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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 10, 2013 
 
The re-scheduled meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on April 10, 2013 at Borough 
Hall, 91 Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:02 
PM by the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd Reindel. 
 
As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 
provided on April 4, 2013 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County Democrat 
and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 
 
 
ROLL CALL:  Chris James   Al Stiehler    
   Vicky Papics   Eric Weger  
   Chris Smith   Martha Tersigni, Mayor  
       William Edleston, Esq.   
           
             
FLAG SALUTE 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. James moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of February 26, 2013; seconded 
by Mr. Stiehler.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 
Council discussed the reported collection rate for the first quarter of 48.48%. The Clerk will ask 
the Tax Collector if this is correct, but just for the year to date or if this is a typo. 
 
Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's monthly reports of February 28 & March 
31, 2013 and the Quarterly report dated March 31, 2013; seconded by Mr. James.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Tersigni asked the Clerk if she had received the Assessor’s Quarterly Report. The Clerk had 
not, and Mrs. Tersigni will follow up with Mrs. Hagaman about that to ensure Council has it for 
the May meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 
Mr. Francisco explained that the final payment to Arnold’s Roads is on the bill list tonight for 
approval, but the check will not be released until we are completely satisfied with the work and 
everything is complete. 
 
Mr. Smith moved Council approve the Bill Lists of March 26 & April 10, 2013; seconded by Mr. 
Stiehler. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye-except payroll; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-
aye.  Motion carried 
 
2013 BUDGET 
 
SECOND READING –  ORDINANCE # 103-13 CALENDAR YEAR 2013 
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A.. 40A:4-45.14) 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the
 preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.0% 
unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year's final appropriations, subject 
to certain exceptions; and  
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by 
ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% 
percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomsbury in the County of Hunterdon 
finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2013 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year's
 final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and 
the citizens; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby determines that a 1.5% increase in the budget for said 
year, amounting to $9,150.61 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by, by 
the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby determines that any amount authorized herein above, 
that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation 
in either of the next two succeeding years. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Bloomsbury, County of Hunterdon, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body 
affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2013 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of 
Bloomsbury shall ,in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:40-45.14, be increased by 3.5% 
amounting to $21,351.43, and that the CY 2013 municipal budget for the Borough of Bloomsbury be 
approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 
appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of 
the next two succeeding years; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed 
with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and; 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the 
recorded vote thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 
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Mr. Weger moved Council open the hearing on Ordinance 103-13 to the public; seconded by 
Mrs. Papics. All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
No comment. 
 
Mr. Weger moved Council close the public hearing; seconded by Mr. Stiehler. All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Mr. Stiehler moved Council adopt Ordinance # 103-13; seconded by Mr. Weger. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
RESOLUTION # 30-13 – SELF EXAM RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules that 
permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the 
Director of the division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual budget examination, and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 1997, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 thru 7.5, the Borough of Bloomsbury has been 
declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government Services, and the 
Chief  Financial officer has determined that the Borough meets the necessary conditions to participate in 
the program for the 2013 budget year, so 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Bloomsbury that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & b and based upon the Chief Financial Officer's 
certification. 
 
The Governing Body has found the budget has met the following requirements:  
 
 1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated pursuant  
  to law and appropriated as such in the budget:  
 
  a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges. 
  b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures. 
  c. Cash deficit of preceding year. 
  d. Reserve for uncollected taxes. 
  e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items. 
  f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes. 
 
 2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to  
  N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found  
  at 40A:4-45.3 et seq. are fully met.(Complies with the "CAP" law.) 
 
 3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the Local  
  Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5.  
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 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law:  
 
  a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated, 
  b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth. 
  c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will permit the 
   exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality. 
 
 5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly advertised  
  in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that  
  failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification.  
 
 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Director of  
the Division of Local Government Services. 
 
Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 30-13; seconded by Mr. Smith. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
INTRODUCTION – 2013 Budget 
 
Mr. Francisco stated that most line items stayed the same and outlined a few changes.  He 
explained that there is a 2% increase in the salary line, explaining that salaries could then be 
increased by 2% but did not have to be. He reminded Council that we added the position of Tax 
Clerk for a salary of $2,400. We increased the engineering line by $5,000, from $5,000 to 
$10,000, because of anticipated expenses this year. The Insurances are increasing again this year, 
so the line item has been increased to compensate for that.  Mr. Francisco stated that he did not 
include an increase for the Rescue Squad which had been previously discussed.  He explained 
that the Borough has still not received a response from them regarding any request for support 
for this year.  Mr. Francisco stated that if they were to come to ask for additional support, and the 
Council wanted to, we could do a transfer in the budget in November.  Mr. Francisco stated that 
he increased the fuel line again this year because we seem to be using more.  The Capital section 
includes funding for the purchase of a backhoe, as discussed last year and a new pick-up truck 
which we budgeted $35,000 which was offset with the water company money and does not affect 
the tax levy. He explained that if we decide to proceed with the purchases, we can just cancel the 
amount.  
 
Mr. Francisco stated that the proposed tax rate increase is 1.9 cents. From 4.99 to 4.68 which for 
an average home of $300,000 is an increase of $57.00 per year or $4.75 per month. 
He explained that you never want to raise taxes but that they feel it is necessary to keep our base. 
 
Mr. Weger moved Council Introduce the 2013 Budget as presented; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger- aye. Motion 
carried. The public hearing will be held on May 15, 2013. 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
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Mrs. Papics  moved Council accept the report; seconded by Mr. Weger.  All ayes. Motion 
carried. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
V. Papics: 
 
OEM –Mrs. Papics explained that mitigation grants may be available through FEMA. She 
reported that she spoke to Mr. Roseberry and sent in a letter of intent to FEMA requesting 
$550,000 for additional stormwater drains on Main Street. She explained that we need to adopt a 
County All Hazard Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan as our Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 
RESOLUTION # 36-13 - RESOLUTION ADOPTING HUNTERDON COUNTY 
ALL HAZARDS PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION PLAN 
 
 WHEREAS, the Hunterdon County All Hazards Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan has been 
approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency Region 2 and the New Jersey State 
Police, Emergency Management Section, Hazards Mitigation Unit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Hunterdon County All Hazards Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan has been 
adopted by the Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the adoption of said Plan is in the best interests of the residents of THE 
Borough of Bloomsbury; 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the Borough of 
Bloomsbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the Borough does hereby adopt the 
Hunterdon County All Hazards Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan as the Borough’s Natural Hazard 
Mitigation Plan; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to 
the New Jersey State Police, Emergency Management Section, Hazard Mitigation Officer and to 
the Hunterdon County Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management and  
9-1-1 Coordination. 
 
Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 36-13; seconded by Mr. Smith. All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Eric Weger : 
No report. 
 
C. James: 
No report. 
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M. Smith: 
 
Recreation - 
● Mr. Smith stated that lacrosse started this weekend and sales at the snack stand were in 

excess of $300. Mr. Smith added that he noticed that a lot of the downed limbs from the 
hurricane which were in the woods at the park have been cleaned up. 

 
A. Stiehler: 
 
Board of Education- 
● Mr. Stiehler reported that a new Principal started on Monday. Mr. Stiehler stated that 

they are working n a new schedule which would build in an extra period that students 
could use to get extra help in a certain subject if needed.  He presented Council with 
sketches of the proposed new High School to review and added that the class of 2016 is 
supposed to be the first class in the new building and they expect construction to be 
complete in April of 2016. 

 
 
M. Tersigni: 
 
Planning Board –  
● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Planning Board is on track with the Master Plan and 

Highlands Plan Re-exam report. 
 
Park- 
● Mrs. Tersigni stated we are continuing with the spring work and she will be in touch with 

Mr. Smith on what still needs to be done. 
 
Commissions – 
● Mrs. Tersigni stated that we are still having trouble with our Commissions and they are 

struggling with membership and membership compliance in different ways. 
 
Tax Appeals - 
● Mrs. Tersigni stated that we have seven residential tax appeals in the Borough and 

hearings are scheduled for May 22, 2013. 
 
CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
The Clerk reported that the state mandated Pet Census was conducted in late March and 70 
letters of violation have been mailed out to residents who failed to license their pets. The Clerk 
thanked Taylor Burd and Alyssa Reindel for volunteering to assist with the same. 
 
STATE POLICE - PERRYVILLE 
No report. 

  
 OLD BUSINESS 
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MAIN STREET PHASE I & PHASE II PROJECT & SRTS 
Mrs. Tersigni stated that we are in the process of having funds released to the Borough. The 
Engineer will continue to follow up with Arnold to ensure that everything has been completed to 
his satisfaction.  She added that Borough representatives will be going to Trenton for the kick off 
meeting next week for Safe Routes to Schools. Brief discussion followed. 
 
MILL REDEVELOPMENT 
The Clerk stated that a company was hired to pressure wash the interior of the building. 
 
JOINT COURT 
Mrs. Tersigni had nothing new to report at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
Mrs. Tersigni stated that she wanted Council to consider the following adoption of the following 
Resolutions by consent agenda: 
 
RESOLUTION # 31-13 - RESOLUTION OPPOSING S2364/A3553 

 
WHEREAS, Senate Bill S-2364 and Assembly Bill A3553 propose to create a system of 

early voting in the State of New Jersey; and 
 

WHEREAS, the goal of accommodating voters in pursuit of greater participation in the 
democratic process is a worthy goal; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these bills would in reality increase workloads, add more costs to the 
election process, and ultimately serve to confuse voters more than it would accommodate their 
needs; and 
  
 WHEREAS, these bills would require for each primary and general election a public 
facility, except a public school, located in each municipality in an area of a high concentration of 
population to be open and available to registered voters starting 15 days before an election for 
early polling, possibly conflicting with if not pushing out other important uses for these 
buildings, causing inconvenience to residents; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these bills require retraining of poll workers and dramatically increased 
hours, as well as chain of custody requirements to protect the voting process, despite the fact that 
recruiting and training polls workers is already a difficult process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these bills would increase costs to municipalities, including overtime pay 
for workers; and 
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 WHEREAS, although these bills allow municipalities to request reimbursement for extra 
costs and provide an appropriation, the appropriation does not outline a specific amount nor 
dedicated funding, only that which the State Treasurer and the Director of the Division of Budget 
and Accounting deem necessary, and they do not outline the procedure for a municipality whose 
reimbursement request is denied; and 
 

WHEREAS, the opportunity for “Early Voting” already exists in the State of New Jersey 
through the Vote by Mail ballot process. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Common Council of the Borough of 
Bloomsbury in the County of Hunterdon does hereby oppose S2364 and A3553; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Common Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury 
does hereby call upon its representatives in the State Legislature to oppose the adoption of this 
bill; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the 
Office of the Governor, Senate President Sweeney, Senators Gill and Whelan, sponsors of 
S2364,  Speaker Oliver, Assemblymen Wisniewski, Diegnan, Benson, Conaway, and Coughlin, 
sponsors of A3553, our State Senator and Assembly representatives,  the County Board of 
Elections, and the New Jersey League of Municipalities. 
 
RESOLUTION # 32-13 - TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, c.102, has 
established a recycling fund from which a tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order 
to encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and 
Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to 
continue and to expand existing programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated 
recycling regulations to Implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the recycling regulation impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 
condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to making and keeping 
accurate, verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 
  
 WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing the municipality to apply for such tonnage grants 
(for calendar year 2012) will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and 
to indicate the assent of the Borough of Bloomsbury to the efforts undertaken by the 
municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 
application is properly completed and timely filed. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the Borough of 
Bloomsbury that the Borough of Bloomsbury hereby endorses the submission of the recycling 
tonnage grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and 
designates Steve Douglas, Recycling Coordinator, to ensure that the application is properly filed; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the monies received from the recycling tonnage 
grant be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purpose of 
recycling. 
 
 
RESOLUTION # 33-13 - RELAY FOR LIFE OF HUNTERDON  
 

WHEREAS, Relay For Life is the signature activity of the American Cancer Society and 
celebrates cancer survivors and caregivers, remembers loved ones lost to the disease, and 
empowers individuals and communities to come together to recognize and fight back against 
cancer; and 
 
 

WHEREAS, the funds raised during Relay For Life of Hunterdon supports the American 
Cancer Society’s mission of saving lives and creating a world with less cancer and more 
birthdays – by helping our citizens stay well, by helping our citizens receive the best treatment 
for cancer, by supporting the search for cures for cancer; and (delete: by fighting back; and) 
 
 

WHEREAS, Relay For Life helped fund more than $150 million in cancer research last 
year;  
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the Borough 
of Bloomsbury does hereby proclaim June 14th and 15th of 2013 as,  
 

 
"RELAY FOR LIFE OF HUNTERDON COUNTY DAYS" 

 
 

in our community and hereby encourage our citizens to participate in the Relay For Life event at 
Hunterdon Central High School on June 14th to 15th ,2013. 

 
 

RESOLUTION # 34-13 - BLOOMSBURY HOSE COMPANY # 1 INC. OFF-PREMISE 
50/50 RAFFLE 
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 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Hose Company #1 Inc. is the licensee on the application to 
conduct an Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle on May 17, 2013 to be held at the Bloomsbury Hose 
Company, 91 Brunswick Avenue, from 6:30 - 10:30 PM. 
 
 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and fees have been submitted to the 
Borough Clerk; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny the aforesaid off-premise 50/50 raffle, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 
 

1. The off-premise 50/50 raffle application is approved contingent to the Legalized 
Games of Chance Control Commission approving said application. 

 
 
RESOLUTION # 35-13 - SEPTIC SYSTEM WAIVER - 92 NORTH STREET 
 
 WHEREAS, a new septic system is proposed to replace a malfunctioning system located 
on lands known as Block 21; Lot 14 (92 North Street) in the Borough tax list; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Hunterdon County Department of Health has determined that that 
proposed septic system is closer to being in conformance with N.J.A.C. 7:9A, but requires a 
waiver since the disposal bed will only be 30’ from the disposal bed on the adjacent property; 
where N.J.C.A 7:9A requires 50’ separation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after reviewing the septic system application and letter Robert Vaccarella, 
Hunterdon County Department of Public Safety – Division of Public Health Services dated 
February 25, 2013, it is the Borough Engineer’s recommendation for the Board of Health to 
Grant said waiver. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, based upon the foregoing, the Borough of Bloomsbury does 
hereby grant the aforementioned waiver for the proposed septic system replacement on Block 21; 
Lot 14 (92 North Street) in the Borough of Bloomsbury  
  
 The applicant shall hold the Borough of Bloomsbury and the County of Hunterdon 
harmless in connection with any and all claims of whatever nature  relating to the future 
functioning of the system; 
 
Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolutions # 31-13, 32-13, 33-13, 34-13 & 35-13by consent 
agenda; seconded by Mr. Weger. All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
HUNTERDON COUNTY 300th CELEBRATION 
Mrs. Tersigni stated that the 300th Celebration has been on our agenda for a few months now and 
that no one responded to say that would be here tonight, but that they had come last month when 
we cancelled due to lack of a quorum. The Clerk will forward information that she may receive 
to Mr. James for inclusion in the newsletter. 
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2013 BOROUGH HALL LEASE 
Mrs. Tersigni stated that the version of the lease agreement which we received from them is the 
old one, and does not include language which was added last year. She stated that she would like 
to revise this before signing and that she has contacted Mr. Mittermaier to advise him of the 
same.  Mrs. Tersigni explained that the part that is missing is the part dealing with maintenance 
issues. 
 
Mrs. Tersigni stated the other change is that they are not increasing he rent this year, but they 
want the Borough to be responsible for snow and ice removal and treatment.  Council voiced 
concerns about which sidewalk areas we would be responsible for, and on what days.  
Discussion followed. 
 
Mr. James and Mrs. Tersigni will work out the details of suggested changes to make the 
agreement more clear and will provide the same to Council in advance of the next meeting.  
Payments will be made as per the current agreement until the new one is signed. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
COUNCIL APPOINTMENT – The Clerk explained that she is in receipt  of a letter from Martha 
and John Tersigni  Borough of Bloomsbury County Republican Committee Members, providing 
a list of three residents whom they would recommend fill the Council vacancy through the next 
General Election. 
 

Kathleen Jordan 
Glen Pickel 
John Tersigni 

 
The Clerk explained that John Tersigni asked that his name be withdrawn from consideration at 
this time. 
 
Mrs. Papics moved Council appoint Kathleen Jordan to fill the vacancy; seconded by Mr. 
Stiehler.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
Mrs. Jordan was sworn in by Mr. Edleston.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No Comment. 
 
RESOLUTION FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a 
meeting, and 
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury has deemed it 
necessary to go into a closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the 
public,  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Bloomsbury will go into closed session for the following reasons as outlined in N.J.S.A. 
10:14-2 to discuss potential litigation. 
 
Mr. Weger moved Council enter executive session; seconded by Mr. Smith.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Mr. Weger moved Council Re-enter Regular Session at 8:08; seconded by Mrs. Papics. All ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Weger Council authorize Mr. Edleston to have the title search work completed for a cost not 
to exceed $1,000 and to move forward with the survey work for a cost not to exceed $1,000; 
seconded by Mr. Smith. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: James- aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler Aye; Weger-aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
Mrs. Papics moved Mr. Edleston do additional work as needed to prepare to defend the Borough 
in the tax appeals and for the Council to authorize the presence of our Engineer as needed for the 
same; seconded by Mr. Stiehler. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: James- aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler Aye; Weger-aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weger; seconded by Mr. 
Smith.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Lisa A. Burd Reindel, RMC 
Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 27, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on August 27, 2013 at Borough Hall, 91 

Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by 

the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd Reindel. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 10, 2013 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Al Stiehler    

   Kathleen Jordan - excused  Chris Smith    

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger - excused   

   Martha Tersigni, Mayor - excused William Edleston, Esq.  

 

      

FLAG SALUTE 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mrs. Papics moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of July 23, 2013; seconded by 

Mr. James All ayes.   

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's monthly report dated July 30, 2013; 

seconded by Mr. Smith.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mrs. Papics moved Council approve the Bill List of August 27, 2013; seconded by Mr. James. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye, except payroll; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

Mr. Smith moved Council accept the zoning report dated August 14, 2013; seconded by Mrs. 

Papics. ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye, except payroll; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye.  

Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

V. Papics: 
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Hose Company -  

● Mrs. Papics stated that there was no meeting this month so there is no report. 

 

Rescue -  

● No report. Mr. Edleston stated that he is aware that the eviction complaint has been filed 

against the Rescue Squad and they have been asked to vacate the premise by October. 

 

BCC –  

● Mrs. Papics reported that they have not taken any action on their ideas for the Borough 

contribution to the County Tri-Centennial Celebration yet. She added that we have 

purchased the commemorative print. 

 

C. James: 

Environmental Commission –  

● Mr. James stated he will mark out where the doggie pot stations should be installed up at 

the park this week. He explained that the DPW installed the new recycling bins and that 

the Clerk’s children assembled them. 

 

Newsletter -  

● Mr. James stated he will give the newsletter to the Clerk and he will be adding the 

Halloween Parade information to this edition as well. 

 

C. Smith: 

Recreation –  

● Mr. Smith reported that summer recreation is now over.  He explained that attendance 

was low this year, but the program went well. Mr. Francisco asked if he had any 

additional registrations, stating that he would like to close it out for the year.  Mr. Smith 

stated he would get it to him. Mr. Francisco asked if they had received the PTO check 

yet.  Mr. Smith stated that he had not, but that their contribution went down from the 

usual $1,000 to $750 this year and he will follow up about this.  

 

 Mr. Smith stated they will meet next week and the main topic will be gathering ideas on 

how to revitalize the program and increase attendance next year. Discussion followed. 

 

● Mr. Smith reported that soccer practice has started and games will begin on Saturday, 

October 7
th

 and runs through November 9
th

.  He added there are no games in the Borough 

on the October 14
th

 and 26
th

. 

 

A. Stiehler: 

Board of Education- 

● Mr. Stiehler reported that the new Vice President of the School Board may be resigning 

as they may be moving out of town. He added they did have a new member sworn in 

Craig Lubbit. 

 

 There is a new parents social being held at the school form 6 – 10 so that parents can 

meet the new Administrator and Principal. 
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Mr. Stiehler explained the new system at the school will be primarily an email system for 

the parents and all grades will be available on line. They are also standardizing report 

cards with one set for K-4 and one for 5 – 8.  He explained that progress reports will no 

longer be sent home for students who are passing, but only for students who are having 

trouble.  They will also be introducing academic probation this year, and student who get 

a progress report sent home will not be allowed to attend some school events.  

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

DPW- 

● The Clerk stated that she met with a representative of Smith Motors today and he looked 

at the 1988 Dodge  and 1991 Chevy Dump trucks and will be providing her with a trade 

in value for the same.  They will also be providing a quote for a Ford F-250 with a plow 

and salt spreader.  The Clerk will share this information with Council when she receives 

it. 

 

● The Clerk reported that she was able to obtain a quote from Tru-Green to spray the curb 

lines in the Borough to eliminate and prevent weed growth for a cost of about $600.00 

per mile. Discussion followed. 

 

● The Clerk reported there are two more small leaks in the DPW Garage roof and the Clerk 

will call the roofing company who made repairs last year to obtain a quote for repairing 

the same. 

 

● The DPW crew has almost finished painting curbs and drains. 

 

● The Clerk reported that they are working on pot hole repair and are currently working on 

School Street which requires significant repairs and may need to be considered for more 

extensive repairs next year. 

