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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 25, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on January 25, 2011 at Borough Hall, 

91 Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM 

by the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 13, 2011 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James   Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics   Eric Weger  

   Steven Shelton  Mark Peck, Mayor  

       William Edleston, Esq.  

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. James moved Council approve the regular meeting minutes of December 21, 2010; seconded 

by Mr. Weger.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. James moved Council approve the reorganization meeting minutes of January 1, 2011; 

seconded by Mr. Shelton.  All ayes.  Motion Carried 

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's report of December 31, 2010; seconded 

by Mrs. Tersigni. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mr. Weger moved Council approved the Bill Lists for January 25, 2011; seconded by Mr. 

Shelton. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye except for payroll items; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; 

Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 

Council reviewed the Code Enforcement Officer's report. Mayor Peck stated that cars must be 

off the roads during snow storms. Mr. Creveling stated that he was in town during the last storm 

and ticketed about ten cars. Discussion followed. 
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JOINT COURT ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

Donna Surdich introduced herself to Council members and stated that she has held that position 

now for 4 1/2 years.  She said it is a privilege and honor to be a Court Administrator and that she 

and her deputy have a duty to provide professional service to everyone who comes in contact 

with the Court. Discussion followed. 

 

Ms. Surdich stated that because she will not always be able to attend Borough Council meetings 

that she will submit a report to outline basic information including monthly ticket volume, type 

of tickets and the number of tickets written for Bethlehem Township vs. Bloomsbury Borough 

vs. Lebanon Borough.  Discussion followed. 

 

STATE POLICE REPORT - PERRYVILLE 

Trooper John McGourty stated that he checked with Detectives at the station, and there was not 

really anything significant to report for the Borough this month.  He offered to answer questions 

from Council or the public. 

 

Theresa Fasanello of Main Street asked if he was aware of an issue in town with kids from 

Phillipsburg selling alcohol to other underage kids.  Discussion followed. Trooper McGourty 

will inquire about the same at the station.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

S. Shelton: 

 

Recreation- 

● Mr. Shelton reported being unable to attend the last Recreation meeting due to illness but 

 stated that the Greenwich meetings and baseball sign ups are underway.   

 

● Tom Decker will be stepping down from his position but many new people are getting 

 involved. 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Planning Board - 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the she was unable to attend the Planning Board Reorganization 

 meeting due to illness. She asked if the Mayor could fill Council in on who was elected 

 Chair and Vice-Chair.  The Clerk stated that Tom Reilly will be Chairman and Ann 

 Ferrero will be Vice-Chair for 2011. 

 

Finance- 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the biggest thing they have been working on is the financial 

 situation for next year.  She explained that the Books for 2010 are officially closed and 

 that informal meetings have been held between the Mayor, Clerk, CFO, Auditor and 

 herself to go over the theoretical fiscal outlook.  Mrs. Tersigni stated that she requested 
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 Mr. Francisco come up with some additional numbers in writing so that everyone could 

 see exactly how the tax situation is affecting the budget. Discussion followed. 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that interestingly enough she has not received any budget 

 information  from any of the advisory committees so at this point if no one has a 

  budget for the year they will have to be limited to whatever is set aside at this point. 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that she had suggested that a Budget meeting either formal or 

 informal should be held so that everyone making these decisions can be as informed as 

 they want to be and also so that the public can understand what tough decisions we are 

 going to have to made in the next few weeks. 

 

 Mayor Peck stated that he thinks we need to wait to have firmer numbers before 

 scheduling a meeting.  He further explained that a public hearing may also be needed to 

 inform residents. 

 

 

C. James: 

 

Newsletter- 

 

● Mr. James stated that he is working on preliminary information for the upcoming 

 newsletter and he has discussed a few options with the Clerk including obtaining prices to 

 have it printed outside of the office. 

 

E.  Weger 

  

Pubic Works- 

 

● Mr. Weger stated there was nothing new and Mayor Peck noted that the Public Works 

 employees have been busy with snow removal. 

 

Shade Tree- 

● Mr. Weger stated that information regarding the continuing education credits they earned 

 at the tree pruning event was not received by the State but will be forwarded so that they 

 will be in compliance for another year.  

 

V.Papics:  

 

● Mrs. Papics stated that she unplugged the tree lights at Point Park after New Years. 

 

OEM- 

 

● Mrs. Papics explained that she will be unable to attend the February Council meeting as 

 she will be at the new Communications building for an OEM meeting that evening. 
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● Mrs. Papics will be handing out EOP assignments after the Council vacancy is filled. 

 

 

2011 BUDGET DISCUSSION 

Mr. Francisco provided Council will a worksheet and explained that the 2010 books were closed 

last week.  He explained that our surplus at the end of 2009 was $130,000 and at the end of 2010 

it was only $72,000 showing a loss of $58,000 in surplus last year. 

 

Mr. Francisco further explained that the Borough held tax liens grew from $68,029 to over 

$211,000. In 2010 our tax collection fell from 94% to 93% requiring an additional $6,000 be set 

aside for uncollected taxes in our 2011 budget, bringing our appropriation for this item to 

$143,000. Discussion followed. 

 

Council discussed the 2% CAP and noted that the Borough is only permitted to raise taxes by 

$7,400 in 2011. 

 

Mr. Francisco explained that if we would have to use $140,000 of the Water Company Sale 

money to balance the 2011 Budget and at this rate, that money will only last 2.5 years.  He 

reminded Council that it is not a good idea to use one-time revenue to fund recurring expenses 

because eventually you run out of money. Discussion followed. 

