what 
remains of the 

Earth and to foster 
its renewal is our 
only legitimate 

hope of survival."...  
 ~Wendell Berry 



Page 2 Bloomsbury on the Green 

Keep Our Storm Drains Clean 

2007 Bloomsbury Environmental 
Commission Members 

 

Ilse Goshen, Chair 479-6716 

Cathy Foulk  479-1101 

Ken Robbins  479-4880 

Christine Hall  479-6629 

Sheila de Barra  479-0013 

Vicky Papics, Council Liaison 479-6076 

Backyard Compost Program Update 

The Bloomsbury Environmental Commission 
was successful in signing up 25 committed resi-
dents for the Backyard Compost Program.  We 
distributed the compost bins to 25 residents 
over Memorial Day weekend. We are hoping 
the composting program will have a direct re-
sult in reducing the tonnage of our municipal’s 
solid waste collection.  Yard trimmings and 
food residuals together constitute 24 percent of 
the U.S. municipal solid waste stream. That’s a 
lot of waste to send to landfills when it could 
become useful and environmentally beneficial 
compost instead. It is not too late to join in on 
the backyard compost program.  If any resi-
dents are interested in purchasing a compost 
bin at the reduced rate of $40.00 please contact 
Ilse Goshen at 479-6716. 

5th Annual MWA Wine Tasting Event  

In June, the Bloomsbury Environmental Commission contracted South Branch Ex-
cavating Company: and with the aid of the Bloomsbury Department of Public 
Works, clogged debris was extracted from some of our storm drains in the Borough.  
By cleaning the underground network of pipes, storm water is able to flow freely to 
the river.  We are hoping that this will alleviate some of the flooding that has been 
occurring on Main Street and North Street. Residents can help us maintain clean 
and clear storm drains by not dumping any material into the storm drains, includ-
ing grass clippings and all other yard refuse. 

Why is Stormwater a problem? 
Stormwater can pick up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants and flow into a 

storm sewer system or directly to a lake, stream, river, wetland, or coastal water. 
Anything that enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated into the water-

bodies we use for swimming, fishing, and providing drinking water. 
Residents should be aware that the Borough has an ordinance on file that prohibits 
disposal of any refuse, rubbish, waste and debris into any Borough storm drain. 
Any person who violates or neglects to comply is subject to a fine, such fine shall be 
no less than $250.00. 
This project was funded by Clean Communities from the Clean Communities Coun-
cil of New Jersey. With future funding we are hoping to clean more drains in town. 

The Bloomsbury Environmental Commission willingly corrects factual mistakes. If you 
think that we have made an error in a news story please contact Christine Hall 479-6629 

Join the Musconetcong Watershed Association on Sunday, September 30, 2007 from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm for the 5th Annual 
Wine Tasting to be held at the Musky Trout Hatchery at 279 Asbury-Bloomsbury Road (Route 632) in Asbury.  Enjoy a relax-
ing fall afternoon along the banks of the scenic Musconetcong River. Sample a variety of new wines provided by Perryville 
Wine and Spirits with an array of delicious appetizers prepared by The Milford Market while enjoying good company and mu-
sic by Jam-Bone. Tickets are $25.00 and are available at Perryville Wine and Spirits or can be purchased online or at the 
door. Please contact beth@musconetcong.org or call (908) 537-7060. Non-alcoholic beverages will also be available. 
The MWA is raffling a 9.5 foot Swifty kayak, life vest and paddle ($500 value). The tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased 
online at www.musconetcong.org. 