 

Clerk/Administrator- 

 

Unknown Owner Parcel- 

● The Clerk advised the unknown parcel she found will be placed on the tax rolls for 2012 

and 2013 but it will not go up for tax sale until fall of 2014. 

 

 Mill Redevelopment- 

● The Clerk spoke to Mr. Zaleski who stated that they are currently waiting for DEP 

Permits which expired while they awaited approval from the NJDOC. He explained that 

they can file for an extension for the one, but have to start over with a new application for 

the other which may take some time. 

 

 North Street Title Work- 
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● Mr. Edleston stated that he has not heard anything yet but has spoken to Jacob Pence and 

he will have something ready for the September meeting.  The Clerk stated that she has 

called and left messages for him a few times, and has not received a call back. 

 

 Volunteer Insurance- 

● The Clerk stated that the premium for the volunteer accident insurance policy went from 

$350 to $700 this year.  The current policy covers 100 volunteers 365 days a year.  She 

explained that because the Borough never has that many volunteers and not every day of 

the year, she has requested they provide a quote for coverage of up to 50 volunteers on up 

to 200 days a year.  She will forward the new quote to Council when she receives it.  

 

Planning Board- 

● The Board reviewed a variance application for a deck and deemed the application 

complete. The applicant is requesting relief from both side and rear setbacks as well as 

impervious coverage. The applicant had requested the Board also consider holding the 

public hearing on the same night; however his notice was insufficient as he had not 

properly noticed the utilities.  The Board did allow him to only notice the utilities, and 

did not require him to re-notice all of his neighbors within the 200’ and the hearing was 

carried until the September meeting. 

 

Tax Office- 

● The Clerk reported that 47 residents have made tax payments at PNC Bank to date. 

 

STATE POLICE - PERRYVILLE 

No report. 

 

 OLD BUSINESS 

 

BETHLEHEM/ BLOOMSBURY JOINT COURT 

Mr. Stiehler reported that he met with the Bethlehem Township Mayor last Thursday and 

expressed that we are not sure about how things are getting divided up and that we have new 

people coming on and it seemed like our piece of the pie kept getting smaller. They agreed that 

another meeting will be held with the Court Administrator and our CFO on a night when 

everyone is available. Discussion followed. Mr. Stiehler stated that he felt it went well and the 

door is now open.  He added that he made it clear that if a new member is brought in, that 

Bloomsbury should have a say in that as well, not just get a letter that says they joined. Mr. 

Stiehler stated that he understands the court can only have a maximum of five members. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTION # 46-13 STREET CLOSURE FOR THE SPOOKY SPRINT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury 

hereby endorse a 5K Run hosted by the Bloomsbury Elementary School PTO to 

be held on October 26, 2013; and  
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 WHEREAS, the walk will begin at 9:00 am and the run will begin at 9:15 

am; and 

 

 WHEREAS said Route has been approved by the New Jersey State Police and the 

Hunterdon County Freeholders 

 

 WHEREAS the 5K Route and a Family Fun Walk are as follows: 

 

5K RUN & WALK COURSE: 
 

The route starts at Tuxhorn Park and then crosses Church Street (579) over to High Street. 

  

At the end of High Street, it makes a right down Lehigh Street. 

 

At the end of Lehigh Street, it crosses over Church Street (579) again to North Street.  

 

It continues almost the full length of North Street before making a left on to Wilson Street. 

 

It follows Wilson Street as it crosses over Main Street before turning left onto Brunswick 

Avenue.  

 

It follows Brunswick Avenue to the end and then crosses over Church Street (579) again to 

Willow Avenue.  

 

From Willow Avenue it makes a left on to West Street and then a quick left on to Lance Road.   

 

At the end of Lance Road, it turns left onto Church Street (579) before making a quick right onto 

Main Street. 

 

It continues almost the full the length of Main Street before making a right on to Wilson Street. 

 

It follows Wilson Street to the end and then makes a right onto North Street.  

 

It continues down North Street before crosses over Church Street (579) again to Lehigh Avenue. 

 

Finally, the course makes a left onto High Street before crosses over Church Street (579) to 

finish at the park. 

 

FAMILY FUN COURSE: 
 

The route starts at Tuxhorn Park and then crosses Church Street (579) over to High Street. 

  

At the end of High Street, it makes a right down Lehigh Street. 

 

At the end of Lehigh Street, it crosses over Church Street (579) again to North Street.  
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It continues almost the full length of North Street before making a left on to Wilson Street. 

 

From Wilson Street it makes a left onto Main Street.  

 

It continues almost the full the length of Main Street before making a left on to East Street. 

 

At the end East Street, it makes a right onto North Street.  

 

It continues down North Street before crosses over Church Street (579) again to Lehigh Avenue. 

 

Finally, the course makes a left onto High Street before crosses over Church Street (579) to 

finish at the park. 

 

 WHEREAS, partial street closures will be necessary to ensure the safety of all 

participants; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury does hereby approve the partial closure of all streets outlined in aforementioned 

Route to ensure safety of the participants in the 5K run. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution #46-13; seconded by Mr. Smith. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye. Motion carried. 

MUSCONETCONG WATERSHED ASSOCIATION  

A Power Point presentation was provided by Beth Styler Barry, Executive Director of the 

Musconetcong Watershed Association. She explained that the Musconetcong River achieved 

Wild and Scenic designation at the end of 2006 after 16 years of study and her testifying before 

congress. Discussion followed regarding requirements for annual stormwater points and 

activities the MWA have planned for the same. 

 

PARK SIGNAGE 

Mr. James moved Council authorize the purchase of park signs for a cost not to exceed $500.00; 

seconded by Mr. Smith. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye. Motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Council reviewed correspondence. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. James moved Council open discussion to the public; seconded by Mrs. Papics. All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Craig Staible, 26 Milford Road stated that he has made several calls over the last few weeks and 

found that the State has jurisdiction over the Milford Road Bridge. He explained that apparently 

there is no weight limit on that bridge but he has been stopping trucks going up there that are 22 

or 26 tons. He said it used to be marked for a maximum of 4 tons and they did some work on iit 

and made it 7 a few years ago.  He explained that now they are telling him that it will take any 
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amount of weight. Mr. Staible stated that he disagrees and feels that when the Route 579 Bridge 

is shut down and traffic is all routed over this bridge that it will not hold. He feels that for the 

safety of the town, something needs to be done.   

 

The Clerk asked if he had the contact information for the woman he spoke to in Trenton.  He said 

that he did not have the name, but had gotten the contact information from the Hunterdon County 

Engineer. 

 

Mr. Stiehler stated that Council will look into the matter. Mr. Staible stated that there is an 

ongoing issue of people speeding over the bridge as they come down the hill. The Clerk will pass 

his concerns onto the State Police. Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. James moved council close public comment; seconded by Mr. Smith. All ayes. Motion 

carried. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a 

meeting, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury has deemed it 

necessary to go into a closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the 

public,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury will go into closed session for the following reasons as outlined in N.J.S.A. 

10:14-2 to discuss personnel. 

 

Mr. James moved Council enter executive session at 7:58; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Smith moved Council Re-enter Regular Session at 8:21; seconded by Mrs. Papics. All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Papics; seconded by Mr. 

Smith.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd Reindel, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 23, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on July 23, 2013 at Borough Hall, 91 

Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by 

the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd Reindel. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 10, 2013 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James – arrived 7:06 Al Stiehler    

   Kathleen Jordan  Chris Smith – arrived 7:07    

   Vicky Papics   Eric Weger     

   Martha Tersigni, Mayor William Edleston, Esq. - excused  

      

FLAG SALUTE 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Stiehler moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 25, 2013; seconded 

by Mrs. Papics. All ayes.   

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mr. Weger moved Council accept the Tax Collector's monthly and quarterly reports dated June 

30, 2013; seconded by Mr. Stiehler.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the Bill List of July 23, 2013; seconded by Mr. Stiehler. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Jordan-aye, except payroll; Papics-aye, except payroll; Stiehler-aye; 

Weger-aye; Tersigni-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the zoning report; seconded by Mrs. Jordan.  

All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A. Stiehler: 

Board of Education- 
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● Mr. Stiehler stated that Maria Epolita is the new Superintendent and she has aggressive 

plans for the new school year. She added two teacher in service days to be held on 

August 27
th

 & 28
th

. 

 

● Kiersten Robbins is the new Vice President of the school board. Mr. Stiehler added that 

they are looking for new members if anyone is interested in getting involved. 

 

V. Papics: 

 

Hose Company -  

● Mrs. Papics stated that she was unable to attend the Hose Company meeting last month as 

she was away on vacation. 

 

Rescue -  

● Mrs. Papics reported that their meeting was canceled due to lack of a quorum; however 

she understands that they have canceled their car show fundraiser. 

 

BCC –  

● Mrs. Papics reported that she had sent out a message on the Borough community message 

board asking if anyone was interested in assisting with our contribution to the County 

300
th

 celebration and she received three responses. 

 

E. Weger: 

 

● Mr. Weger stated that he has not seen Bob, but mentioned to Ed that as previously 

discussed, they can go ahead with pot hold repair including the one near the bank. 

 

 

C. James: 

Environmental Commission -  

● Mr. James reported stated there was no quorum for EC so the meeting was canceled, but 

the items ordered have been received. He asked if Council was okay with placement of 

the dog waste stations and signs at the Borough Park, with one as you come through the 

woods from North Street, one at the upper field and one at the lower field. He asked if the 

DPW would be installing them or if EC members should do it.  The Clerk asked if he 

would prefer that she hire on-call employees to install him. Mr. James agreed that would 

be best.  Mr. James will mark out locations and the Clerk will arrange the install. 

 

 The new garbage and recycling bins will replace the current receptacles for the time 

being and the Borough will monitor them to see if the new bins may help keep recycling 

separate. On call employees may be hired to collect the bagged recyclables and take them 

to the curb for pickup and grant money can be used to pay for the same. 

 

Newsletter -  

● Mr. James stated the deadline for submissions to the September newsletter is August 15
th

. 
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● Mr. James asked if any member of Council had any thoughts about his concerns about the 

newsletter as discussed at the last meeting. The Clerk stated that she had spoken to Ann 

Kolokowski, the senior services liaison and she had concerns that the information that she 

has is not reaching seniors.  The Clerk explained that we are posting information on the 

website when available but that most seniors are not online. The Clerk said they had 

discussed what Mr. James had mentioned in June, that perhaps some groups should do 

their own mailings as needed to reach their target audience. She estimated that if a senior 

mailing went out to 30 residents four times a year, it would cost under $60.00. Brief 

discussion followed. 

 

● Mr. James said he called around to a few places to try to find a location which will accept 

grass clippings and has not had any luck.  The Clerk stated that she had previously looked 

into the same years ago and also had not found one. Mr. James stated that he called 

Premier Disposal and they do not accept yard waste. 

 

K. Jordan: 

 

● Mrs. Jordan confirmed that there will be significant changes at the school this year.  She 

explained that everything will be switching to a virtual backpack with notices available 

online, and eliminating papers going home with students.  She added that they are 

installing a one call system for alerts. 

 

C. Smith: 

Recreation –  

● Mr. Smith stated that summer recreation is underway and attendance is less than they 

expected for this year. He added that he and the Director have been discussing possible 

changes to the program for next year including starting the program at 9:00 to allow 

parents to drop off before work and also opening enrollment to a limited number of 

Greenwich students. Mr. Smith explained there are 22 students registered for the program 

and on general they have 8 – 10 in attendance any given day due to vacations, etc. 

Discussion followed. They plan to try to have registration forms out early next year, 

possibly in April, to increase enrollment as well. 

 

● Mr. Smith stated that they are planning movie nights in the park on August 8
th

 and 22
nd

. 

 

M. Tersigni: 

Planning Board –  

● Mrs. Tersigni stated the June meeting was canceled due to lack of pending business. 

 

Tax Appeals - 

● Mr. Edleston filed the Borough appeal to the Tax Board decision. Mrs. Tersigni stated 

that residents continue to question the disparities in their assessed values and what they 

understand market value to be.  

 

Bridge Replacement - 
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● Mrs. Tersigni stated that she owes the County Engineer’s Office a letter of support and 

will outline all of our concerns regarding potential damage to our roads which may be 

caused by detours. 

 

Recreation- 

● Mrs. Tersigni reported that Mr. Smith has submitted the waiver for the summer rec 

program and she wants it to be reviewed by Mr. Edleston who is currently away on 

vacation. 

 

Clean Up Day- 

● Mrs. Tersigni thanked Vicky for working with her again this year. She reported that there 

was one employee from Premier who directed things and five public works and on call 

employees loading. 57 properties were represented and a total of five 30 yard dumpsters 

of junk, one 15 yard and one 10 yard container of metal were removed.  

 

● JCP&L has new outage maps and information is available on the Borough website. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Tax Office- 

● The Clerk explained that residents can now pay their property taxes at the Bloomsbury 

Branch of PNC Bank.  Notification went out with tax bills a few weeks ago and 7 

payments have been received this way to date. 

 

DPW- 

● The Clerk stated that recently she received complaints from residents criticizing the DPW 

staff for not spraying pesticides on the weeds growing at the curb line. She explained that 

years ago we became aware that a special license was required to perform this kind of 

work and the Public Works Department was told they could no longer perform the same. 

The Clerk stated that she has confirmed this is the case and discussed the same with the 

Public Works staff yesterday. Mr. James stated that he does not feel that this is something 

the town should have to pay for, but rather thinks that residents should take of the curb in 

front of their home as he does. Council members agreed. 

 

● The Clerk provided Council with a copy of the suggested maintenance schedule for the 

Kubota mower.  She explained that recently the mower was in for a repair and the 

mechanic noted that it had 180 hours of use. The first service was due at 50 miles.  It is a 

full service at a cost of $600 which she authorized be completed even though it is over 

the $500 threshold, because she didn’t want to let it go another month. She explained she 

has provided Mr. Heinrich with a copy of the maintenance schedule so he will be able to 

plan for the next service. 

 

● The DPW will be working on curb cleaning and painting Wednesday and Thursday this 

week and the Clerk has hired two on call employees to assist with the project. 

 

Planning Board- 
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● The Clerk reported that there is a second possible tenant for the 55 North Street building. 

She explained that it is zoned ROM and the potential tenant assembles picture frames 

primarily and it would not require a change of use. 

 

Clerk/Administrator- 

● The Clerk reported seven copies of the Garbage Bid Specifications have been requested 

and provided to potential bidders to date. 

 

● The Clerk reported that she looked into what would be required in order for the Borough 

to hold a Burning of the Greens event this year.  She explained that approval from the 

DEP, Division of Parks and Forestry would be needed in addition to the standard 

Division of Fire permit. She met with the sector Fire Warden and has a list of information 

that would need to be forwarded to him 2 months in advance of any event.  The Clerk 

stated that he advised the fire could be no larger than 5’ x 5’ x 5’ and is meant to be 

ceremonial, not a method to dispose of Christmas trees. 

 

● The Clerk reported that residents at 62 Brunswick Avenue notified her that there is a 

stormwater pipe which runs next to her property which seems to have two holes in it.  

The Clerk asked the Borough Engineer to look at it and he will be sending a letter with 

his recommendations for repairs, which he feels out DPW staff can complete.  

 

 Mrs. Papics stated that she feels there is a similar issue behind 94 and 96 Brunswick 

which the Engineer previously examined.  The Clerk will follow up with him about both 

locations. 

 

Open Space- 

● The Clerk emailed Council information regarding a river front parcel which is for sale 

and may be available for purchase by the Borough with Open Space Trust Fund grant 

money.  The Clerk explained that Block 17; Lot 41 is .54 acre lot currently assessed for 

$21,600 with annual taxes of $478.01. She provided Council with a map depicting this 

parcel and river front properties which are currently owned by the Borough.   

 

 The Borough currently has $43,537.11 reserved and banked in the Open Space Trust 

Fund which may be able to utilize to purchase this lot. The Clerk stated that she has 

obtained a copy of the Municipal Grant Application and it appears to be fairly simple and 

straight forward. She advised that one of the requirements of the program is that the 

Borough would need to obtain an appraisal for the property and she had spoken to several 

different appraisal who stated it should cost $350 for the same. 

 

 The Clerk asked Council to authorize her to continue to look into the process and to enter 

into a contract on behalf of the Borough to obtain an appraisal on the lot for a cost not to 

exceed $500 when appropriate. Mrs. Jordan moved Council authorize the same; seconded 

by Mrs. Papics. 

 ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; 

Weger-aye. Motion carried. 
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Unknown Owner Parcel- 

● The Clerk advised that when looking up related Block and Lot information in the tax 

system – she noticed that there is lot which is listed as unknown owner and not currently 

taxed which is also a river front parcel.  She has asked the Tax Assessor to look into the 

same.  If this lot is in fact available, the Borough may consider attempting to purchase it 

as well. 

 

 

STATE POLICE - PERRYVILLE 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she received a few phone calls from NJSP – Perryville since our last 

meeting regarding fireworks and car break-ins in the Borough. 

 

 OLD BUSINESS 

 

MAIN STREET PHASE III  

Mr. Roseberry will sending information to DOT for approval in a few week. Mrs. Tersigni stated 

that last time it came through fairly quickly. She added the new project is approximately 500’ of 

Main Street. 

 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS 

Mrs. Tersigni said we are at a loss as to what to do and will continue to try to work with the 

County Engineer’s Office to see how we will get over the hurdle of the high cost of Engineering 

and Bond Council. 

 

MILL REDEVELOPMENT 

Mrs. Tersigni has pulled the contract and will be looking at deadline dates to see where we stand. 

 

NORTH STREET/PICKLE LANE 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she understands our approval for the metes and bounds work was given 

to the title company but we have not heard anything back yet. 

 

BETHLEHEM/ BLOOMSBURY JOINT COURT 

Mr. Stiehler has not had an opportunity to meet with Bethlehem Township to date. 

 

2013 BOROUGH HALL LEASE 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she will sign the lease as previously presented without the maintenance 

language which was added last year as the Clerk feels she can work well with members in 

charge. 

 

300
th

 CELEBRATION – LIMITED EDITION PRINT- 

Mr. James asked if the Borough had reached out to purchase or reserve a print yet. Discussion 

followed. Mr James moved Council authorize the purchase of the limited edition print for a cost 

not to exceed $400 framed price; seconded by Mr. Smith. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTION 44-13 - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SERVICE CHARGE ON 

RETURNED CHECK FOR INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 

 

 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40:5-19 has been enacted to allow a municipality the 

authority to impose a service charge to be added on an account where payment by 

check or written instrument was returned for insufficient funds: and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of 

the Borough of Bloomsbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New jersey, hereby 

authorizes the Tax Collector to charge the aforementioned fee at a rate of $20.00 

per check or other written instrument for all checks returned for insufficient funds 

during the current fiscal year, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector may require 

future payments to be tendered in certified check, cashier’s check, or cash, and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution 

be forwarded to the Chief Financial Officer, the Tax Collector and the Municipal 

Auditor. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 44-13; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 45-13 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BLOOMSBURY 

RECREATION COMMISSION TO HOST MOVIE NIGHT AT THE BOROUGH PARK  

 

 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Recreation Commission would like to host several Movie 

Nights at Mayor Tuxhorn Park; and 

 

 WHEREAS, these event will begin at 8:45 PM; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Park is open to the public from dawn to dusk, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury that the Bloomsbury Recreation Commission is hereby authorized to utilize the 

Borough Park until 11:00 PM on designated Movie Nights. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 45-13; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes. 

Motion carried. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Council reviewed correspondence. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Joe Pasculli, 11 Deer Path stated that he has a shed which he has received letters from the zoning 

board about.  He explained that the letters indicate that his shed is oversized, partially on 

Borough property and was not included in the variance for the deck but that he has not seen a 

survey that shows that. He said that the inspector that was there after the deck was built said it is 

alright, to just take the inside measurements and it would be fine. 

 

Mr. Pasculli stated that the town took him to court last year saying he didn’t have a permit for the 

shed and his wife was able to present the permit that they had gotten for the same and it was 

dismissed. He asked what the issue is, stating that his property is well maintained and he would 

think that some good will would go a long way.   

 

Mr. Pasculli stated that he maintains the Borough owned lot behind his house and that this is the 

second tractor he has had and he has never asked the town to pay him for his time. He said if he 

did not maintain that lot, he probably would not need that shed. He stated that Mayor Peck had 

spoken about giving the property owners the land and he wondered if it could be purchased. 

 

He stated that in 24 years of living here, the town has only cut the lot once. He said there was a 

point in time that for 7 years, he cut the lot himself and never asked to be reimbursed. He added 

that he planted a Norwegian Spruce there years ago and you can barely see the shed. He asked 

what has changed that now there is a problem with his shed.  

 

Mrs. Jordan asked how big the shed is stating that 10’ x 10’ is permissible and that it has to be 5’ 

off the property line. Mr. Pasculli stated that if you measured the interior, it is probably a little 

bigger than that. He stated that the shed is on his property. Discussion followed. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Council would be the enforcement agency for the Borough and that 

we will take this information back to the attorney. Mr. Pasculli asked if the town ever asked the 

residents if they wanted to buy a piece of the lot.  The Clerk stated that when this matter was 

looked into years ago, it was determined that the lot was intentionally left open and reserved so 

that it could be used in the future for a wastewater system should the existing one fail. Mr. 

Pasculli asked who is responsible to maintain it and Council responded that it does not have to 

mowed and maintained as it is an unimproved lot. Mrs. Tersigni stated that years ago, a DPW 

employee used to mow it with a tractor and a brush hog a few times a year. Mr. Pasculli stated 

that this was only done one time. 

 

Mr. Pasculli asked how this code enforcement thing works, stating that he drives around town 

and sees a swimming pool without a fence and a sidewalk which is raised by more than 3”, he 

asked how this is determined, suggesting the town just needs $700 and is going after him. 

 

The Clerk asked if he has a survey which he could use to take measurements from his home to 

the shed and from his lot line to the shed to determine if it is 5’ off the property line. He stated 
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that he did pay for a survey when they constructed the deck. The Clerk stated that if the shed is 

oversized and if it is less than 5’ off the property line, then he would need to request a variance 

before the Planning Board.  Mr. Pasculli stated that the inspector said it was ok. Mrs. Tersigni 

stated that the Borough does not have any local inspectors so the inspector would have worked 

for the state code office, not the Borough. The Clerk stated that she remembers from the file that 

a letter was already sent to Mr. Pasculli regarding the shed years ago.  Mrs. Tersigni stated that 

she would prefer not to go into depth about this matter without the Attorney and Zoning/Code 

Enforcement Officer being present. 

 

Council will discuss this matter with the Attorney and Zoning Officer when they are back.  

 

Mrs. Pasculli stated that her question is why this shed and why now stating that if she walks 

around this town she can find hundreds of issues with things that are not in compliance with this 

ordinance. Mr. Pasculli stated that there is a sink hole starting between his house and 

Lubniewski’s house, stating the town is falling apart and we are worried about the shed. He said 

he would like this issue to go away because he does not feel that it is a major issue. 

Mr. Pasculli said that he will dig up a copy of his survey. He added that there is an easement 

between 11 and 9 Deer Path which allows the town access to the parcel. Mr. Pasculli will bring 

in a copy of his latest survey showing the deck and the shed. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council close public comment; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All ayes. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Stiehler; seconded by 

Mrs. Jordan.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:34 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd Reindel, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 25, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on June 25, 2013 at Borough 

Hall, 91 Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order 

at 7:03 PM by the reading of the Sunshine Law by Kim Francisco. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting 

was provided on January 10, 2013 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon 

County Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same 

date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James   Al Stiehler    

   Kathleen Jordan  Chris Smith - absent    

   Vicky Papics   Eric Weger - excused   

   Martha Tersigni, Mayor William Edleston, Esq.  

      

FLAG SALUTE 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Stiehler moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2013; 

seconded by Mrs. Papics. All ayes.   

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's monthly report of May 31, 2013; 

seconded by Mr. Stiehler.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mrs. Jordan moved Council approve the Bill List of June 25, 2013; seconded by Mr. 

James. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye, except payroll; Papics-aye, except payroll; 

Stiehler-aye; Tersigni-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

No report. 

 

STATE POLICE - PERRYVILLE 

Trooper McGourty reported that there is a new acting station commander, Lt. Seaman 

and new assistant station commander, SFC Cymerman. Mr. James stated there is a lot 

activity with kids in the North Street area now that school is out.  He explained that last 
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summer kids were hanging on car bumpers and there is a huge presence in the North 

Street lots. Mrs. Papics stated that there is also an ongoing issue with kids on motorized 

vehicles on Borough Streets. Discussion followed. Trooper McGourty stated that 

following every meeting he gives an operations report which is read by all the squads. He 

will include all Council concerns discussed tonight. 

  

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A. Stiehler: 

 

Board of Education- 

 Mr. Stiehler reported that field day was held on the rain date and went well and 

graduation was held on June 17, 2013. 

 

Mr. Stiehler advised there is a pending legal decision going on in Milford 

regarding School Choice students, that if 10% or more are leaving a school, then 

the school can stop it. Brief discussion followed. 

 

Mrs. Carrick resigned her School Board position effective last week. 

 

The Bloomsbury Elementary School is entering into a shared superintendent 

contract with Greenwich effective July 1, 2013 which will run through 2018. Mr. 

Stiehler advised this agreement has already been approved by Warren and 

Hunterdon County School Boards and is just pending commissioner approval at 

the state level. 

 

K. Jordan: for Chris Smith 

 

Recreation- 

● Mrs. Jordan reported that they had 15 – 17 students apply to work summer 

recreation and that interviews have been conducted. She explained that they will 

likely all be hired to cover for vacations. 

 

She explained that applications to participate in the summer recreation program 

went out through the school and were posted on the Borough website.  

 

Mrs. Jordan said that they discussed the proposed date for the Spooky Sprint and 

Chris will ensure that no play-off games are scheduled for the Borough Park on 

that date. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni asked if Jordan had any information regarding the new forms which were 

to be submitted for attorney review prior to distribution.  Mrs. Jordan stated that she had 

heard mention of that being needed but did not have them. Mrs. Tersigni asked if the 
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applications went out with mention of lunch time coverage. Mrs. Jordan confirmed the 

same. Mrs. Tersigni stated that the forms were to include language regarding food 

allergies and were to be reviewed and approved by the Borough Attorney before going 

out. Mr. Edleston confirmed that he has not received anything to date. Mrs. Tersigni also 

voiced concern about wage and hour, supervision and requirements for employee breaks 

that may be needed with this new schedule. 

 

V. Papics: 

Rescue -  

● Mrs. Papics reported that there was no meeting this month due to lack of a 

quorum but that they did take second place in the Alpha parade. 

 

Hose Company -  

● Mrs. Papics stated she had already provided Council with the Fire Department 

concerns about pot holes and low hanging trees and those issues are being 

addressed. 

 

BCC –  

● The Celebrations Committee is gathering ideas about what the Borough can do to 

participate in the county tri-centennial event.  

 

C. James: 

Newsletter -  

● Mr. James stated that he is not receiving information to be included in the 

newsletter on a timely basis. He added that he did not receive anything for 

summer or recreation and he wonders why we continue to do it if information is 

going out a different way. He stated that the only stuff that seems to go out is the 

standard annual Borough events like clean-up day. Discussion followed. Mrs. 

Tersigni asked how else events like summer recreation would get out to residents.  

Mrs. Jordan stated that that information was sent out on the borough email blast. 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that this does not always work as she does not receive the 

email blasts.  Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. James said that it was suggested that maybe it should go out monthly so that 

we are not waiting for information. Council discussed the possibility of mailing 

an annual calendar of events out at the start of the year and then if groups like the 

Environmental Commission or Recreation Commission want to do a separate 

mailing- they can. He will finish out the year with the current system but would 

like to have a plan for handling it differently next year.  

 

Environmental Commission -  

● Mr. James reported that they canceled the stormdrain labeling and hope to move 

forward with it in the fall, possibly in October.  
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● Mr. James stated that the town wide litter clean-up was held and they had 8 

volunteers and 4 DPW employees assist in collecting about a dozen bags of trash.  

He explained that the town was fairly clean but there is a lot of litter deep in the 

park which they will plan to address in the future. 

 

● Mr. James said they had additional Clean Community Funds and they would like 

to purchase Doggy Pot Waste Station. He explained it is a sign, a bag dispenser 

and garbage can that is mounted on a poll and they would like to purchase three, 

one for Point Park and two at Tuxhorn Park to try to get people to be considerate 

and clean up after their pets. Discussion followed. Mr. James stated they cost 

$366 each and bags are additional.   

 

 Mr. James explained that they also found outdoor garbage and recycling cans 

which may help reduce litter at the park. Mr. Francisco stated that Clean 

Communities money could be used to pay on call employees for time needed to 

maintain these receptacles. Discussion continued. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council authorize the Environmental Commission to use the 

remaining Clean Communities grant funds to purchase dog waste, garbage and recycling 

bins; seconded by Mr. James. All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

M. Tersigni: 

Planning Board –  

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that zoning enforcement is a Council issue therefore the two 

shed violations will have to be addressed by Council not the Planning Board in 

the future. 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Board Attorney questioned the length of time escrow 

balances are being held. Mr. Edleston stated that typically the CFO would send a 

letter to the professionals asking them to sign off that the project is complete and 

all bills have been paid. Mr. Francisco stated that he can do that but the money 

held is for the big corporations like TA where there home office is in Tennessee.  

If we release the money, then the next week they may submit a new application 

and we have to again request an escrow fee.  Discussion followed. Mrs. Tersigni 

stated that the Board Attorney implied there was a statutory timeframe for which 

the money needs to be refunded. Mr. Edleston stated he did not know any such 

deadline, but thought that usually it was addressed when applicant asked for 

balances to be refunded. 

 

Tax Appeals - 

● Out of the seven appeals, two had hearings. One remained the same and the other 

was granted a $69,000 reduction.  Mrs. Tersigni stated that an appeal has to be 

filed in a few weeks so we will be discussing the matter further in executive 

session later tonight. 
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Bridge Replacement Meeting- 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated there were very few attendees. The Bridge is structurally 

deficient.  It will be replaced with a truss bride similar to the Milford Bridge. The 

existing 19’ clearance will be increased to 23’ and they will also install a second 

track.  The plans have been modified slightly and will be on file with the Clerk. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that they will have to negotiate all the rights of way and they 

announced that they had the blessing of Green Acres. She told them that some of 

that property was not Green Acres but rather belonged to the Borough and that 

that area next to the Borough Garage is the only area where the Borough would be 

able to expand. The County will have to reach out to the Borough to get approval 

to expand their right of way onto our property.  

 

The Bridge will be completely closed for a period of 6 – 8 months during 

construction. They will be doing post construction restoration of Willow and 

Milford. The next public meeting will be held in 1 – 2 years and they are looking 

for a letter of support from the Borough, which the Mayor will write. 

 

General Matters - 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated there was a complaint of increased water run-off from North 

Street possibly due to changes made by residents. 

 

● Vicky Papics will serve as liaison for the Hunterdon County Tri-centennial 

Celebration. 

 

● Clean-up day is Saturday July 20, 2013 from 8 – 11. Mrs. Tersigni stated that she 

and Mrs. Papics have worked clean-up day for the past several years. She asked 

for volunteers to work this year. Mrs. Tersigni and Mrs. Papics will cover the 

event by staggering their time. 

 

 The Clerk will follow up with Premier to be sure we are all set for clean-up day as 

she usually does. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Curb Painting- 

● The Clerk advised she reached out to the County to find out if they would paint 

curbs or crosswalks on Church Street. They said they do not do any curb painting 

but would be responsible for the crosswalks and may be hiring an outside 

contractor to do this this year. They will reach out to the Clerk at a later date. 
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 OLD BUSINESS 

 

MAIN STREET PHASE I, II & III PROJECTS  

Mrs. Tersigni stated we are still holding the bond for Phase I & II and asked if that should 

be returned. She advised she gave Maser Consulting the go ahead to begin the 

engineering work for Phase III. 

 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS 

Mrs. Tersigni has been speaking with Freeholder John Hill and he thinks using HART 

services and the County Engineers Office is a great idea and we have already been in 

touch with them.  

 

MILL REDEVELOPMENT 

Nothing new to report. 

 

NORTH STREET/PICKLE LANE 

Mr. Edleston stated that he has held off on doing the Resolution regarding the findings of 

the title search because he would like it to address both Pickle Lane and North Street. He 

advised he has asked PLS to provide a quote for searching the status the North Street 

extension. He explained they had been previously hired to search Pickle Lane not North 

Street.  He does not believe the cost will be high as they have much of the background 

work already completed. 

 

Mr. Edleston advised he had sent a letter to the Lance’s Attorney indicating for the record 

that he never gave them permission to do any land clearing on private property and that if 

they have done work to pickle Lane and think they own half of it, they don’t according to 

our title searcher. Mrs. Tersigni explained that the Lance’s had done significant land 

clearing on a section of Pickle Lane and the biggest issue was that they alleged that Mr. 

Edleston gave them permission to do so. 

 

Mr. James moved Council authorize Mr. Edleston to have PLS conduct a search for the 

North Street extension for a cost not to exceed $750; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Jordan-aye; James-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

BETHLEHEM/ BLOOMSBURY JOINT COURT 

Mrs. Tersigni reported she met with the Borough finance professionals about this matter, 

and we have received all of the information and some of it had to be OPRA requested by 

the Clerk.  She stated that she feels it is premature to discuss it now as they are still 

working through the numbers.  She advised that Mr. Stiehler will be reaching out to their 

Mayor about the same in the near term. 
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SECOND READING - ORDINANCE # 104-13 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

THE LAND USE ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY TO 

UPDATE PUBLIC NOTICE AND SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND 

INCORPORATE HIGHLANDS COUNCIL CALL-UP PROVISIONS FOR 

APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE HIGHLANDS 

PRESERVATION AREA 

 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Bloomsbury, which lies fully in the Highlands 

Preservation Area, did submit a Petition for Plan Conformance to the Highlands Council 

pursuant to the requirements of the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act 

(N.J.S.A.13:20-1 et seq.); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Council approved said Petition on June 16, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Council requires the adoption of a Development 

Application Checklist Ordinance as part of Plan Conformance to ensure that Applicants 

achieve compliance with the standards and protections required under the Highland 

Regional Master Plan conditioned upon subsequent approval by the Highlands Council or 

the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) for land located in 

whole or in part within the Preservation Area portion of the Borough of Bloomsbury. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Bloomsbury that the Land Use Ordinance of the Borough of Bloomsbury be 

and is hereby amended to incorporate the following provisions: 

 

SECTION 1.  APPLICABILITY 

Section 303.8 

This Ordinance shall apply to any Application for Development involving lands located 

within (or partially within) the Borough/Township/Town Highlands Area (as illustrated 

in Exhibit 1, “Borough of Bloomsbury Highlands Preservation Area”) that seeks approval 

of a site plan, subdivision, or change in use, where approval of such Application would: 

a) result in the ultimate disturbance of one (1) acre or more of land; b) produce a 

cumulative impervious surface area of one-quarter (¼) acre, or more; c) in the case of 

residential development, create three or more dwelling units; or d) introduce or expand on 

any of the following land uses/facilities:  

A. Landfills; 

B. Permanent storage or disposal of hazardous wastes, industrial or municipal 

sludge or radioactive materials, including solid waste landfills;  

C. Collection and transfer facilities for hazardous wastes, solid wastes that 

contain hazardous materials, and radioactive materials; 

D. Industrial treatment facility lagoons; or 
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E. Any Major or Minor Potential Contaminant Source (as identified in Appendix 

A and Appendix B of this Ordinance, respectively) on lands located within 

200 feet of the wellhead of any public community well or public non-

community well, as these are defined at Section 6 below. 

For purposes of this Ordinance, the phrases “Application for Development,” “Highlands 

Area,” “residential development,” “ultimate disturbance,” and “cumulative impervious 

surface area” shall be defined as provided at Section 6 below. 

SECTION 2.  ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLETENESS 

 

A. CONSISTENCY DETERMINATIONS REQUIRED. No Application for 

Development included in Section 1 above, shall be deemed complete or considered for 

review by the applicable Land Use Board until and unless the Applicant has obtained and 

provided a copy of: 

1. A Consistency Determination from the Highlands Council indicating that the 

application is consistent with the Highlands Regional Master Plan; or 

2. A Consistency Determination from the Highlands Council indicating that the 

application is not consistent with the Highlands Regional Master Plan, 

accompanied by a certification, as detailed in Section 1.B below.  

B. FINDINGS OF INCONSISTENCY. Where a Highlands Council Consistency 

Determination indicates that an Application for Development is inconsistent with the 

Highlands Regional Master Plan, no such application shall be deemed complete or 

considered for review by the applicable Land Use Board, until or unless the Applicant 

has obtained from the professional(s) responsible for preparation of the Applicant’s plans, 

a certification indicating that to the best of the knowledge and abilities of such 

professional(s), the application has, since review by the Highlands Council, been revised 

to achieve consistency with the Highlands Regional Master Plan, and specifically 

describing the revisions made to achieve such consistency. 

 

C.  CHECKLIST WAIVER.  The Borough may issue a waiver from the provisions of 

this Section where it can be established by the Applicant and can be verified by the 

designated representative(s) of the Borough that:  

1. The activity, improvement or development proposed by the subject Application 

for Development has not yet been formally determined to be exempt from the 

Highlands Act (see Section 5.B, below), but eligibility for an exemption has been 

sufficiently established by the Applicant; or   

2. The activity, improvement or development proposed in the Application for 

Development will neither encroach upon a Highlands Resource or Highlands 

Resource Area, nor be of detrimental impact to any Highlands resource or 

Highlands Resource Area as these are identified and delineated in the Highlands 
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Regional Master Plan.  The Applicant’s professional(s) responsible for 

preparation of the Applicant’s plan shall establish compliance of the above 

through a formal certification specifically addressing the Highlands Resources 

and Resource Areas and related policies and objectives as identified in Chapter 4 

of the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  

D.  HIGHLANDS COUNCIL CALL-UP.  All municipal waivers or findings of 

application completeness issued pursuant to this Section shall be issued in writing, 

inclusive of a statement indicating the rationale for the determination. All such 

determinations shall be subject to Highlands Council call-up review, and shall include 

conditions requiring same consistent with this paragraph. The municipality shall within 

five (5) calendar days of issuance of all such determinations, provide a copy of the 

decision to the Applicant and to the Highlands Council. The Highlands Council call-up 

review period shall expire 15 calendar days following its receipt of same. Upon 

determining to exercise this authority for call-up review, the Highlands Council shall 

transmit notice to the Applicant and the municipality. Absent any such notification from 

the Highlands Council within that timeframe, the application shall be considered 

complete, with the date of the waiver or finding of application completeness to be as of 

the date of first issuance by the municipality.   

SECTION 3.  NOTICE REQUIREMENTS 

 

The provisions of this section shall apply in addition to all requirements concerning 

public notice for Applications for Development as provided under the MLUL and 

required pursuant to the underlying municipal land use ordinances. 

A. NOTICE TO HIGHLANDS COUNCIL OF APPLICATION. The applicant for any 

Application for Development shall provide notice to the Highlands Council at least ten 

(10) days prior to the date on which the application is scheduled for consideration by the 

local Board. A copy of the complete application shall accompany such notice regarding 

any Application for Development involving the potential disturbance of two (2) acres, or 

more, or a cumulative increase in impervious coverage of one (1) acre, or more. The 

applicant shall provide copies of any subsequent revisions to such applications to the 

Highlands Council at the same time these are provided to the reviewing Board. If such 

plans or plats have been prepared in digital form, they shall be provided to the Highlands 

Council in a digital format that meets Highlands Council standards for such submissions. 

B. NOTICE OF DECISION REQUIRED.  The reviewing Board shall provide a 

certified copy of the fully-executed resolution memorializing its final decision regarding 

any Application for Development to the Highlands Council within ten (10) days of its 

adoption.  This provision shall apply in all cases, whether the Board approves the 

Application for Development, denies it, or approves it with conditions. 

SECTION 4.  HIGHLANDS COUNCIL CALL-UP PROVISIONS 
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All Board decisions pertaining to Applications for Development involving the ultimate 

disturbance of two (2) acres or more of land or a cumulative increase in impervious 

surface by one (1) acre or more, are subject to call-up and subsequent review by the 

Highlands Council in accordance with procedural requirements and timeframes 

established pursuant to the Highlands Act. The Highlands Council may, on notice to the 

applicant within 15 calendar days of receipt of the memorializing resolution of the 

reviewing Board, review and require a public hearing on the application. In that case, 

subsequent to the hearing the Highlands Council may approve the Application for 

Development, deny it, or issue an approval with conditions. 

The following conditions of approval shall be attached to any Application for 

Development approved pursuant to the MLUL which involves lands within or partially 

within the Highlands Preservation Area.  

A. NO LAND DISTURBANCE. No land disturbance approved in connection with an 

Application for Development involving the ultimate disturbance of two (2) acres or more 

of land or a cumulative increase in impervious surface by one (1) acre or more, shall 

occur until and unless, either: 

1. The  Highlands Council call-up period has expired without issuance of a notice 

seeking review of the application by the Highlands Council; or 

2. The Highlands Council has issued notice, and has reviewed the approval pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 13:20-17(a) 1 and has determined not to deny or modify the approval. 

B. AMENDMENTS. In the event that Highlands Council review of an approved 

Application for Development pursuant to this Section results in a finding that the plans 

must be modified, the applicant shall amend the application accordingly and submit the 

amended application to the reviewing Board for approval. Such submissions shall include 

the written findings and notice of decision of the Highlands Council and any subsequent 

approval by the Land Use Board shall incorporate any conditions imposed by the 

Highlands Council. 

C. APPROVALS CONDITIONED ON STATE APPROVALS.  All approvals shall be 

subject to the approval of any and all State agencies or other authorities having 

jurisdiction over any aspect or aspects of the approved Application for Development. 

D. AS-BUILT SURVEYS REQUIRED.  Prior to issuance of any final Certificate of 

Occupancy or Approval, or to the release of any performance bonding held in relation to 

the approved Application for Development, the applicant shall provide an “as-built” 

survey depicting the final site conditions. 

E. SUBMISSION OF FINAL PLANS/PLATS TO HIGHLANDS COUNCIL.  The 

applicant shall provide a copy of any final site plan or subdivision plat to the Highlands 

Council. If such plans or plats have been prepared in digital form, they shall be provided 

to the Highlands Council in a digital format that meets Highlands Council standards for 

such submissions in lieu of copies printed on paper. 
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SECTION 5.  EXCLUSIONS AND EXEMPTIONS 

A. EXCLUSIONS. The following specific improvements and related applications shall 

be excluded from the provisions of this Ordinance: 

 

1. The reconstruction, within the same footprint, of any building or other structure 

lawfully existing as of the effective date of this Ordinance, in the event of its 

destruction or partial destruction by fire, storm, natural disaster, or any other 

unintended circumstance.  

2. Any improvement or alteration to a building or other structure lawfully existing as 

of the effective date of this Ordinance, where such improvement or alteration is 

necessary for compliance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act, or to otherwise provide accessibility to the disabled. 

3. Any Agricultural or Horticultural Use or Development that would not result in 

either:   

a. An increase, since the date of enactment of the Highlands Act (August 10, 

2004), either individually or cumulatively, of new agricultural impervious 

cover of greater than three percent (3%) to the total land area of a Farm 

Management Unit. Solar panels shall not be included in any calculation of 

agricultural impervious cover (all terms as defined in Section 6, below); or 

b. Construction of three (3) or more residential dwelling units (including 

accessory dwelling units) served by individual on-site septic system(s). 

B.  EXEMPTIONS.  Any activity, improvement or development project listed and 

demonstrated to constitute a Highlands Act exemption shall be exempt from the 

provisions of this Ordinance. Formal demonstration of a Highlands Act exemption for 

an Application for Development involving lands located (or partially located) in the 

Preservation Area shall consist of one of the following:  

1. A Highlands Applicability Determination (HAD) issued by the NJDEP 

indicating that the proposal qualifies as a Highlands Act Exemption.  

SECTION 6.  DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words, and their 

derivations shall have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this 

Ordinance clearly demonstrates a different meaning. When not inconsistent with the 

context, words used in the present tense include the future, words used in the plural 

number include the singular number, and words used in the singular number include the 

plural number. The word “shall” is always mandatory and not merely directory. 
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Agricultural or Horticultural Development – means construction for the purposes of 

supporting common farm site activities, including but not limited to, the production, 

harvesting, storage, grading, packaging, processing, and the wholesale and retail 

marketing of crops, plants, animals, and other related commodities and the use and 

application of techniques and methods of soil preparation and management, fertilization, 

weed, disease, and pest control, disposal of farm waste, irrigation, drainage and water 

management, and grazing. 

Agricultural or Horticultural Use – means the use of land for common farmsite 

activities, including but not limited to, the production, harvesting, storage, grading, 

packaging, processing, and the wholesale and retail marketing of crops, plants, animals, 

and other related commodities and the use and application of techniques and methods of 

soil preparation and management, fertilization, weed, disease, and pest control, disposal 

of farm waste, irrigation, drainage and water management, and grazing. 

Agricultural Impervious Cover – means agricultural or horticultural buildings, 

structures or facilities with or without flooring, residential buildings and paved areas, but 

not meaning temporary coverings. 

Applicant – means a developer submitting an Application for Development. 

Application for Development – means the application form and all accompanying 

documents required by ordinance for approval of a subdivision plat, site plan, planned 

development, conditional use, zoning variance, or direction of the issuance of a permits 

pursuant to section 25 or section 27 of P.L.1975, c.291 (C.40:55D-34 or C.40:55D-36). 

Disturbance – means the placement of impervious surface, the exposure or movement of 

soil or bedrock, or the clearing, cutting, or removing of vegetation.  

Disturbance, Ultimate – means the total existing or proposed area of disturbance of a 

lot, parcel, or other legally designated (or otherwise legally recognized) tract or 

subdivision of land, for the purpose of, and in connection with, any human activity, 

property improvement, or development, including the surface area of all buildings and 

structures, all impervious surfaces, and all associated land disturbances such as 

excavated, filled, and graded areas, and all lawn and landscape areas. Ultimate 

disturbance shall not include areas of prior land disturbance which at the time of 

evaluation: a) contain no known man-made structures (whether above or below the 

surface of the ground) other than such features as old stone rows or farm field fencing; 

and b) consist of exposed rock outcroppings, or areas which, through exposure to natural 

processes (such as weathering, erosion, siltation, deposition, fire, flood, growth of trees or 

other vegetation) are no longer impervious or visually obvious, or ecologically restored 

areas which will henceforth be preserved as natural areas under conservation restrictions. 

Farm Management Unit – means a parcel or parcels of land, whether contiguous or 

noncontiguous, together with agricultural or horticultural buildings, structures and 

facilities, producing agricultural or horticultural products, and operated as a single 

enterprise. 

Highlands Council – means the New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning 

Council.  
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Highlands Act – means the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act, P.L. 2004, 

c.120, as amended, codified in part at N.J.S.A. 13:20-1 et seq. 

Highlands Applicability Determination (HAD) – means the determination made by the 

NJDEP of whether a project proposed for the Preservation Area is a major Highlands 

development, whether any such major Highlands development is exempt from the 

Highlands Act, and whether the project is consistent with the applicable Areawide Water 

Quality Management Plan. 

Highlands Area – means that portion of the municipality for which the land use planning 

and regulation are in conformance with, or are intended or proposed to be in conformance 

with, the Highlands Regional Master Plan, specifically in the context of this Ordinance, 

the Borough of Bloomsbury Highlands Preservation Area. 

Highlands Region – means all that area within the boundaries of the municipalities listed 

in subsection a. of section 7 of the Highlands Act. 

Impervious Surface – means any structure, surface, or improvement that reduces or 

prevents absorption of stormwater into land, including, but not limited to, porous paving, 

paver blocks, gravel, crushed stone, decks, patios, elevated structures, and other similar 

structures, surfaces, or improvements.  

Impervious Surfaces, Cumulative – means the total area of all existing or proposed 

impervious surfaces situated or proposed to be situated within the boundary lines of a lot, 

parcel, or other legally recognized subdivision of land, expressed either as a measure of 

land area such as acreage, or square feet, or as a percentage of the total lot or parcel area. 

Major Potential Contaminant Sources (PCS) – means land uses and activities 

determined by the Highlands Council to pose a major risk of ground water contamination 

(see Appendix A).  

Minor Potential Contaminant Sources (PCS) – means land uses and activities 

determined by the Highlands Council to pose a minor risk of ground water contamination 

(see Appendix B). 

Municipal Land Use Law (MLUL) – means the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq. 

NJDEP – New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

NJDEP Preservation Area Rules – means the regulations established by the NJDEP to 

implement requirements of the Highlands Act, titled “Highlands Water Protection and 

Planning Act Rules,” and codified at N.J.A.C. 7:38-1 et seq. 

Planning Area – means lands within the Highlands Region not within the Preservation 

Area (N.J.S.A. 13:20-7). 

Plan Conformance – means the process by which a municipality revises the master plan, 

development regulations and other regulations related to the development and use of land 

to conform them with the goals, requirements, and provisions of the Regional Master 

Plan in accordance with the Highlands Plan Conformance Guidelines. 
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Preservation Area – means that portion of the Highlands Region so designated by 

subsection b. of section 7 of the Highlands Act. 

Public Community Well – means a well that provides water to a public water system 

serving at least 15 service connections used by year-round residents or regularly serving 

at least 25 year-round residents.  

Public Non-Community Well – means a well that is not a public community well and 

that provides water to a public water system regularly serving at least 25 individuals for 

at least 60 days in any given calendar year. 

Regional Master Plan (RMP) – means the Highlands Regional Master Plan or any 

revision thereof adopted by the Highlands Council pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:20-8. 

Solar Panel – means an elevated panel or plate, or a canopy or array thereof, that 

captures and converts solar radiation to produce power, and includes flat plate, focusing 

solar collectors, or photovoltaic solar cells and excludes the base or foundation of the 

panel, plate, canopy, or array. (As defined by the Highlands Act, N.J.S.A. 13:20-1 et seq, 

as amended.) 

Structure – means a combination of materials to form a construction for occupancy, use 

or ornamentation whether installed on, above, or below the surface of a parcel of land. 

 

SECTION 7 

If any portion, paragraph, clause, sentence or phrase of this Ordinance is determined to be 

invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the 

remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 8 

All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of 

such inconsistency only. 

 

SECTION 9 

This Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and publication in the manner 

prescribed by law. 
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APPENDIX A. MAJOR POTENTIAL CONTAMINANT SOURCES 

Land uses and activities determined by the Highlands Council (based on New Jersey Safe 

Drinking Water Act regulations at N.J.A.C. 7:10 and NJDEP regulations) to be Major Potential 

Contaminant Sources include those listed below. 

1. Underground fuel and chemical storage and oil tanks regulated by NJDEP under 

provisions of the Underground Storage of Hazardous Substances Act (N.J.S.A. 

58:10A-21 et seq.).  

2. Above-ground storage facility for a hazardous substance or waste with a cumulative 

capacity greater than 2,000 gallons.  

3. Automotive service center (repair & maintenance).  

4. Dry cleaning processing facility.  

5. Road salt storage facility.  

6. Cemetery.  

7. Highway maintenance yard.  

8. Truck, bus, locomotive maintenance yard.  

9. Site for storage and maintenance of heavy construction equipment and materials.  

10. Site for storage and maintenance of equipment and materials for landscaping, 

excluding household storage and maintenance of such equipment.  

11. Livestock operation containing 300 or more Animal Units (AU) [1 AU= 1000 pounds 

of live animal weight] as defined by the NJ Department of Agriculture in its Criteria 

and Standards for Animal Waste Management, at NJAC 2:91.  

12. Quarrying and/or mining facility.  

13. Asphalt and/or concrete manufacturing facility.  

14. Junkyard/auto recycling and scrap metal facility.  

15. Residential or agricultural motor fuel in NJDEP exempted underground storage tanks 

(i.e., under 1,000 gallons). 
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APPENDIX B. MINOR POTENTIAL CONTAMINANT SOURCES 

Land uses and activities determined by the Highlands Council (based on New Jersey Safe 

Drinking Water Act regulations at N.J.A.C. 7:10 and NJDEP regulations) to be Minor Potential 

Contaminant Sources include the following: 

1. Underground storage of hazardous substance or waste of less than 50 gallons.  

2. Underground heating oil storage tank with a capacity of less than 2,000 gallons.  

3. Sewage treatment facility regulated by a NJPDES permit granted under NJAC 7:14A.  

4. Industrial waste line. 

5. Septic system disposal field.  

6. Facility requiring a ground water discharge permit issued by the NJDEP pursuant to 

N.J.A.C 7:14A et seq.  

7. Stormwater retention-recharge basin on an industrial property receiving runoff from 

surfaces other than roof areas.  

8. Dry well on an industrial property receiving runoff from surfaces other than roof 

areas. 

9. Waste oil collection, storage and recycling facility.  

10. Agricultural chemical bulk storage and mixing or loading facility including crop 

dusting facilities.  

11. Above-ground storage of hazardous substance or waste in quantities of less than 

2,000 gallons.  

12. Livestock operation containing 8 or more Animal Units (AU) [1 AU= 1000 pounds of 

live animal weight] or those receiving 142 or more tons of animal waste per year as 

defined by the NJ Department of Agriculture pursuant to its Criteria and Standards 

for Animal Waste Management, at NJAC 2:91. 

      

Mr. James moved Council open the public hearing; seconded by Mr. Stiehler. All ayes. Motion 

carried. 

 

No Comment. 

 

Mr. James moved Council close the public hearing; seconded by Mrs. Papics. All ayes. Motion 

carried. 

 

Mrs. Jordan moved Council adopt Ordinance # 104-13; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Jordan-aye; James-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye. Motion carried. 

 

2013 BOROUGH HALL LEASE 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that following the last Council meeting, the lease came back to her and they 

have eliminated the language regarding maintenance issues other than the snow removal. She 

stated that she wants that back in that it was in there last year and she has spoken to Mr. Edleston 
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and he advised this is just a letter of agreement it is really not a true lease and there are no actual 

right included in it. Mrs. Tersigni will reach out to them to see if someone can meet with her next 

Monday to discuss the matter further. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTION #40-13 - INSERTION INTO THE 2013 BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH 

OF BLOOMSBURY IN THE AMOUNT OF $150,000.00 FROM THE STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, MUNICIPAL AID PROGRAM - 

MAIN STREET, PHASE  

 

         WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A-:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 

any  municipality when such item shall have been available by Law and the amount thereof was 

not determined at the adoption of the Budget; and 

 

          WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for 

equal amount. 

 

          NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Bloomsbury request the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 

revenue in the year 2013 budget in the sum of $ 150,000.00 which item is now available from the 

State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation, Municipal Aid Program – Main Street, Phase 

3 

 

          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $ 150,000.00 and the same is hereby 

appropriated under caption: 

 

           “UNDER STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS OFF-SET BY REVENUES” 

 

State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation, Municipal Aid Program – Main Street, Phase 

3. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above is the result of the approval and the receipt of an 

award letter from the State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation. 

 

Mrs. Jordan moved Council adopt Resolution # 40-13; seconded by Mr. Stiehler.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: Jordan-aye; James-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye. Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION #41-13 - A RESOLUTION SETTING THE SALARIES  & WAGES FOR 

EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2013 

 

 WHEREAS, The Borough of Bloomsbury has adopted a salary ordinance # 102-13 

setting salary and wage ranges for 2013, and 
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 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this resolution will specify the specific 

2013 salary or wage for each employee serving in each position as follows: 

   

Position (Employee)     Salary or Wage 

a.  Borough Clerk/Administrator (Burd-Reindel) $44,902 per year, plus 

     $37.16/hr. for additional hours 

b.  Registrar (Burd-Reindel)    $1,242 per year 

c.  Deputy Registrar (Ruta)    $100 per year 

d.  Chief Financial Officer (Francisco)  $19,674 per year 

e.  Tax Assessor (Hagaman)    $10,131 per year 

f.  Tax Collector (Brown)    $6,598 per year 

g.   Public Works Superintendent (R Heinrich, Sr) $17,508 per year, plus 

     $22.44/hr for hours in excess of 65 per month 

h.  Public Works Laborer #1(Stonebach)  $15,629 per year, plus 

     $19.25/hr for hours in excess of 65 per month  

i.  Planning Bd. Secretary (Burd-Reindel)  $3,727 per year 

j.  Code Enforcement Officer (Crevling)  $6,460 per year, plus 

       $25.00 per sidewalk inspection 

k.  Emergency Mgt. Coordinator (Papics)  $1,925 per year, plus 

     $10.15/hr for FEMA related hours 

l.   Dog/Cat Licensing Official (Burd-Reindel) $518 per year 

m.  School Crossing Guard (Jordan & Vanya) $31.35 per day 

n.   Regular Laborer (Clark, Douglas, D. Heinrich,  $16.56 per hour 

K. Heinrich, R. Heinrich Jr, Pacenti, Smith, Tuxhorn 

o.   Municipal Recycling Coordinator (Douglas) $518 per year  

p.   Tax Clerk (Burd-Reindel)    $2,436 per year   

 

   

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the above salaries and wages 

shall include a 1.5% increase and shall be retroactive to January 1, 2013.  

 

Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution #41-13 with a 1.5% increase; seconded by Mr. 

Stiehler. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Tersigni-aye; Stiehler-aye. Motion carried.   

      

 

RESOLUTION # 42-13 - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

ENDORCEMENT OF A TWA PERMIT APPLICATION FOR PILOT 

TRAVEL CENTERS, BLOCK 30; LOT 1 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury, that the 

Mayor is hereby authorized to execute Section A-1 of the WQM-003 form of the Treatment 

Works Application for Block 30; Lot 1; otherwise known as 979 Route 173 in the Borough of 

Bloomsbury. Prior to the signing the application, the applicant shall agree to the following: 

 

 



 
 19 

 1) The applicant shall pay for the Borough's engineering and legal costs associated  

  with the review of the TWA and subsequent construction of the septic system. 

 

 2) Since the proposed septic system will be removing existing parking on-site, the  

  applicant shall submit a revised site plan application to the Land Use Board prior  

  to any occupancy of the building verifying that sufficient parking will be provided 

  for the proposed use. 

 

 3) County Department of Health approval if required. 

 

 4) Approval is subject to compliance with the Borough Engineer's    

  Recommendations. 

 

Mr. Stiehler moved Council adopt Resolution # 42-13; seconded by Mrs. Papics. All ayes. 

Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 43-13 - APPOINTMENT OF ON - CALL EMPLOYEES 

FOR THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS 

 

WHEREAS, from time to time it is necessary for the Department of Public Works 

Supervisor to hire additional, part-time help in order to provide services to the Borough, and 

WHEREAS, these services are occasional or seasonal in nature including but not limited 

to road repairs, snowplowing, leaf pickup and brush pickup: 

NOW THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the following shall be appointed as On-Call 

Employees for the Borough of Bloomsbury for Calendar Year 2013 and shall be required to 

endorse the required On-Call Employment Agreement.  

Bob Clark   Kevin Heinrich 

Steve Douglas   Ed Pacenti 

Bob Heinrich Jr.  Norman Smith 

Dave Heinrich   George Tuxhorn 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all On-call employees will be paid the hourly laborer 

rate in accordance with the Salary Ordinance. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforementioned On-call employees will not be 

eligible for additional benefits such as paid time off from work, medical coverage or 

unemployment benefits.       

Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution #43-13; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All ayes. Motion 

carried. 

 

GARBAGE BID SPECS 

Mr. Edleston stated that this will get us back on a calendar year basis explaining that we got off 

schedule when we were forced to re-bid the last time. The Clerk voiced concern over possible 

additional typographical errors in the bid specs, noting one on the first page. Brief discussion 

followed. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council approve the Bid Specifications as amended; seconded by Mrs. 

Jordan.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye. Motion carried. 

 

PARK SIGNAGE 

Council discussed the need for signage at the Borough Park outlining rules on a large sign to be 

mounted to the side of the snack shack. Mr. James voiced support for the idea and stated that 

additional signs should be posted at the lower entrance to the park as well. Mrs. Tersigni asked 

Mr. Francisco if Council should authorize the purchase at a cost to exceed. Mr. James stated that 

if Council could authorize a cost not to exceed $750 then we may be able to get one big one and 

three small ones. Discussion followed. The Clerk will get costs per sign and forward to Council 

for consideration at the July meeting. 

 

 

RESOLUTION FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a 

meeting, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury has deemed it 

necessary to go into a closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the 

public,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury will go into closed session for the following reasons as outlined in N.J.S.A. 

10:14-2 to discuss potential litigation. 

 

Mr. Stiehler moved Council enter executive session at 8:40 pm; seconded by Mr. James.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 



 
 21 

Mr. James moved Council re-enter regular session at 9:02; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that it is 9:02 and we are back in open session.   

 

Mrs. Jordan moved Council authorize Mr. Edleston to file an appeal appealing the decision of 

the Hunterdon County Tax Board on the Sandra Schuler appeal to the New Jersey Tax Court; 

seconded by Mr. James. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye. Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Hagaman will wait for the survey work on North Street and Pickle Lane to be completed 

and then use the metes and bounds descriptions to determine if there are any parcels which need 

to be assigned a block and lot and be added to the tax roll. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she received a letter from the Mayor of Pohatcong Township asking for 

$2,000 to do a forensic audit of Phillipsburg School District and their tuition costs. Brief 

discussion followed. Mrs. Jordan stated that the tuition numbers are all over the place, up one 

year, down the next and sometimes we have credits. All Council members agreed it really a 

School Board issue, not something for Borough Council to get involved in. Mrs. Tersigni will 

send a letter to Pohatcong stating that will not participate. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that there is a depression in the lawn at 3 Fawn Run and the residents have 

been in contact with the Clerk several times over the past year or so about the same. It has been 

determined that it is not due to a leak from either a water line or wastewater line and therefore 

not the responsibility of Aqua NJ or American Water and because it is on private property it is 

not the Borough’s responsibility either. Mrs. Tersigni explained that this had occurred once 

before years ago and that at the time the Borough owned the water company and did not have 

access to good leak detection equipment and therefore just went out and filled it assuming it was 

a leaking water line. Mrs. Tersigni will write a letter advising that she has reviewed all of the 

emails and it has been determined that it is not a Borough issue. Mr. Roseberry has offered to put 

them in touch with a geologist it they want to pursue the matter on their own. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No Comment. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Jordan; seconded by Mr. 

Stiehler.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:14 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd Reindel, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 15, 2013 

 

The re-scheduled meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on May 15, 2013 at 

Borough Hall, 91 Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called 

to order at 7:00 PM by the reading of the Sunshine Law by Kim Francisco. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting 

was provided on April 4, 2013 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James   Al Stiehler    

   Kathleen Jordan  Chris Smith - excused    

   Vicky Papics   Eric Weger    

   Martha Tersigni, Mayor William Edleston, Esq.  

      

FLAG SALUTE 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Stiehler moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 10, 2013; 

seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Jordan-abstain. Motion carried. 

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mr. Weger moved Council accept the Tax Collector's monthly report of April 30, 2013; 

seconded by Mrs. Jordan.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni reported that there was a question at the last meeting regarding the reported 

collection rate of 46% and she verified that this was a correct calculation, it was just the 

timing of the report and she reported as of Monday that we are back on track. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the Bill List of May 15, 2013; seconded by Mr. 

Stiehler. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye, except payroll; Papics-aye, except payroll; 

Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

 

2013 BUDGET - PUBLIC HEARING  
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Mrs. Papics moved Council open the public hearing; seconded by Mr. Weger. All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Stiehler moved Council close the public hearing; seconded Mrs. Papics. All ayes. 

Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Stiehler moved Council adopt the 2013 Budget; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

AUDIT OF 2012 

Mr. Schroeder said in general the Borough had a great year. Our fund balance was up 

about $75,000 to $282,000. There was only one recommendation regarding the 

segregation of duties. He explained our financial administration is so small, there are 

limited checks and balances.  Mr. Schroeder added that to put Council  minds at ease, 

80% of their municipalities have that annual recommendation, stating that in order to 

avoid it, they we would have to hire additional staff and with a limited budget we can not 

afford that. 

 

Mr. Schroeder stated that there were no other recommendations and our financial 

administration should be commended for doing a great job. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni asked if all members of Council had reviewed, at a minimum the 

recommendations as required by law. All members of Council answered in the 

affirmative. Mrs. Tersigni stated there were two comments last year the first regarding 

the Recreation Commission and how they were not providing their financial statements as 

required and this was cleared up.  She stated that the second was regarding the 

segregation of duties. 

 

RESOLUTION 37-13 - GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE 

ANNUAL AUDIT 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to 

have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2012 has been filed by a 

Registered Municipal Accountant with the Borough Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A.40a:5-6, 

and a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and  

 

 WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of 

New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a 

regulation requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, 

certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the 
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governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the section of the annual audit entitled 

"Comments and Recommendation"; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a 

minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, specifically the section of the Annual Audit 

entitled "Comments and Recommendation", as evidenced by the group affidavit form of 

the governing body attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing 

Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt  of the annual audit, pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and 

 

 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have 

familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance 

Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, 

as provided by the Local Finance Board; and 

 

 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of 

the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the Local governing body to the 

penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit: 

 

 R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after 

a date of fixed compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of 

Local Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilt of a 

misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars 

($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his 

office. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the 

Borough of Bloomsbury, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and 

does hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said 

Board to show evidence of said compliance. 

 

Mr. Stiehler moved Council adopt Resolution # 37-13; seconded by Mr. Weger. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

Council members present signed the required affidavit. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the properties which are listed as being in violation of the 

property maintenance ordinance were given 7 days to remedy the situation. If the 

violations have not been abated by May 16, the Clerk will hire on-call employees to 

perform the necessary work. 
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Mr. Creveling will  check the properties and report the status to the Clerk tomorrow. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the zoning report dated May 9, 2013; seconded by 

Mrs. Jordan. All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A. Stiehler: 

 

Board of Education- 

● Mr. Stiehler reported that last night's Board of Education meeting was postponed 

till May 30, 2013. 

 

C. James: 

Environmental Commission -  

● Mr. James reported that a company is donating their services to conduct an 

electronics recycling day and he asked Mr. Edleston if any additional insurance 

would be required. Mr. Edleston stated that the company should provide a copy of 

their certificate of insurance naming the Borough and the Environmental 

Commission as additional insured. Mr. James explained that the event will be held 

at the Borough Park during the Town for Sale. Mr. James stated they will be 

repainting the storm drains the next day with the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 

He explained they are also planning a town wide litter clean up for the 22nd. 

 

Mr. Weger asked who would be doing traffic control when the Boy Scouts and 

Girl Scouts do the storm drain painting.  Mrs. Tersigni stated that the 

Environmental Commission can use some the grant money to purchase vests and 

safety equipment.  Mr. James said that the Troop Leaders will be present and in 

charge. Brief discussion followed. 

 

Eric Weger : 

No report. 

 

V. Papics: 

 

OEM – 

● Mrs. Papics reported that she attended an OEM meeting last night and that 

JCP&L was present and gave a presentation on downed wires and she has four 

DVD's to distribute to the Fire Department, Rescue Squad, DPW and one for our 

files.  She explained it has useful information and she will be handing them out. 

 

Hose Company -  

● Mrs. Papics stated that the Fire Department voiced concern about low tree limbs 

and pot holes on School Street and the tree across from the Fire House.  Mrs. 
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Tersigni stated that the Code Enforcement Officer would have to send notice to 

the property owners and they would be responsible for getting the trees trimmed. 

 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Tax Appeals - 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated there are seven residential tax appeals, six of which will be 

heard on May 22, 2013, one will be re-scheduled. As a reminder, the deadline for 

us to take any action based on any tax board decision will be around July 1st. 

 

Finance – 

● Mrs. Tersigni reported that Super storm Sandy reimbursement to date totals 

$7,187.01. 

 

Planning Board –  

● Mrs. Tersigni stated we are through the last phase of the Highlands Plan 

Conformance and it is the checklist ordinance which will be considered later on 

the agenda. The next task level will focus on economic development and should 

involve a little more interaction with businesses in the municipality. 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni reported that on April 17th, she and Mrs. Papics accompanied Mr. 

Roseberry to Trenton where they met with the DOT Engineering Oversight Team 

to review the Safe Routes to School Grant parameters. She explained we were 

awarded $ 292,000.00 for sidewalk improvements in town, there is however, a 

federal financial component to this that puts us into a different category and 

expects us to have full time employees that we do not have, such as an Engineer 

and Attorney. Discussion followed. 

 

Recreation – 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated we have had trouble obtaining play schedules so that we can 

so that yard maintenance can be completed but it is now under control. 

 

● Summer Recreation will start July 1st and go through August 2nd. They have had 

requests to add lunch support for the day.  She explained that normally there is a 

morning and an afternoon session with children going home for lunch.  Parents 

are looking for it to be an all day event which would require a change to the 

application, an increase in staff and other changes. Mrs. Tersigni stated that Mr. 

Smith will be getting draft language to Mr. Edleston for his review shortly. 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that Mr. Smith and the Recreation Commission Members 

continue to investigate the transformation of the baseball field to all purpose grass 

fields. Greenwich is still fine with us banking their fee.   
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● Field Day will be June 10th with a rain date of June 11th and the DPW has been 

advised of the same. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni reminded Council that Financial Disclosure Statements have to be filed by 

May 31st on line with a paper confirmation of the same delivered to the Clerk. 

 

 

STATE POLICE - PERRYVILLE 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that no one was in attendance from the State Police but she does 

understand that there have been a few break ins around town and we are asking everyone 

to keep and eye out and report anything odd to the State Police. 

  

 OLD BUSINESS 

 

MAIN STREET PHASE I & PHASE II PROJECT  

The most recent information is encompassed in Rick Roseberry's letter dated May 8th.  

He recommends that Council release the final payment to Arnold's Roads as he has 

completed the punch list. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council release the final payment to Arnold's Roads; seconded by 

Mrs. Papics. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Borough has been awarded $150,000.00 for Main Street 

Phase III. Brief discussion followed. Kim will prepare a resolution to add the Grant 

award to the budget at the next meeting. 

 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS 

The Local Aid DOT grant orientation is June 4, 2013. Mrs. Tersigni explained that the 

Clerk and Borough Engineer will be attending. They are trying to find a way to build the 

engineering fees of about $30,000 back into the covered amount.  We are also looking 

into possibly partnering with the County Engineering staff to do our engineering but now 

understand that the County is not qualified to accept federal funding at this time either. 

We are in a hold position and should know more after the upcoming meeting. Discussion 

followed. 

 

MILL REDEVELOPMENT 

Nothing new to report. 

 

BETHLEHEM/ BLOOMSBURY JOINT COURT 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that April 29, 2013, she provided a written request to the Court 

Administrator requesting very specific items including quarterly and annual reports for 

the Borough which are generated for Bethlehem Township, end of the year and 1st 
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quarter administrative court reports for Bethlehem Township and all additional shared 

service members so that we know what everyone is getting,  

 

Municipal Audit reports for the Township for 2010, 2011 & 2012 when available. She 

explained that those are required to be provided to us under the Ordinance, but we don't 

have any of them. 

 

She was provided a copy of the 2011 court operating expenses memo dated June 7, 2012 

but we have not rec'd the  municipal court audit or 2013 municipal court budget or 

anything for any years prior in fact. She would like to also have the most recent judiciary 

visitation report as well. To date, Mrs. Tersigni stated she has not received any of the 

items she has requested. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

HUNTERDON COUNTY 300th CELEBRATION 

Marcia Karrow stated she is chairing the Tri-Centennial Committee. She explained that in 

2011 the Freeholders passed a Resolution creating an honorary committee and creating a 

budget for 12 big events, one to be held each month of 2014. They appointed 12 members 

originally in April 2011 and had grown to 22 people by the end of the year.  They 

decided they wanted to tackle 150 events that would span all ages and interests and 

would appeal to everyone. 

 

They formed a non profit organization, and now have over 120 volunteers signed up to 

date.  They have a website with update and have their IRS designation and are in fund 

raising mode. They plan to raise and spend about $250,000 and have already raised and 

spent about $100,000. 

 

Cynthia Yard, Hunterdon County Administrator appeared before Council to present 

upcoming information about the Hunterdon County 300th Celebration which is planned 

for 2014. 

 

Ms. Karrow stated that next year they have tours of lime kilns, churches, farms and 

taverns with more than 70 lectures planned, including a founding family series, Lindberg, 

women's history and slavery. 

 

There will fun events like an ice cream social and family scavenger hunt.  They have 

commissioned a piece of music, the Hunterdon County Overture, and commissioned a 

three panel mural, representing the three centuries of Hunterdon County. 

 

Ms. Karrow explained that magnets, commemorative blankets and shirts will be sold to 

raise funds. Dan Camponelli, a local artist has painted the historic court house as an 

exclusive fund raiser. The original will be purchased and 300 prints will be made and 

sold.  She explained that one has been reserved for each municipality and #43 has been 

reserve for the Borough of Bloomsbury to represent our Fire Department. Ms. Karrow 
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explained it can be purchased for $195 or framed for $395.  A calendar of his work of 

Hunterdon County landmarks will be created and 25,000 copies will be made to be given 

out free of charge. 

 

Mrs. Karrow explained that on March 22, 2014 they are having an official parade and 

they want all 26 municipalities represented. 

 

Cynthia Yard is running a chili cook off contest, and they have commissioned the art 

department at the Hunterdon Developmental Center to create bowls. 

 

Costumes have been rented for the year for each of the Hunterdon County Freeholders 

and they will dress in costume and have a flat and will participate in all the parades. 

Additionally, every school will participate - in September, one or two freeholders will be 

going into each school, they will have a script and they will challenge each school to 

come with a timeline- which has to be unique to their community about a person about a 

place, the core curriculum is a big deal, they wondered how to tie it into their current 

curriculum, if we have municipal historian or someone who has a lot of knowledge about 

your town, they would like to have that contact info so that the kids could reach out to 

them to  with live bands, a wine tasting fundraiser and a pig roast 

 

Mrs. Yard presented Council with a book and explained that in 1976, the Hunterdon 

County Democrat published it and it talks about Hunterdon County's role in the 

revolution. She explained that the Historical Society had 2,000 copies and they gave her 

enough copies to hand out to the municipalities. 

 

Additional events will include a Civil War re-enactment, Christmas in Hunterdon County 

during the revolutionary war, train rides, a week of Lindberg, Mrs. Karrow stated that all 

five high school marching bands agreed to march together and make history and on 

October 18th they will all be preforming together at Deer Path Park. 

 

Mrs. Yard explained that they have developed a calendar of 300 fun facts of Hunterdon 

County, all municipalities are represented and these calendars will be created and handed 

out to each school, and every school in Hunterdon County will read them at the start of 

each day.  Copies will be provided to each municipality as well. 

 

They would like a point person in Bloomsbury to. the committee of 120 meet twice a 

month from 7 - 9 second Wednesday of the month and the fourth sat of every month from 

9 -11 am a liaison does not have to come to every meeting, but  

 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Borough Park Fence- 

● The Clerk reported that she obtained two quotes to replace the dilapidated fence at 

the park with a new split rail fence. The fence is currently made of short wooden 
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pilings with wire strung between and several of the pilings are rotted off and have 

fallen over. She explained that the wire between could also be a tripping hazard if 

visitors are not aware it is there. 

 

 The Clerk obtained a quote for $ 7,933.00 and one for $9730.00, both would 

include three rail split rail fence and three new cattle gates, with our staff using 

our equipment to remove and dispose of the existing fence material. The Clerk 

asked Council to consider the same. 

 

Borough Code Supplements- 

● The Clerk stated that the Code supplements have been received and asked all 

Council members who to bring their Code books to Borough Hall so she can 

update them. 

 

Street Light Inventory- 

● The Clerk reported that she first began her inventory of the Borough Street lights 

in July  2010 and finally a representative from JCP&L met with her yesterday at 

Borough Hall to go over her concerns. She explained that he brought a team of 

five people to the Borough to complete their own inventory as he admitted their 

information had not been up to date or correct. There are discrepancies but it is 

not at this point clear exactly what they are, but the numbers and types do not add 

up.   

 

The Clerk will compare her original inventory with their new one and see what 

she can come up with.  A list of questions was created at the meeting and he will 

be looking into them and getting back to her. She explained that it may be that 

several lights along County Route 173 and the State Highway 78 may be included 

in our account even though they are not along Borough Streets.  Mr. Prater 

explained that the Borough Officials may have even requested these lights be 

installed many years ago for public safety.  He also stated that if the Borough does 

not want to pay for them, that they can request the State or County take them 

over, but ultimately, if no one wants to pay for them, they would just be shut off. 

 

Mr. Weger asked if JCP&L had simply provided a list of poles or if they had a 

map.  The Clerk explained that they did have a map but it was very small and not 

easily read. She has requested they provide a larger scale copy. Mr. Weger agreed 

that if they are located on a County or State road that they should not be on our 

account. 

  

Borough Hall- 

● The Clerk reported that there had been an odor at Borough Hall in her office, the 

meeting room and the stairwell for a few weeks. She explained that initially she 

and the Mayor thought it may be a dead rodent in the walls or something but the 

smell lingered and got worse over time. The Clerk said that one day it was so bad, 

it smelled like septic and she was forced to leave the building. The Fire 
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Department discovered it was coming from a broken sink drain, that some of what 

was being dumped down the sink was actually running onto a subfloor which 

shares the same air space as the Borough Offices and so the smell was actually 

being caused by methane gases coming up through the pipe, and the stagnate 

water and food matter which was on the floor. The Clerk explained that the Fire 

Department hired Serve Pro to remediate the problem which took several days 

and resulted in the Offices being closed. 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 38-13 - RESOLUTION AUTHORINZING REFUND OF 

REDEMPTION MONIES TO OUTSIDE LIEN HOLDER 

  
 WHEREAS, at the Municipal Tax Sale held on December 5, 2012, a lien was 

sold on Block 19, Lot 18, also known as 70 North Street in Bloomsbury Borough, for 

2011 delinquent taxes: and, 

 

 WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate 2012-001, was assigned to 

Dominikija Prostak, for a 18% redemption fee; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, John Havey, owner, has effected redemption Certificate 2012-001 

in the amount of $15,545.61. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be authorized to 

issue a check in the amount of $15,545.61, payable to Dominikija Prostak, 12 Seventh 

St., Frenchtown, NJ 08825 for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 2012-001. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 38-13; seconded by Mr. Stiehler.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

 

ORDINANCE # 104-13 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAND USE ORDINANCE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY TO UPDATE PUBLIC NOTICE AND 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND INCORPORATE HIGHLANDS 

COUNCIL CALL-UP PROVISIONS FOR APPLICATIONS FOR 

DEVELOPMENT IN THE HIGHLANDS PRESERVATION AREA 

 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Bloomsbury, which lies fully in the Highlands 

Preservation Area, did submit a Petition for Plan Conformance to the Highlands Council 

pursuant to the requirements of the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act 

(N.J.S.A.13:20-1 et seq.); and  
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WHEREAS, the Highlands Council approved said Petition on June 16, 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Council requires the adoption of a Development 

Application Checklist Ordinance as part of Plan Conformance to ensure that Applicants 

achieve compliance with the standards and protections required under the Highland 

Regional Master Plan conditioned upon subsequent approval by the Highlands Council or 

the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) for land located in 

whole or in part within the Preservation Area portion of the Borough of Bloomsbury. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Bloomsbury that the Land Use Ordinance of the Borough of Bloomsbury be 

and is hereby amended to incorporate the following provisions: 

 

SECTION 1.  APPLICABILITY 

Section 303.8 

This Ordinance shall apply to any Application for Development involving lands located 

within (or partially within) the Borough/Township/Town Highlands Area (as illustrated 

in Exhibit 1, “Borough of Bloomsbury Highlands Preservation Area”) that seeks approval 

of a site plan, subdivision, or change in use, where approval of such Application would: 

a) result in the ultimate disturbance of one (1) acre or more of land; b) produce a 

cumulative impervious surface area of one-quarter (¼) acre, or more; c) in the case of 

residential development, create three or more dwelling units; or d) introduce or expand on 

any of the following land uses/facilities:  

A. Landfills; 

B. Permanent storage or disposal of hazardous wastes, industrial or municipal 

sludge or radioactive materials, including solid waste landfills;  

C. Collection and transfer facilities for hazardous wastes, solid wastes that 

contain hazardous materials, and radioactive materials; 

D. Industrial treatment facility lagoons; or 

E. Any Major or Minor Potential Contaminant Source (as identified in Appendix 

A and Appendix B of this Ordinance, respectively) on lands located within 

200 feet of the wellhead of any public community well or public non-

community well, as these are defined at Section 6 below. 

For purposes of this Ordinance, the phrases “Application for Development,” “Highlands 

Area,” “residential development,” “ultimate disturbance,” and “cumulative impervious 

surface area” shall be defined as provided at Section 6 below. 

SECTION 2.  ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLETENESS 
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A. CONSISTENCY DETERMINATIONS REQUIRED. No Application for 

Development included in Section 1 above, shall be deemed complete or considered for 

review by the applicable Land Use Board until and unless the Applicant has obtained and 

provided a copy of: 

1. A Consistency Determination from the Highlands Council indicating that the 

application is consistent with the Highlands Regional Master Plan; or 

2. A Consistency Determination from the Highlands Council indicating that the 

application is not consistent with the Highlands Regional Master Plan, 

accompanied by a certification, as detailed in Section 1.B below.  

B. FINDINGS OF INCONSISTENCY. Where a Highlands Council Consistency 

Determination indicates that an Application for Development is inconsistent with the 

Highlands Regional Master Plan, no such application shall be deemed complete or 

considered for review by the applicable Land Use Board, until or unless the Applicant 

has obtained from the professional(s) responsible for preparation of the Applicant’s plans, 

a certification indicating that to the best of the knowledge and abilities of such 

professional(s), the application has, since review by the Highlands Council, been revised 

to achieve consistency with the Highlands Regional Master Plan, and specifically 

describing the revisions made to achieve such consistency. 

 

C.  CHECKLIST WAIVER.  The Borough may issue a waiver from the provisions of 

this Section where it can be established by the Applicant and can be verified by the 

designated representative(s) of the Borough that:  

1. The activity, improvement or development proposed by the subject Application 

for Development has not yet been formally determined to be exempt from the 

Highlands Act (see Section 5.B, below), but eligibility for an exemption has been 

sufficiently established by the Applicant; or   

2. The activity, improvement or development proposed in the Application for 

Development will neither encroach upon a Highlands Resource or Highlands 

Resource Area, nor be of detrimental impact to any Highlands resource or 

Highlands Resource Area as these are identified and delineated in the Highlands 

Regional Master Plan.  The Applicant’s professional(s) responsible for 

preparation of the Applicant’s plan shall establish compliance of the above 

through a formal certification specifically addressing the Highlands Resources 

and Resource Areas and related policies and objectives as identified in Chapter 4 

of the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  

D.  HIGHLANDS COUNCIL CALL-UP.  All municipal waivers or findings of 

application completeness issued pursuant to this Section shall be issued in writing, 

inclusive of a statement indicating the rationale for the determination. All such 

determinations shall be subject to Highlands Council call-up review, and shall include 
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conditions requiring same consistent with this paragraph. The municipality shall within 

five (5) calendar days of issuance of all such determinations, provide a copy of the 

decision to the Applicant and to the Highlands Council. The Highlands Council call-up 

review period shall expire 15 calendar days following its receipt of same. Upon 

determining to exercise this authority for call-up review, the Highlands Council shall 

transmit notice to the Applicant and the municipality. Absent any such notification from 

the Highlands Council within that timeframe, the application shall be considered 

complete, with the date of the waiver or finding of application completeness to be as of 

the date of first issuance by the municipality.   

SECTION 3.  NOTICE REQUIREMENTS 

 

The provisions of this section shall apply in addition to all requirements concerning 

public notice for Applications for Development as provided under the MLUL and 

required pursuant to the underlying municipal land use ordinances. 

A. NOTICE TO HIGHLANDS COUNCIL OF APPLICATION. The applicant for any 

Application for Development shall provide notice to the Highlands Council at least ten 

(10) days prior to the date on which the application is scheduled for consideration by the 

local Board. A copy of the complete application shall accompany such notice regarding 

any Application for Development involving the potential disturbance of two (2) acres, or 

more, or a cumulative increase in impervious coverage of one (1) acre, or more. The 

applicant shall provide copies of any subsequent revisions to such applications to the 

Highlands Council at the same time these are provided to the reviewing Board. If such 

plans or plats have been prepared in digital form, they shall be provided to the Highlands 

Council in a digital format that meets Highlands Council standards for such submissions. 

B. NOTICE OF DECISION REQUIRED.  The reviewing Board shall provide a 

certified copy of the fully-executed resolution memorializing its final decision regarding 

any Application for Development to the Highlands Council within ten (10) days of its 

adoption.  This provision shall apply in all cases, whether the Board approves the 

Application for Development, denies it, or approves it with conditions. 

SECTION 4.  HIGHLANDS COUNCIL CALL-UP PROVISIONS 

 

All Board decisions pertaining to Applications for Development involving the ultimate 

disturbance of two (2) acres or more of land or a cumulative increase in impervious 

surface by one (1) acre or more, are subject to call-up and subsequent review by the 

Highlands Council in accordance with procedural requirements and timeframes 

established pursuant to the Highlands Act. The Highlands Council may, on notice to the 

applicant within 15 calendar days of receipt of the memorializing resolution of the 

reviewing Board, review and require a public hearing on the application. In that case, 

subsequent to the hearing the Highlands Council may approve the Application for 

Development, deny it, or issue an approval with conditions. 
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The following conditions of approval shall be attached to any Application for 

Development approved pursuant to the MLUL which involves lands within or partially 

within the Highlands Preservation Area.  

A. NO LAND DISTURBANCE. No land disturbance approved in connection with an 

Application for Development involving the ultimate disturbance of two (2) acres or more 

of land or a cumulative increase in impervious surface by one (1) acre or more, shall 

occur until and unless, either: 

1. The  Highlands Council call-up period has expired without issuance of a notice 

seeking review of the application by the Highlands Council; or 

2. The Highlands Council has issued notice, and has reviewed the approval pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 13:20-17(a) 1 and has determined not to deny or modify the approval. 

B. AMENDMENTS. In the event that Highlands Council review of an approved 

Application for Development pursuant to this Section results in a finding that the plans 

must be modified, the applicant shall amend the application accordingly and submit the 

amended application to the reviewing Board for approval. Such submissions shall include 

the written findings and notice of decision of the Highlands Council and any subsequent 

approval by the Land Use Board shall incorporate any conditions imposed by the 

Highlands Council. 

C. APPROVALS CONDITIONED ON STATE APPROVALS.  All approvals shall be 

subject to the approval of any and all State agencies or other authorities having 

jurisdiction over any aspect or aspects of the approved Application for Development. 

D. AS-BUILT SURVEYS REQUIRED.  Prior to issuance of any final Certificate of 

Occupancy or Approval, or to the release of any performance bonding held in relation to 

the approved Application for Development, the applicant shall provide an “as-built” 

survey depicting the final site conditions. 

E. SUBMISSION OF FINAL PLANS/PLATS TO HIGHLANDS COUNCIL.  The 

applicant shall provide a copy of any final site plan or subdivision plat to the Highlands 

Council. If such plans or plats have been prepared in digital form, they shall be provided 

to the Highlands Council in a digital format that meets Highlands Council standards for 

such submissions in lieu of copies printed on paper. 

SECTION 5.  EXCLUSIONS AND EXEMPTIONS 

A. EXCLUSIONS. The following specific improvements and related applications shall 

be excluded from the provisions of this Ordinance: 

 

1. The reconstruction, within the same footprint, of any building or other structure 

lawfully existing as of the effective date of this Ordinance, in the event of its 

destruction or partial destruction by fire, storm, natural disaster, or any other 

unintended circumstance.  
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2. Any improvement or alteration to a building or other structure lawfully existing as 

of the effective date of this Ordinance, where such improvement or alteration is 

necessary for compliance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act, or to otherwise provide accessibility to the disabled. 

3. Any Agricultural or Horticultural Use or Development that would not result in 

either:   

a. An increase, since the date of enactment of the Highlands Act (August 10, 

2004), either individually or cumulatively, of new agricultural impervious 

cover of greater than three percent (3%) to the total land area of a Farm 

Management Unit. Solar panels shall not be included in any calculation of 

agricultural impervious cover (all terms as defined in Section 6, below); or 

b. Construction of three (3) or more residential dwelling units (including 

accessory dwelling units) served by individual on-site septic system(s). 

B.  EXEMPTIONS.  Any activity, improvement or development project listed and 

demonstrated to constitute a Highlands Act exemption shall be exempt from the 

provisions of this Ordinance. Formal demonstration of a Highlands Act exemption for 

an Application for Development involving lands located (or partially located) in the 

Preservation Area shall consist of one of the following:  

1. A Highlands Applicability Determination (HAD) issued by the NJDEP 

indicating that the proposal qualifies as a Highlands Act Exemption.  

SECTION 6.  DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words, and their 

derivations shall have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this 

Ordinance clearly demonstrates a different meaning. When not inconsistent with the 

context, words used in the present tense include the future, words used in the plural 

number include the singular number, and words used in the singular number include the 

plural number. The word “shall” is always mandatory and not merely directory. 

 

Agricultural or Horticultural Development – means construction for the purposes of 

supporting common farm site activities, including but not limited to, the production, 

harvesting, storage, grading, packaging, processing, and the wholesale and retail 

marketing of crops, plants, animals, and other related commodities and the use and 

application of techniques and methods of soil preparation and management, fertilization, 

weed, disease, and pest control, disposal of farm waste, irrigation, drainage and water 

management, and grazing. 

Agricultural or Horticultural Use – means the use of land for common farmsite 

activities, including but not limited to, the production, harvesting, storage, grading, 

packaging, processing, and the wholesale and retail marketing of crops, plants, animals, 
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and other related commodities and the use and application of techniques and methods of 

soil preparation and management, fertilization, weed, disease, and pest control, disposal 

of farm waste, irrigation, drainage and water management, and grazing. 

Agricultural Impervious Cover – means agricultural or horticultural buildings, 

structures or facilities with or without flooring, residential buildings and paved areas, but 

not meaning temporary coverings. 

Applicant – means a developer submitting an Application for Development. 

Application for Development – means the application form and all accompanying 

documents required by ordinance for approval of a subdivision plat, site plan, planned 

development, conditional use, zoning variance, or direction of the issuance of a permits 

pursuant to section 25 or section 27 of P.L.1975, c.291 (C.40:55D-34 or C.40:55D-36). 

Disturbance – means the placement of impervious surface, the exposure or movement of 

soil or bedrock, or the clearing, cutting, or removing of vegetation.  

Disturbance, Ultimate – means the total existing or proposed area of disturbance of a 

lot, parcel, or other legally designated (or otherwise legally recognized) tract or 

subdivision of land, for the purpose of, and in connection with, any human activity, 

property improvement, or development, including the surface area of all buildings and 

structures, all impervious surfaces, and all associated land disturbances such as 

excavated, filled, and graded areas, and all lawn and landscape areas. Ultimate 

disturbance shall not include areas of prior land disturbance which at the time of 

evaluation: a) contain no known man-made structures (whether above or below the 

surface of the ground) other than such features as old stone rows or farm field fencing; 

and b) consist of exposed rock outcroppings, or areas which, through exposure to natural 

processes (such as weathering, erosion, siltation, deposition, fire, flood, growth of trees or 

other vegetation) are no longer impervious or visually obvious, or ecologically restored 

areas which will henceforth be preserved as natural areas under conservation restrictions. 

Farm Management Unit – means a parcel or parcels of land, whether contiguous or 

noncontiguous, together with agricultural or horticultural buildings, structures and 

facilities, producing agricultural or horticultural products, and operated as a single 

enterprise. 

Highlands Council – means the New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning 

Council.  

Highlands Act – means the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act, P.L. 2004, 

c.120, as amended, codified in part at N.J.S.A. 13:20-1 et seq. 

Highlands Applicability Determination (HAD) – means the determination made by the 

NJDEP of whether a project proposed for the Preservation Area is a major Highlands 

development, whether any such major Highlands development is exempt from the 

Highlands Act, and whether the project is consistent with the applicable Areawide Water 

Quality Management Plan. 

Highlands Area – means that portion of the municipality for which the land use planning 

and regulation are in conformance with, or are intended or proposed to be in conformance 
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with, the Highlands Regional Master Plan, specifically in the context of this Ordinance, 

the Borough of Bloomsbury Highlands Preservation Area. 

Highlands Region – means all that area within the boundaries of the municipalities listed 

in subsection a. of section 7 of the Highlands Act. 

Impervious Surface – means any structure, surface, or improvement that reduces or 

prevents absorption of stormwater into land, including, but not limited to, porous paving, 

paver blocks, gravel, crushed stone, decks, patios, elevated structures, and other similar 

structures, surfaces, or improvements.  

Impervious Surfaces, Cumulative – means the total area of all existing or proposed 

impervious surfaces situated or proposed to be situated within the boundary lines of a lot, 

parcel, or other legally recognized subdivision of land, expressed either as a measure of 

land area such as acreage, or square feet, or as a percentage of the total lot or parcel area. 

Major Potential Contaminant Sources (PCS) – means land uses and activities 

determined by the Highlands Council to pose a major risk of ground water contamination 

(see Appendix A).  

Minor Potential Contaminant Sources (PCS) – means land uses and activities 

determined by the Highlands Council to pose a minor risk of ground water contamination 

(see Appendix B). 

Municipal Land Use Law (MLUL) – means the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq. 

NJDEP – New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

NJDEP Preservation Area Rules – means the regulations established by the NJDEP to 

implement requirements of the Highlands Act, titled “Highlands Water Protection and 

Planning Act Rules,” and codified at N.J.A.C. 7:38-1 et seq. 

Planning Area – means lands within the Highlands Region not within the Preservation 

Area (N.J.S.A. 13:20-7). 

Plan Conformance – means the process by which a municipality revises the master plan, 

development regulations and other regulations related to the development and use of land 

to conform them with the goals, requirements, and provisions of the Regional Master 

Plan in accordance with the Highlands Plan Conformance Guidelines. 

Preservation Area – means that portion of the Highlands Region so designated by 

subsection b. of section 7 of the Highlands Act. 

Public Community Well – means a well that provides water to a public water system 

serving at least 15 service connections used by year-round residents or regularly serving 

at least 25 year-round residents.  

Public Non-Community Well – means a well that is not a public community well and 

that provides water to a public water system regularly serving at least 25 individuals for 

at least 60 days in any given calendar year. 
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Regional Master Plan (RMP) – means the Highlands Regional Master Plan or any 

revision thereof adopted by the Highlands Council pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:20-8. 

Solar Panel – means an elevated panel or plate, or a canopy or array thereof, that 

captures and converts solar radiation to produce power, and includes flat plate, focusing 

solar collectors, or photovoltaic solar cells and excludes the base or foundation of the 

panel, plate, canopy, or array. (As defined by the Highlands Act, N.J.S.A. 13:20-1 et seq, 

as amended.) 

Structure – means a combination of materials to form a construction for occupancy, use 

or ornamentation whether installed on, above, or below the surface of a parcel of land. 

 

 

SECTION 7 

If any portion, paragraph, clause, sentence or phrase of this Ordinance is determined to be 

invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the 

remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 8 

All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of 

such inconsistency only. 

 

SECTION 9 

This Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and publication in the manner 

prescribed by law. 
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APPENDIX A. MAJOR POTENTIAL CONTAMINANT SOURCES 

Land uses and activities determined by the Highlands Council (based on New Jersey Safe 

Drinking Water Act regulations at N.J.A.C. 7:10 and NJDEP regulations) to be Major Potential 

Contaminant Sources include those listed below. 

1. Underground fuel and chemical storage and oil tanks regulated by NJDEP under 

provisions of the Underground Storage of Hazardous Substances Act (N.J.S.A. 

58:10A-21 et seq.).  

2. Above-ground storage facility for a hazardous substance or waste with a cumulative 

capacity greater than 2,000 gallons.  

3. Automotive service center (repair & maintenance).  

4. Dry cleaning processing facility.  

5. Road salt storage facility.  

6. Cemetery.  

7. Highway maintenance yard.  

8. Truck, bus, locomotive maintenance yard.  

9. Site for storage and maintenance of heavy construction equipment and materials.  

10. Site for storage and maintenance of equipment and materials for landscaping, 

excluding household storage and maintenance of such equipment.  

11. Livestock operation containing 300 or more Animal Units (AU) [1 AU= 1000 pounds 

of live animal weight] as defined by the NJ Department of Agriculture in its Criteria 

and Standards for Animal Waste Management, at NJAC 2:91.  

12. Quarrying and/or mining facility.  

13. Asphalt and/or concrete manufacturing facility.  

14. Junkyard/auto recycling and scrap metal facility.  

15. Residential or agricultural motor fuel in NJDEP exempted underground storage tanks 

(i.e., under 1,000 gallons). 
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APPENDIX B. MINOR POTENTIAL CONTAMINANT SOURCES 

Land uses and activities determined by the Highlands Council (based on New Jersey Safe 

Drinking Water Act regulations at N.J.A.C. 7:10 and NJDEP regulations) to be Minor Potential 

Contaminant Sources include the following: 

1. Underground storage of hazardous substance or waste of less than 50 gallons.  

2. Underground heating oil storage tank with a capacity of less than 2,000 gallons.  

3. Sewage treatment facility regulated by a NJPDES permit granted under NJAC 7:14A.  

4. Industrial waste line. 

5. Septic system disposal field.  

6. Facility requiring a ground water discharge permit issued by the NJDEP pursuant to 

N.J.A.C 7:14A et seq.  

7. Stormwater retention-recharge basin on an industrial property receiving runoff from 

surfaces other than roof areas.  

8. Dry well on an industrial property receiving runoff from surfaces other than roof 

areas. 

9. Waste oil collection, storage and recycling facility.  

10. Agricultural chemical bulk storage and mixing or loading facility including crop 

dusting facilities.  

11. Above-ground storage of hazardous substance or waste in quantities of less than 

2,000 gallons.  

12. Livestock operation containing 8 or more Animal Units (AU) [1 AU= 1000 pounds of 

live animal weight] or those receiving 142 or more tons of animal waste per year as 

defined by the NJ Department of Agriculture pursuant to its Criteria and Standards 

for Animal Waste Management, at NJAC 2:91. 

      

Mr. Weger moved Council Introduce Ordinance # 104-13; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

SPOOKY SPRINT 2013 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the event was discussed at the Recreation Commission meeting. The 

event is being run by the PTO and they would like to do it on Saturday, October 26th; however, 

last year, the Recreation Commission had a scheduled soccer tournament for that day, and they 

had to request their games be cancelled.  She explained that because they were holding play offs, 

they canceled every game that was to be held in Bloomsbury and the Recreation Commission 

lost out on significant income from the snack stand because of it.  They would prefer that the 

Spooky Sprint be held on Sunday instead of Saturday to avoid the conflict this year. Discussion 

followed. 
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Mrs. Papics stated that if that is the Sunday before Halloween that is the same day as the 

Halloween parade. Mrs. Jordan will bring this information to the PTO so that they can consider 

their options. 

 

2013 BOROUGH HALL LEASE 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the updated language has been provided in Council packets; noting that 

the draft lease received from the Fire Department this year was a copy of an old one and did not 

reflect the changes made last year.  She explained that she took the information contained in the 

2012 agreement and incorporated the new snow removal responsibilities as well. Mrs. Tersigni 

stated that this was written before the latest issue with the smell from the broken drain pipe. Mr. 

James stated that in light of what just happened, he would change the response time noted in the 

agreement.  He explained that if it is a non emergency issue they could have two weeks to take 

care of it but that if it is an emergency, it should be dealt with immediately. Discussion followed. 

Mr. Stiehler moved Council authorize the new lease agreement language be sent to the Fire 

Department and for the Mayor and Clerk to execute the same when presented by the Fire 

Department; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All ayes, motion carried. 

 

GABAGE CONTRACT 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that after discussion with the Clerk, we would like to go to bid in July with 

everything due in September so that we would have a chance to re-bid if need be.  She explained 

that Chris James was on the subcommittee last time, and they do not feel there is a reason to 

reconvene that committee as we will keep the language similar to last time. The Clean Up Day 

language will be changed. Discussion followed. Mrs. Tersigni stated that any Council comments 

or suggestion should be provided to the Clerk by June 1st for incorporation into the bid 

documents.  

 

Mrs. Tersigni asked if Council wanted Clean Up Day moved to another day each year. The Clerk 

asked if Council wants to be specific in the date in this contract. Mrs. Tersigni stated that in the 

past it was restricted as there were certain days that the bulk waste could be accepted at the land 

fill. Council suggested that we try to move it to the 3rd Saturday in June as it would follow Town 

for Sale and would be prior to some families going on vacation. 

 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION TO FIRE DEPARTMENT AND RESCUE SQUAD 

Mr. Francisco stated that now that our Budget has been approved, we usually make our annual 

contribution to the Fire Department and Rescue Squad. He explained that it was not included on 

the Bill List for this evening and he asked Council if they would like to make payment for the 

same. 

Mrs. Papics moved Council authorize the Mr. Francisco to send out the annual contributions of 

$11,500 to the Fire Department and the Rescue Squad, and the $5,000 vehicle contribution to the 

Rescue Squad; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 39-13 - BLOOMSBURY HOSE COMPANY LIQUOR LICENSE 2013 
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 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Hose Company is the holder of a liquor license which is to 

expire June 30, 2013, 

  

 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and renewal fees 

have been submitted to the Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny renewal of the aforesaid liquor 

license, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 

 

1.  The liquor license of the Bloomsbury Hose Company No. 1 be and the same is 

 hereby extended for the one-year period beginning July 1, 2013 and terminating 

 June 30, 2014. 

 

2.    Nothing herein shall be construed as relieving the license holder to the             

 obligation to fully comply with all state and municipal regulations relating 

 to the license holder. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 39-13; contingent upon the Clerk receiving the 

Tax Clearance Certificate from the State; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

 

Resolutions regarding opposition to JCP& L rate increase and supporting legislation for 

abandoned property enforcement were distributed to Council for their consideration for the June 

meeting.  The Clerk explained they were received very late and Council did not have time to 

review in advance of the meeting. Mrs. Tersigni asked that comments be forwarded to the Clerk 

and the resolutions can be on the agenda for Council consideration next month if Council is in 

favor of the same. 

 

CURB PAINTING 

Mrs. Tersigni reported that she and the Clerk have spoken to Mr. Roseberry and that the New 

Jersey Statute requires no parking within 20' of a safety zone, within 10' of a fire hydrant in 

either direction, 25' from a cross walk at an intersection or 25' from an intersecting road, 50' from 

a stop sign. Mrs. Tersigni stated that in most of the Borough we have never painted curbs yellow 

at these distances but that even if the curbs are not painted, the statute still stands and people can 

be ticketed for parking in these areas. She added that no parking is allowed 20' from the entrance 

of a fire station as well as 75' on the street opposite a Fire House, she believes these distances 

have been correctly maintained with painted curbs. Discussed followed.  

 

Mr. Weger stated that if the curb painting is required for the new section of Main Street because 

it was funded in part by grant money, then we should paint those curbs, but not throughout the 

Borough as it would further limit available parking. The Clerk voiced concern about the 

crosswalk at Brunswick and Church stating that when cars are parked on the east side of Church 
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Street very close to the corner, it limits sight distance to vehicles traveling north bound on 

Church and they are turning onto Brunswick without watching for pedestrians in the crosswalk. 

Discussion followed. The Clerk will contact the County Road Department to find out who is 

responsible for painting curbs and crosswalks at the County road. 

 

CELEBRATE NEW JERSEY 

Mrs. Tersigni reported receiving correspondence from Celebrate New Jersey. She explained that 

fourth grade students throughout the state participated in a writing contest to research and write 

about people and the history of New Jersey in the United States. She stated that there was an 

award winner from Bloomsbury, Emma Weger and she will be honored along with her family at 

an upcoming event. Council offered congratulations to Emma Weger and her family. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No Comment. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a 

meeting, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury has deemed it 

necessary to go into a closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the 

public,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury will go into closed session for the following reasons as outlined in N.J.S.A. 

10:14-2 to discuss potential litigation. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council enter executive session at 9:02; seconded by Mr. Stiehler.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council Re-enter Regular Session at 9:28; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that Council discussed the title report received regarding the North Street 

issue.  Mr. Stiehler moved Council authorize Mr. Roseberry to establish a metes and bounds 

description and stake the new parcels which have been identified on the old Taylor Lane as well 

as the parcel at the end of North Street beyond the cul-de-sac which all appear to be part of 

Musconetcong Gardens and not the property of the Borough; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. 

 

Council noted they had previously approved this expenditure for a cost not to exceed $1,000.  

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-nay. Motion 

carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Papics; seconded by 

Mrs. Jordan.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd Reindel, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 26, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on November 26, 2013 at Borough Hall, 

91 Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM 

by the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd Reindel. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 10, 2013 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Al Stiehler    

   Kathleen Jordan    Chris Smith   

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger    

   Martha Tersigni, Mayor  William Edleston, Esq.  

 

      

FLAG SALUTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. James moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of October 22, 2013; seconded 

by Mr. Jordan. All ayes. Motion carried.   

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's monthly report dated October 31, 2013; 

seconded by Mr. Stiehler.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye.  

Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the Bill List of November 26, 2013; seconded by Mr. Smith 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye-except payroll; Papics-aye-except payroll; Smith-

aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 

A. Stiehler: 

Board of Education- 

 Mr. Stiehler reported the last School Board meeting was held on November 12
th

 and was 

a short meeting.  The NJASK scores came back and all areas met or exceeded standards 

and there will be a presentation to the community sometime in December. 
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C. Smith: 

Recreation- 

 Mr. Smith reported the Recreation Commission met on November 12, 2013 and put 

together a proposal to take to the Recreation Program to Greenwich. 

 

 Luminaries will be put together on December 19
th

, and Mr. Smith will contact Mr. 

Heinrich to arrange for use of the Borough Garage. Luminaries will be delivered on 

Saturday, December 21
st
. 

 

 Mr. Smith attended the Greenwich Recreation meeting on November 20
th

 and they were 

very receptive to the idea of being invited to participate in the Bloomsbury Summer Rec 

Program.  He explained they discussed starting the week of 6/30 – 8/8. Hours would be 

increased to full day and fees would be increased to cover cost of the new expanded 

program.  They will open the program to 15 families or up to 25 children for the first 

year. They believe it would be primarily at the park and the school would only be used 

for rain dates. Mr. Smith stated that they will finalize their plans and expect to start 

registration on or about March 1
st
. He explained they hope to not have to increase staff at 

all, just increase the currents staff’s hours.  

 

 Mr. Smith stated they hope that between now and May that quotes will be obtained to 

convert the lower field. He explained that some fencing will need to be removed and 

relocated.  Mr. Smith would like to set up a subcommittee of Council members to talk 

about what can be done from a budgeting perspective. He will have his budget proposal 

prepared for the next Council meeting. Mr. Francisco stated that quotes would need to be 

obtained by mid-January so that it can be considered during Budget discussions. 

Discussion followed. The Clerk offered to help to get quotes and Mr. Smith stated that he 

will meet with her to discuss the same.  The Clerk stated they should meet by mid-

December to go over what they need. 

 

K.Jordan: 

No report. 

 

James: 

Environmental Commission –  

 Mr. James reported that the next Environmental Commission meeting will be held in 

December. 

 

 Mr. James stated he has follow up to do on some reports that are due. 

 

Newsletter –  

 Mr. James reported the only submission he has received to date is the senior submission. 

 

E. Weger: 

 Mr. Weger stated that he sent the Clerk a list of square footage for paving repairs. He 

stated that he tried to keep it light as he doesn’t know if this late in the year, Pip’s will 
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still be able to get base. He stated that he identified a catch basin on Brunswick that is 

undermined and he would like to use the remaining money to make this repair.  

Discussion followed. 

 

 Mr. Weger stated that there are two trucks which need to have the oil pans repaired or 

replaced. He said this needs to be done as soon as they can take one in following leaf pick 

up. 

 

V. Papics: 

OEM – 

 Mrs. Papics stated JCL&L reported that they are closely monitoring the approaching 

storm and are prepared to respond should outages occur.  They will be ready to respond if 

needed throughout the holiday weekend and they encourage customers to report outages 

by calling 1-888-544-4877. 

 

Fire Department: 

 Nothing new to report. 

 

Rescue: 

 Mrs. Papics stated that the Rescue Squad is celebrating their 60
th

 year and they appeared 

at the meeting as they stated they would. 

 

BCC: 

 

 The Halloween Parade was successful and they are considering planting a Christmas tree 

so that they have a tree to decorate and use for the Tree Lighting. 

 

 Santa is coming to the Firehouse on December 8
th

. 

 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Christmas Tree Recycling- 

 The Clerk obtained 2 quotes for a contractor to come in with a chipper for a day and chip 

all of the trees at the park and leave the chips. She explained one was for $1,200 and one 

for $600. The Clerk stated that Mrs. Tersigni obtained a quote for getting a dumpster to 

put the trees in for a cost of $550. Eric stated that he doesn’t think the DPW would mind 

throwing the trees through the chipper if we are able to borrow one from Bethlehem 

Township. Discussion followed.  

 

Mr. Weger moved Council authorize the Clerk to contract with Jordan’s Tree Service to chip the 

Christmas Trees for a cost of $600; seconded by Mr. James.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-abstain; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-

aye. Motion carried. 

 

Snow Parking- 
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 The Clerk spoke to Mr. Karam and arranged for parking in the lot at North and Gardner 

again this year.  The Clerk will request a certificate of liability insurance naming Mr. 

Karam as an additional insured. 

  

Planning Board- 

 The Clerk stated that the amended application was not ready in time for the Board to 

review and forward to Council.  She voiced concern about the same stating that she began 

the process with the Board Attorney in early June so it could be considered prior to the 

end of the year. 

 

Rabies Clinic- 

 The Clerk reported that she has scheduled the 2014 Rabies Clinic for Thursday, January 

16, 2013 from 6:30 – 7:30 PM. 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Planning Board - 

 Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Planning Board met on November 19
th

 and approved the 

resolution granting variances for a deck in Fawn Run. 

 Members are needed. 

 

BES- 

 Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Principal reached out to include a member of Council on the 

judging team for a school flag design contest. Mrs. Papics will represent us on December 

5
th

 at 9:00 AM. 

 

Joint Court- 

 Revenue was up to $1,103.95 this month which is good.  

 

Budget- 

 Mrs. Tersigni stated that we have had informal discussions about the budget and we will 

do the Salary Ordinance first, prior to introduction of the Budget and she will be working 

with a few people who have expressed interest on that. 

 

Tax Sale- 

 Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Tax Sale will be held on December 5
th

 and we are hopeful it 

will be down to one small parcel and possibly one residential property. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

Mr. Weger asked if Elizabethtown Gas was required to get a road opening permit. Mr. Creveling 

stated that they make application to the Borough Engineer. Mr. Francisco stated that fees are 

collected for the same. Brief discussion followed. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Zoning Report; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All ayes.  

Motion carried. 
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STATE POLICE - PERRYVILLE 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the State Police are not represented tonight, but she knows that they are 

aware of various suspicious activity at the Borough Park and they are monitoring the same. 

 

 OLD BUSINESS 

 

MAIN STREET PHASE III 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that it is ready to bid but will be held until February, then we will plan to 

award in February and start the work in April. 

 

BRUNSWICK AVENUE PHASE I 

Nothing new to report 

 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS 

Nothing new to report. 

 

MILL REDEVELOPMENT 

The current holder of the deed is still working on getting one permit.  Mr. Edleston stated he is 

waiting for approval for the stream encroachment permit.  Mrs. Tersigni explained that if he 

can’t obtain this by December, it may mean significant additional cost and he will then have to 

evaluate if they can afford to proceed with the project. 

 

NORTH STREET/PICKEL LANE UPDATE 

Mr. Edleston stated that the search confirmed our suspicions that the Borough never accepted the 

North Street extension which is shown on the old map as Musconetcong Gardens Subdivision. 

He said it is called an implied dedication but the Borough never did anything to accept it.  The 

Title Searcher stated that even though there is no acceptance, the Borough should still adopt an 

Ordinance formally vacating it and have that filed in Flemington.  He stated that by vacating, 

half of the width of the lane will go to each of the property owners on either side. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she had understood it would go back on the tax record as a parcel. Mr. 

Edleston stated that normally when you vacate, it goes automatically to the adjacent property 

owner. Mrs. Tersigni asked if we would then handle the North Street extension and Pickel Lane 

separately. Mr. Edleston stated that that was correct. Mr. Edleston said he would prepare a 

formal memo about it for the Mayor and Council after he speaks to Eloise. Mr. Weger voiced 

concern about Council spending money to look into this matter. He stated that he feels that it is 

not the Borough’s problem. Discussion followed. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni asked what needs to be done tonight and Mr. Edleston state this is just a report, but 

at the next meeting or early next year, Council will need to make a decision about how to move 

forward with this.  Mr. James asked if we could make a decision tonight and get the ball rolling. 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she does not have cost information for a survey as we just go this report 

yesterday. Chris James said he would like to have the cost information for the next meeting. Mrs. 

Tersigni stated that Mr. Roseberry had offered an opinion about this matter.  Mr. Weger asked if 

he could be asked to provide a memo regarding the same. The Clerk stated that she felt he 

already had. Discussion followed. 
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SHED VIOLATION- 

Mr. James asked if we received a variance application for the shed in Fawn Run.  The Clerk 

stated that she has not received an application, but was copied on an email where they requested 

a property owners list from Eloise Hagaman. Discussion followed.  

 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT -  STUART KLEPESCH, ESQ.  

Mrs. Tersigni stated this is the professional services agreement with Stuart Klepesch as Special 

Counsel representing us in the tax sale certificates. Council acknowledged reviewing the 

agreement and no one had questions or comments about the same. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 52-13 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMPLOYMENT AND 

CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO STUART B. KLEPESCH, ESQ. TO 

REPRESENT THE MUNICIPALITY IN FORECLOSURE OF TAX SALE 

CERTIFICATES PURSUANT TO THE TAX SALE LAW, TITLE 54 AND OTHER 

RELATED SERVICES ASSOCIATED THEREIN 
 

 WHEREAS, under the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:5-104.29 et seq., the Tax Collector has 

certified to the Borough Council that the Borough of Bloomsbury, in the County of Hunterdon a 

municipality of the State of New Jersey, is the holder of certain Tax Sale Certificate(s) covering 

the lands and premises situated in the Borough of Bloomsbury for which the governing body has 

approved the foreclosure provided by statute; and; 

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of instituting a program for the foreclosure of tax 

sale certificates held by the municipality; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the legal expertise required in foreclosing municipal liens is a prerequisite 

in the township's policy in instituting an active program in foreclosure of municipal held tax sale 

certificates; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5, permits a contract for 

professional services to be awarded without the need for competitive bids and resolution  

memorializing the engagement of said professional service, which requires the award to be 

publicly advertised; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the aforesaid Stuart B. Klepesch, Esq. has filed with the municipal clerk the 

required disclosure forms under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, business entity disclosure certification 

and New Jersey Business Registration Certificate, all of which appears to be in good standing 

and in compliance with law; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Stuart B. Klepesch, Esq. has a working knowledge of the rules and statutes 

governing the foreclosure of municipal tax sale certificates and has performed said services for 

municipalities within the State of New Jersey and has agreed to offer to the Borough of 
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Bloomsbury legal services to further its program in instituting the foreclosure of municipal held 

tax sale certificates  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 

THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY, HUNTERDON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

 1.  That the Mayor and Municipal Clerk are authorized to enter into and execute the  

Agreement for Professional Services, attached hereto, with Stuart B. Klepesch, Esq. with offices 

at 25 Lindsley Drive, Suite 200, Morristown, N.J. 07960 for and in the processing and institution 

of foreclosure of municipal tax sale certificates 

 

 2.  That the aforesaid legal counsel is hereby delegated to handle those matters delegated 

by the tax collector in conjunction with the chief operating officer in furtherance of the services 

in the foreclosure of municipal held tax sale certificates.  

 

 3. That this Contract is awarded without competitive bid and is a “Professional Service” 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 of the Local Public Contracts Law in recognition of the 

specialized knowledge and unique service required in foreclosure of municipal held tax sale 

certificates.  

 

 4. That a copy of this resolution shall be published in the Hunterdon County Democrat, 

within ten (10) days of its passage as required by law.  

     

 5.   This resolution shall take effect immediately   

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 52-13; seconded by Mr. James.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: James- aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 53-13 - AUTHORIZING IN REM FORECLOSURE OF THE TAX 

SALE CERTIFICATES SHOWN ON THE ATTACHED TAX FORECLOSURE LIST 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:5-104.29 et seq., the Tax 

Collector has certified to the Borough Council for the Borough of Bloomsbury, Hunterdon 

County, New Jersey, a municipality of the State of New Jersey, is the holder of certain Tax Sale 

Certificates covering the lands and premises located in the Borough of Bloomsbury for the 

amounts, including subsequent liens as shown on the attached Tax Foreclosure List, Schedules 1 

through 5 hereto annexed and made a part hereof.    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 

THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY:  

 

 1.  That it is hereby determined to foreclose, In Rem, those tax sale certificates appearing 

on the attached Tax Foreclosure List. 
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 2.  That the tax collector or its designee is hereby authorized and directed to foreclose the 

tax sale certificates appearing on the attached tax foreclosure list by summary proceedings 

provided by statute. 

  

 3. That the Borough Clerk shall certify a true and accurate copy of this resolution to be 

made a part of such action instituted for the purpose of foreclosing the aforesaid tax sale 

certificates. 

 

     4.  This resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 53-13; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 
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TO REDEEM 
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NAME OF 
OWNER 
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ON LAST TAX 
DUPLICATE 

1 

BLK 21, 
LOT 6 

88 North 
Street 

2011-
001 12/7/2011 

12/23/2011 
Bk: 3599, 
Pg: 134 

 $         
3,259.21  

 $                          
11,821.90  

 $                  
15,081.11  

QUOVADIS 
LLC 

2 

BLK 21, 
LOT 17 
91 Main 
Street 

2011-
002 12/7/2011 

12/23/2011 
Bk: 3599, 
Pg: 136 

 $         
3,356.84  

 $                          
11,246.20  

 $                  
14,603.04  

QUOVADIS 
LLC 

3 

BLK: 21, 
LOT 18 
96 North 

Street 
2011-
003 12/7/2011 

12/23/2011 
Bk: 3599, 
Pg: 138 

 $         
2,792.04  

 $                            
2,695.63  

 $                    
5,487.67  

QUOVADIS 
LLC 

4 

BLK: 21, 
LOT 20 
98 North 

Street 
2012-
003 12/5/2012 

10/09/2013 
Bk: 3795, 
Pg: 796 

 $         
1,382.40  

 $                            
6,324.53  

 $                    
7,706.93  

QUOVADIS 
LLC 

5 

BLK: 8, 
LOT: 3 

99 North 
Street 01-09 12/2/2009 

12/12/2009 
Bk: 3411, 
Pg: 595 

 $       
28,782.42  

 $                       
247,175.17  

 $                
275,957.59  

QUOVADIS 
LLC 

 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that when Sharon Brown pulled the tax sale certificates, she noticed that the 

one was not signed and notarized. She explained that a duplicate tax sale certificate must be 

created and filed with the County. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 54-13 - RESOLUTION AUTHORING THE ISSUANCE 

OF A DUPLICATE TAX SALE CERTIFICATE   
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WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has previously issued a 

tax sale certificate to the Borough of Bloomsbury, dated December 2, 2009, covering property 

commonly known and referred to as Block 8, Lot 3, as set out on the municipal tax map then in 

use and which certificate bears Certificate Number 01-09. 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the aforesaid tax sale certificate did not have 

Certificate 01-09 notarized or recorded at the County of Hunterdon, a copy of which is attached 

hereto. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Mayor and Common Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury, that the current Tax Collector is hereby authorized to issue an appropriate 

duplicate Tax Sale Certificate. 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be attached to the 

duplicate certificate to be issued to the Borough of Bloomsbury and that said duplicate certificate 

shall be stamped or otherwise have imprinted upon it the word “Duplicate” as required by law. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 54-13; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 55-13 - JOINT MUNICIPAL COURT 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Bloomsbury is a long time member of the joint Municipal 

Court with Bethlehem Township; and 

 

WHEREAS, the agreement governing the Borough of Bloomsbury membership in the 

joint court expires December 31 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Bloomsbury wishes to continue said membership in the 

joint municipal court, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as 

follows: 

 

1.  The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute the agreement attached  

  to this Resolution. 

2.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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Mr. Stiehler and Mr. Francisco worked with Bethlehem Township to make minor changes to the 

agreement. Mr. Stiehler explained that the burden is on us to follow up at the end of the year to 

settle up. Mr. Francisco stated that at the end of every year, we will go to Bethlehem Township 

and reconcile what the actual expenses were and subtract out payments from our shared services 

members and then apply the percentages so that we will get the benefit of those members. He 

said that we could end up getting a credit. Discussion followed.  

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 55-13; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 56-13 - TRANSFER IN THE 2013 BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-59 states that transfers can be made to budget appropriations 

during November and December, and 

 

WHEREAS, by unforeseen demand there has arisen the necessity for expenditures in 

excess of the following budget appropriations, and 

 

WHEREAS, there is an excess in the following budget appropriation; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury that the following 2013 budget transfers be made: 

 

  TO:  Clerk’s Salary & Wages   $100     

    

  FROM:  Garbage – Other Expenses  $100 

 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 56-13; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 57-13 – RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE COUNTY OF 

HUNTERDON UNDERTAKE THE ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR HUNTERDON COUNTY MUNICIPALITIES 

 

 WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon is composed of 26 municipalities whose 

populations range in size from the smallest, Stockton Borough, with a population of 538, to the 

largest, Raritan Township, with a population of 22,185; eight of the municipalities in the County 

have a population of under 2,000 and 22 of the 26 municipalities have a population of under 

6,000.  Accordingly, the vast majority of municipalities in Hunterdon County are smaller ones 

which do not have large administrative staffs; and 
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WHEREAS, notwithstanding the size of the majority of municipalities in the County, 

N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16 requires the governing body of each municipality appoint a certified animal 

control officer responsible for animal control within the jurisdiction of the municipality and who 

shall enforce and abide by statutory requirements for such an office; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16.a. establishes the certification requirements for animal 

control officers and mandates the establishment of rules and regulations for the training and 

educational qualifications for certified animal control officers; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16 mandates municipalities take into custody and impound 

dogs and other animals which are believed to be strays, dogs off the premises of the owner, any 

off premises female dog in season, any dog or other animal which is suspected of being rabid, 

any dog off the premises of the owner judged by the certified animal control officer to be ill, 

injured or creating a threat to public safety or welfare; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16 establishes the procedure as to how the certified animal 

control officer is to take into custody and impound dogs or other animals required to be collected 

and further provides that those animals are to be turned over to a shelter, pound or kennel; and 

 

WHEREAS, prior to the adoption of the more demanding requirements for certification 

of animal control officers and the collection of animals meeting the definition of the statutory 

requirements, dog and other animal control activities were often carried out by humane shelters 

or individuals known as dog catchers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the increased professionalism required of animal control officers has 

decreased the number of suitable candidates for this position; and 

 

WHEREAS, the number of shelters which are convenient to municipal locations willing 

to take dogs or other animals collected by the animal control officer has diminished for various 

reasons; and 

 

WHEREAS, it has become increasingly difficult for municipalities in the County of 

Hunterdon to fulfill their statutory responsibilities with respect to stray dogs and other animals; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has a strong policy to encourage shared services to 

reduce the costs of municipal services; however, there are few economic benefits to be achieved 

by individual municipalities sharing an animal control officer because of the nature of the 

service.  However, significant efficiencies of scale could be achieved if a county-wide animal 

control officer was created; and 

 

WHEREAS, in larger municipalities the animal control officer usually reports to the 

municipal health officer; and 
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WHEREAS, in Hunterdon County most, if not all, municipalities do not have their own 

health officer, but  delegate the administrative responsibilities of their Boards of Health to the 

County of Hunterdon Division of Public Health Services; and 

 

WHEREAS, having a countywide animal control officer(s) under the jurisdiction of the 

Hunterdon County Division of Public Health Services will increase professionalism, reduce the 

cost of providing animal control services and provide for more efficient use of the vehicles and 

equipment.  

 

WHEREAS, it would make sense for the County of Hunterdon to create the office of 

animal control officer within the Division of Public Health Services, which has the experience 

and administrative capacity to efficiently hire animal control officers and oversee their day-to-

day activities. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. The Borough Council strongly urges the Hunterdon County Board of Chosen 

Freeholders to initiate a study of the appropriate benefits of a County take over 

the functions of the municipal animal control officer in any municipality which, 

by Resolution, requests that the County take over its animal control requirements; 

and 

 

2. The Borough Council requests that the State Senators and Assemblymen who 

represent municipalities in the County of Hunterdon, petition the State of New 

Jersey to provide funding for the study of a plan to have the County of Hunterdon 

take over the animal control responsibilities from municipalities which request 

that service; and 

 

3. The Borough Clerk is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the following: 

 

A. The Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders; 

 

B. The Mayor and Governing Body of each of the 26 municipalities in the County of 

Hunterdon; and 

 

C. Each State Senator and Assemblymen who represent any municipalities in the 

County of Hunterdon. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 58-13 - RADON ACTION MONTH 

 

 WHEREAS, radon is naturally occurring radioactive gas that is the second leading cause 

of lung cancer, causing as many as 500 lung cancer deaths annually in New Jersey; and 
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 WHEREAS, elevated radon levels are found in many homes and pose a serious health 

threat to families residing in these homes; and 

 

 WHEREAS, any home may have high levels of radon – even if neighboring homes do 

not; and 

 

 WHEREAS, radon testing is easy and inexpensive – and elevated levels of radon can be 

effectively reduced at the cost of a typical home repair; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a significant number of homes in the Borough of Bloomsbury have 

elevated levels of radon; and  

 

 WHEREAS, by mitigating homes with radon concentrations at or above 4 pCi/L in New 

Jersey, 140-250 lives are saved annually. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury and the residents of the Borough of Bloomsbury do hereby proclaim the month of 

December, 2013 as 

RADON ACTION MONTH 

In the Borough of Bloomsbury and call upon all residents who have not yet tested to test their 

homes for radon and to reduce radon levels if elevated levels are found, to protect their families 

from the serious health risk of radon. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolutions #57-13 & #58-13 via consent agenda; seconded 

by Mr. Smith. All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 59-13 - OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES 

 

WHEREAS, the following property has an overpayment of 4
th

 Qtr. 2013 property taxes 

due to a duplicate payment ; 

 

WHEREAS, any overpayment in excess of $5.00 must be refunded; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 26th day of November 2013 that the Tax Collector and Finance Officer are 

hereby authorized to refund the following overpayment: 

 

Block Lot Owner Amount 

9 9.15 Boyle, Michael & Florence $1,910.16 

 

Mr. Smith moved Council adopt Resolution # 59-13; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye; Smith-aye; Stiehler-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that Council had a revised Zoning Permit in their packets which was 

provided by Mr. Edleston. The Clerk stated that Council had actually requested two changes, that 

above the sketch sections, it was to be changed from “Sketch or site plan needed” be changed to 

“Sketch or site plan Required” and the second change was to add the signature line for applicants 

to grant permission for the Zoning Officer to enter their property to check on the work – which 

Mr. Edleston had included on his draft.  She explained that she adjusted the placement of the 

same. 

 

Mrs. Jordan stated that likes the addition of this signature line, as it would be unlawful for Mr. 

Creveling to enter upon their property without permission. She also advised that she learned that 

you cannot use Google Earth to check on things. 

 

Mr. James said that the boxes should be removed and the site plan or sketch should be required 

to be attached.  Discussion followed. He would like to see something that states that the Zoning 

Officer has given them a copy or made them aware of where they can get a copy of what they are 

required to conform with and they acknowledge that. Discussion followed. 

 

Council discussed having a cheat sheet for different matters that come up most often, like sheds, 

fences, pools, etc. Mr. Edleston will send the new draft language to the Clerk for her to 

incorporate into the form and she will then forward to Mr. James and Mrs. Jordan for their input. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weger; seconded by Mr. 

Stiehler.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:41 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd Reindel, RMC, CMR 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 



 

BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 

Actual meeting may contain discussion of items not mentioned on the Agenda and alternatively any item 

specifically listed may be omitted. 

Call to Order 

 

“Sunshine Law” Announcement- 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided on 

January 10, 2013 by providing notice in the Hunterdon County Democrat and the posting of said notice in the 

Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

Roll Call 

Flag Salute 

 

 

1. 1A. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes – September 24, 2013 

      1B. Approval of Special Meeting Minutes – October 2, 2013 

    

2. 2A. Tax Collector’s Monthly Report - September 30, 2013 

 2B. Tax Collector’s Quarterly Report - September 30, 2013 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report – October 22, 2013 

  

4. Code Enforcement Report  

 

5. Committee Reports 

 

6. Clerk/Administrator's Report  

   

7. Comments – Perryville State Police  

 

8. Old Business -     

 8A. Main Street Phase III  

8B. Safe Routes to Schools 

 8C. Mill Redevelopment Update 

 8D. North Street/Pickel Lane Update 

8E. Bethlehem Bloomsbury Joint Court 

8F. Garbage Bid Award - Contract 

 RESOLUTION # 49-13 – Resolution Authorizing the Mayor and Borough Clerk to 

Execute Agreement for Collection and Disposal of Solid Waste, Recyclable Items and 

Bulky Waste 

8G. Brunswick Avenue Phase I 

 RESOLUTION # 50-13 – Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a 

Contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Brunswick Avenue 

Phase I Improvement Project 

 

 



8H. Seepage Pit Septic System Waiver 

 Memo from Mr. Roseberry dated October 3, 2013 

 RESOLUTION # 51-13 – Seepage Pit Septic System Waiver; 61 Willow Avenue 

8I. Open Space – Stone Walk Project 

 RESOLUTION # 52-13 – Open Space Trust Fund  

 

9. New Business  

 

10. Correspondence 

    

11. Public Comment 

   

12. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 2, 2013 

 

A special meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on October 2, 2013 at Borough Hall, 91 

Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 2:32 PM by the 

reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd Reindel. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was provided 

on September 30, 2013 by providing notice to the Hunterdon County Democrat and the posting of said 

notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James-excused   Al Stiehler – via phone    

   Kathleen Jordan    Chris Smith - excused    

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger - excused   

   Martha Tersigni, Mayor    

 

      

FLAG SALUTE 

 

RESOLUTION # 48-13 - RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE ACTIONS OF 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REGARDING AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR 1 TON 

TRUCK WITH PLOW AND SALT SPREADER 

 

 WHEREAS, one submission was received in response to a solicitation for bids for the 

purchase of a new 1 ton truck with plow and salt spreader; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said bid was opened and reviewed at the bid opening held on September 5, 2013 

which was advertised and open to the public in accordance with law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the bid included a 2013 Ford F-350 Super Duty truck with an 8’ Fisher Plow and 

a Poly-caster 1.5 cubic yard Spreader and additional accessories as outlined in the bid specification; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of the same less the trade in values for the 1991 Chevy 3500 and the 

1988 Dodge 250 resulted in a final total cost of $35,554.00, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council deemed Smith Motor Company to be the lowest 

responsive, responsible and qualified bidder, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council do hereby authorize the 

award of contract to Smith Motor Company, 

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Mayor and Clerk shall be authorized to execute said 

contract and other documents as may be necessary. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council Adopt Resolution # 48-13; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Jordan-aye; Stiehler-aye; Papics-aye; Tersigni-aye. Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that no public was present. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. Jordan moved Council adjourn the meeting at 2:36 PM; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd Reindel, RMC, CMR 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on September 24, 2013 at Borough Hall, 

91 Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM 

by the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd Reindel. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 10, 2013 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Al Stiehler - excused    

   Kathleen Jordan    Chris Smith - excused    

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger - absent   

   Martha Tersigni, Mayor  William Edleston, Esq.  

 

      

FLAG SALUTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mrs. Papics moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of August 27, 2013; seconded 

by Mr. James. Tersigni-abstain; Jordan-abstain. Motion carried.   

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's monthly report dated August 31, 2013; 

seconded by Mr. James.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: Tersigni-aye; James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mrs. Papics moved Council approve the Bill List of September 24, 2013; seconded by Mrs. 

Jordan. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Tersigni-aye; James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni explained that Mr. Francisco is away at a conference this, but would be happy to 

answer any questions when he returns. She added that Mr. Francisco had prepared two reports 

which were included in Council packets, a budget summary reflecting to date totals and also a 

court revenue and expenditure summary. Brief discussion followed. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the zoning report dated September 12, 2013; seconded by 

Mrs. Jordan.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: Tersigni-aye; James-aye; Papics-aye, except payroll; Jordan-aye, except 

payroll.  Motion carried. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

V. Papics: 

No report. 

 

K. Jordan for A. Stiehler: 

Board of Education- 

● Mrs. Jordan stated that the Greenwich has extended the opportunity to Bloomsbury 

students to participate in their after school activities. She added that everything is on the 

school website unless parents request hard copies.  

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that Mr. Stiehler had provided her with a written report. She 

explained that Phillipsburg High School may consider becoming a send and receive 

school. Vice President Robbins has resigned the School Board effective September 27, 

2013 as they are moving out of town. Mrs. Tersigni stated this also affects our Planning 

Board Membership as Mr. Robbins services as Vice Chair. The next meeting will be held 

on October 10, 2013 and Mr. Jordan will attend on behalf of Mr. Stiehler. 

 

C. James: 

 

Newsletter -  

● Mr. James stated the fall newsletter went out. 

 

Environmental Commission –  

● Mr. James stated the Environmental Commission did not meet this month. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she thinks they need to discuss changing the Commission to a 

Committee. Mr. James agreed. 

 

M. Tersigni for C. Smith: 

Recreation –  

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that she received a financial statement from the Recreation 

Commission Treasurer, showing they have a balance of $2,472.79; however she knows 

that Rec ran deeply into the red and Kim had to borrow from some of their banked funds 

to pay for things so she doesn’t think this is an accurate number for anyone to rely upon. 

She explained that money was slow to come in and the PTO check was forgotten in an 

envelope, and things like that happened so we are not sure exactly how money they have. 

 

 Mrs. Jordan stated that membership was very low this year. She stated that she thinks that 

what had been discussed about possibly extending the hours next year and opening the 

program to Greenwich next year may be a good idea.  Mrs. Tersigni stated that both of 

our Commissions have issues that they need to address internally and then see what they 

need to do to continue to provide services to the community. 
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M. Tersigni: 

 

Mrs. Tersigni thanked everyone for excusing her absence from the August meeting and also 

thanked Mr. Stiehler for running the meeting. 

 

Planning Board - 

● The Planning Board meeting held on September 17
th

 and the deck variance application 

for 7 Deer Path was approved. 

 

● A Board member questioned how COs were granted.  They are not often granted in the 

Borough as we do not have new construction but with some business applications, they 

are. He noted that there was a requirement in our Resolution which had not been met with 

regard to payment of property taxes. We did not arrive at a solution and Council may be 

asked to address the matter in the future. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that Mr. Pasculli who appeared at the July Council meeting also 

attended the Planning Board meeting and addressed his shed violation in public 

comment. She stated that he has not yet furnished the survey copy which he agreed to do 

at the July meeting.  She advised that Mr. Gruenberg spoke to him at length at the 

meeting and then following the meeting. Mrs. Tersigni stated that she requested Mr. 

Edleston look into this matter and he has reviewed file information provided by the 

Clerk. 

 

Mr. Edleston stated that after his review, it is clear that the shed is not a shed under the 

terms of our ordinance it is actually an accessory structure as it exceeds 100 sq. ft.  He 

stated that he would need to obtain a variance to allow it to remain.  Mr. Edleston stated 

that its placement appears to be improper and a portion may be on Borough property as 

well. 

 

Mr. Edleston stated that he understands that Mr. Pasculli has a permit for the shed but 

that the structure is not a shed because it is oversized. Discussion followed.   

 

Mr. James asked if it was an oversight by one of our employees years ago and there was 

never an issue until now, do we need to eat that mistake from the employee or does the 

homeowner. Mr. Edleston stated that he didn’t just find this out now, that there is a letter 

from 2003 from the then Planning Board attorney telling him exactly the same thing. 

That he had provided the information about the shed when he applied for his deck 

variance and he did not respond to that letter.  Mr. Edleston admitted that then apparently 

nothing happened for many years but the point is that the shed is there unlawfully 

because it is too big and not placed properly.  

 

Discussion followed. Mrs. Jordan voiced concern that the matter had not been addressed 

for as much as 15 years. Mr. James asked if Mr. Creveling goes out to check on sheds 

after they had been installed to be sure they are of proper size and location. Mr. Creveling 

stated that he is not allowed to go onto someone’s property.  Council discussed that by 
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signing the permit, the applicant is stating they are doing what is listed on the permit and 

if they do more or something different, it would come back to them.  Mr. Edleston 

suggested a lie be added to the permit giving the Zoning Officer permission to inspect the 

work and verify the size and location. Discussion followed. 

 

The Clerk stated that she also feels that more needs to be done up front to ensure that the 

applicant understands what is permitted and what is required so that they can do things 

properly from the start and avoid these situations. Mr. James and Mrs. Jordan agreed.  

 

Mr. James moved Council direct the Zoning Officer to move forward with the formal 

complaint and enforcement of the matter; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mr. Edleston will draft language to be added to the zoning form allowing the Zoning 

Officer access to inspect work when completed. The Zoning Officer will also be sure to 

have applicants draw the location on the form and language will be added to require the 

same. 

 

Municipal Liens –  

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that we are lien holders for several buildings and lots in town, four of 

which are parking lots and that those four are in the appropriate time frame and eligible to 

be foreclosed on. She explained that Council had discussed this matter about a year ago 

and there was a gentleman in the audience who stated that he was the owner of the 

properties. Since that time, the Borough has not received any notification of change in 

ownership so they are still in the name of Quovadis and nothing has been paid toward the 

liens and no taxes have been paid. 

 

The Tax Collector looked into the process to foreclose and sent a detailed email regarding 

her findings which has also been sent to Mr. Edleston for his review. Mrs. Tersigni stated 

that Ms. Brown may ask that the Assessor confirm that no changes have been effected.  

 

Mr. James moved Council authorize the Tax Collector, Tax Assessor and Clerk to see 

what we can do to get those parking lots into our name so that we can sell them or use 

them for our benefit; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Municipal Reassessments - 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that she continues to be in contact with the Tax Assessor regarding 

this matter as it is a hot topic in our area.  She explained that it is too late in the year for 

us to do anything but she wants to keep working on it with her to see what our options 

are. She added that if we want to do something for next year, it would have to be done 

fairly early so that it could go into effect in 2015. 

 

Spooky Sprint – 

● The Mayor explained that a change in the family fun walk has been requested. 

She advised the change takes it from a loop of East, Wilson, North and Main to East, 

Gardner, North and Main. 
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The Clerk will write an amending Resolution which will be numbered Resolution #46-13A. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt resolution # 46-13A; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All ayes. 

Motion carried. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

DPW- 

● The Clerk stated that she is still waiting for an estimate to make the roof repairs, but the 

gentleman estimated it would be just a few hundred dollars. 

 

● Mr. Heinrich noticed a dead tree on Borough property on Musconetcong Drive and the 

Clerk solicited for three estimates and received two, both for $1,000. She contracted to 

have Sunshine Tree and Landscape perform the work, and understands it was completed 

last Friday. 

 

● The Clerk obtained an estimate to have the softball infield and outfield treated with weed 

prevention. They recommend two applications this season and four next year. The infield 

cost would be $128 per application and the outfield would be $208 per application. The 

Clerk asked Council to consider the same. 

 

Tax Office- 

● The Clerk reported that the Tax Collector will begin advertising in October for a tax sale 

to be held on December 4, 2013.  She added that currently there are three residential 

properties which are eligible for the sale, but they believe they will be brought current 

prior to the sale. 

 

 

Clerk/Administrator- 

 

DPW Truck Bid- 

● The Clerk reported that one bid was received and this will be discussed later in the 

agenda. 

 

Garbage Bid- 

● The Clerk reported that two bids were received and this will be discussed later in the 

agenda. 

 

2013 Best Practices- 

● The Clerk explained that she and Kim Francisco, CFO worked together to answer the 

2013 Best Practices Worksheet and have provided the same to Council for review in their 

packets. Brief discussion followed. Council had no questions or additional comments.  

The Clerk/Administrator and CFO shall certify the 2013 Best Practices Worksheet and 

submit the same as required. 
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Open Space – Parcel purchase- 

● The Clerk reported that she has contracted with Gouse Appraisal Services to provide an 

appraisal of the Stone property located on Musconetcong Drive known as Block 17; Lot 

41. 

 

Volunteer Insurance- 

● The Clerk reported that she requested a quote to insure up to 50 volunteers for a 

maximum of 200 days a year and she received a response today from Bob Gemmell 

indicating this would cost $500.00 a year. She explained that Mr. Gemmell felt this was 

still high and would be sending the request out to other markets.  The Clerk asked the 

Attorney and Council if they felt this should just wait for consideration for 2014 since we 

are entering the last quarter of the year. Mr. Edleston agreed it should wait for next year. 

 Mrs. Papics stated that the only event coming up may be the Burning of the Greens. The 

Clerk stated that she could reach out to find out the cost of just getting extra coverage for 

that day. Mrs. Tersigni asked if they would be considered volunteers is they are members 

of an existing committee. 

 

Code Updates- 

● The Clerk reported that she is still working on the Code Update for this year. She advised 

that she sent lots of information to Mr. Edleston for his review and opinion and the 

Engineer has weighed in on several points as well. The Clerk requested Council members 

forward any suggested changes to her as soon as possible as she would like to include all 

revisions in on Ordinance to be considered on first reading at the October meeting. 

 

 OLD BUSINESS 

 

MAIN STREET PHASE III 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that Phase II is still under review. 

 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she met with Rick Roseberry and Tara Shephard and the options for 

affording the SRTS grant are very limited. Mrs. Papics stated that we were awarded $293,000 

grant. Mrs. Tersigni stated that the other costs that go with it for the required monitoring because 

of the historic slate sidewalks and the historic quality of the town, we have to have an on-site 

person filling out reports on a daily basis. She explained that many municipalities in the state are 

being forced to return this money. The Borough does not have the money to hire a full time 

Engineer or do a historic study on slate sidewalks, so unless we can find another grant to help 

off-set those costs, we will have to return the grant. 

 

MILL REDEVELOPMENT 

Nothing new to report. 

 

NORTH STREET/PICKEL LANE UPDATE 

Mr. Edleston stated that he spoke with the Title Searcher today and he apologized and said that 

we will have this report this week as they ordered it expedited a few days ago and explained that 

they said that their searcher down at the court house down in Flemington misplaced our request. 
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BETHLEHEM/ BLOOMSBURY JOINT COURT 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that additional reports have been received buy she has not reviewed them 

yet.  These reports are now supposed to be provided on a quarterly basis and she has asked that 

they be sent to Lisa so that she can disseminate them to everyone who needs to see them.  There 

is another fact finding meeting that Mr. Stiehler will attend on our behalf. Mrs. Tersigni added 

that everything is progressing up the point where we will be negotiating the next contract as this 

contract expires at the end of this calendar year. 

 

STATE POLICE - PERRYVILLE 

Mrs. Jordan voiced appreciation for the increased presence at the start and end of the school day. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Station Commander let her know that the arrests made recently 

regarding local break ins do not appear to be related to the incidents in Bloomsbury. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTION # 47-13 – BLOOMSBURY HOSE COMPANY #1 OFF PREMISE 50/50 

RAFFLE 

 

WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Hose Company No. 1 Inc. is the licensee on the application 

to conduct an Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle on November 22, 2013 to be held at the Bloomsbury 

Hose Company, 91 Brunswick Avenue, from 6:30 - 10:30 PM. 

 

 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and fees have been submitted to the 

Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny the aforesaid off-premise 50/50 raffle, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 

 

1. The off-premise 50/50 raffle application is approved contingent to the Legalized 

Games of Chance Control Commission approving said application. 

 

Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution # 47-13; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

GARBAGE BID 

Mrs. Tersigni explained that two bids were received, one from Premier and one from Republic 

doing business as Raritan Valley. She explained that this is a bid for garbage, recycling & our 

once annual clean-up day and this contract will run from June 2014 to the end of 2017.  Both 

bids received were responsive. The total bid for services from Premier was $233,965.20 and 

Republic is $218,381.61. Discussion followed.  
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Mr. Edleston stated Council would need to make a motion to accept the bid from Republic doing 

business as Raritan Valley as they beat the bid from Premium which over the course of the 

contract will mean saving about $15,000, so it should be a motion to award the contract for the 

solid waste, recycling and annual clean up services for a period of 6/9/14 through 12/31/17 for 

$218,381.60 and to authorize the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to execute a contract for those 

services.  

 

Mrs. Papics so moved; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Tersigni-aye; James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. James commented that the specs were well written and the process went smoothly this time. 

 

TRUCK BID 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Clerk received one bid for a total of $35,554.00 and Council 

budgeted for $35,000.  The CFO felt this would be fine and that the additional $554.00 could be 

taken from another line item, possibly streets and roads. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Clerk was instrumental in pulling the bid specs and packages 

together. Mr. James commented that it was great, very detailed and exactly what we need.  

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she had already spoken to Mr. Edleston and advised that we would like 

to have the contract in hand by Thursday so that we can move forward with the purchase.  

 

Mr. Edleston stated that in order to award the contract to Smith Motors for the furnishing of a 

2013 1 ton truck in connection with the specifications that they bid, for a total price of $35, 

554.00 and to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the contract for the services and they have 

the power sign the check for payment. Mrs. Papics moved the same; seconded by Mrs. Jordan. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Tersigni-aye; James-aye; Jordan-aye; Papics-aye. Motion carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Council reviewed a letter from Nancy Lawrence, Compliance Officer with the Department of 

Environmental Protection Green Acres Program dated August 30, 2013. The letter suggests that 

the Borough may have sold a parcel known as Block 17; Lot 37 which they believe to be part of 

the Open Space Inventory and therefore would not have been eligible to be sold.  The Clerk 

stated that she has emailed the Tax Assessor have her weigh in on this matter, but that when 

reviewing the tax records in the Tax Office, it appears the parcel is still owned by the Borough so 

she is not sure where the confusion may lie. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she received a glowing report regarding assistance she received from 

the Clerk; she explained that resident Karyn Frey had a carbon monoxide monitor going off and 

was not sure what to do and she said that Lisa made a lot of phone calls to fire fighters and 

others. She then received calls back firefighters who offered additional assistance and Mrs. Frey 

wanted to express what positive experiences she has had with Lisa and that she felt she went 

above and beyond. 
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Mrs. Tersigni stated she continues to hand over letters about statistical reports being due to Mr. 

James, noting that she understands he doesn’t have any information to back them up and she is 

not sure what to do. Brief discussion followed. 

 

Mrs. Papics reported that she has a meeting with a representative from the Red Cross tomorrow 

to visit our shelters in town. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. Pasculli stated that he came to last week’s Planning Board meeting to talk about his find out 

what to do. He explained that last month he attended the Council meeting and spoke to the 

zoning officer last week who told him that he found the permit. He said a year ago he went to 

court because they said he didn’t have a permit, but the case was dismissed because he produced 

the permit. He asked what we are going to do about the shed stating that it is on his property, that 

it has been there for 15 years and predates the deck that he has a variance for. He stated that Mr. 

Wilson said they didn’t put it on the plans for the deck, but it has been 12 years since the deck 

was put in and now the Borough is coming after him for it. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that the matter was discussed earlier on the agenda and direction was given 

to the Zoning Officer to proceed the way he would normally proceed. 

 

Mr. Edleston stated that essentially the deck is not part of the equation as far as the Council is 

concerned but it appears from the Zoning Officer’s statement that even though you have a permit 

for the shed, it stated that it would not exceed 100 sq. ft. and the indication is that the shed is 

larger than that. He stated that the question of location and size of this shed will be the subject of 

a complaint filed by the Zoning Officer. Mr. Edleston stated that he feels that knowing how 

Municipal Courts usually work on these things, that they will probably say they will hold the 

complaint in abeyance and give him the opportunity to legitimize the thing by filing an 

application with Borough Planning Board to get this thing done once and for all, but there is an 

issue with the size and the location. 

 

Mr. Pasculli allowed Mr. Creveling to make a copy of his property survey. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. James; seconded by Mrs. 

Jordan.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:07 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd Reindel, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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