 

Mayor Peck explained that there are waiver provisions for some of these CAPs, but he was told 

that even if we wanted to make an application for the same, the Local Finance Board would 

likely make us deplete the Water Company revenue first. 

 

Mr. Francisco stated that we have to get the delinquent properties to pay their taxes. 

Discussion followed. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS- 

 

SECOND READING - ORDINANCE # 101-11 - AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE 

SALARIES  & WAGES FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY, 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2011 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor & Common Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury, County 

of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey. 

  

 Section 1.  This ordinance shall fix the salaries or wages of the employees of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury at the following ranges for the year 2011: 

  

 Section 2.  Salary and wage ranges for the year 2011 are as follows: 

  

 a.  Borough Clerk/Administrator  $20,000 - $45,000 per year, plus 

      $20.00-28.00/hr for additional hours. 

 b.  Deputy Clerk    $9.00 - $11.00 per hour 



 
 5 

 c.  Registrar     $1,000 - $3,000 per year 

 d. Deputy Registrar    $100 – $500 per year 

 e.  Chief Financial Officer   $9,000 - $20,000 per year 

 f.  Tax Assessor    $5,000 - $10,000 per year 

 g.  Tax Collector    $5,000 - $11,500 per year 

 h.   Public Works Superintendent  $6,500 - $18,000 per year, plus 

     $20.00-25.00/hr for hours in excess of 65 per month 

 i.  Public Works Laborer #1   $5,000 - $15,500 per year, plus 

     $15.00-20.00/hr for hours in excess of 65 per month 

 j.  Public Works Laborer #2   $3,600 - $9,000 per year 

 k.  Public Works Laborer #3   $3,000 - $7,500 per year 

 l.  Planning Bd. Secretary   $1,500 - $5,000 per year 

 m. Code Enforcement Officer   $5,000 – $8,000 per year, plus 

       $25.00 per sidewalk inspection 

 n.  Assistant Code Enfor. Officer  $13.00 - $15.00 per hour  

 o.  Emergency Mgt. Coordinator  $1,700 - $4,000 per year 

 p.  Recycling Coordinator   $250 - $1,000 per year 

 q.  Dog/Cat Licensing Official  $400 - $2,000 per year 

 r.  Assistant EMC    $7.50 - $10.00 per hour 

 s.  School Crossing Guard   $28.00 - $31.00 per day 

 t.   Regular Laborer    $15.00 - $18.00 per hour 

 u.  Seasonal Laborer    $9.00 - $12.00 per hour 

  

   

 Section 3.  All ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

  

 Section 4.  This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication according 

to law.  

 

 Section 5.  The exact annual salary or hourly wage for each position shall be specified by 

a resolution adopted by the Borough Council during the time this ordinance is effective. 

 

 Mr. Weger moved Council open discussion to the public; seconded by Mrs. Papics. All ayes. 

Motion carried. 

 

Ilse Goshen, 69 Main Street asked if any Borough employees received a pension.   

 

Mr. Francisco stated that salaried employees must participate in the pension system.  Mayor Peck 

said that employees are required to participate.   

 

Mrs. Tersigni said that Borough Employees deserve to be in the pension system and explained 

that employees who have tried to opt out in the past have not been permitted to do so because the 

State requires it. Discussion followed. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council close the public hearing; seconded by Mr. Weger.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 
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Mr. James moved Council adopt Ordinance # 101-11; seconded by Mr. Weger. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye- except line item "O"; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; 

Weger-aye. 

 

 

TREE REMOVAL QUOTES 

Council discussed the quotes that were provided at the December Council meeting. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stepped away from the table for the discussion.  

 

Mr. James asked if the quotes included removal of all brush and wood or if there would be a 

potential cost savings if they left the wood behind. Discussion followed.  

 

The Shade Tree Committee will draft a letter to property owners offering a partnership with the 

Borough to share the cost of tree removal by utilizing grant money.  The Shade Tree Advisory 

Committee populated a list of dangerous trees which they felt needed to be removed and their 

expert, Mr. Korbobo then reviewed the list and inspected the trees as well.  Mr. Korbobo, a 

Certified Tree Expert will draft a letter the Borough confirming the same. Discussion followed. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni returned to the table. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

ORDINANCE # 103-11 - AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE KEEPING OF 

CHICKENS ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 

Council reviewed draft Ordinance # 103-11 regarding the keeping of chickens. Discussion 

followed.  Council will forward Ordinance 103-11 to the Planning Board for their review prior to 

Council Introduction at the February meeting. 

 

HUNTERDON COUNTY DIVISION OF SENIOR, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

SERVICES 

Council reviewed a letter dated January 6, 2011 from Hunterdon County Department of Human 

Services. Mayor Peck explained that they would like all Municipalities to have Liaison to the 

Division and Mayor Peck will reach out to the public to ask for a volunteer to serve in that 

capacity. 

 

FIREWALL PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION  

The Clerk explained that she received a letter from Municipal Software which advised that they 

recommend the Borough purchase a firewall to be installed on the Borough office computer.  She 

further explained that after contacting Joe, he stated the cost to purchase one they recommended 

would be about $250 and then there would be a required monitoring by them which would cost 

an additional $80/year.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Francisco stated that we currently pay them 

about $3,000.00 annually for their services.  The Clerk explained that the letter stated that if the 

Borough does not comply with this, that they will not be responsible for system problems we 

have due to a virus.  Discussion followed.  
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RESOLUTION #20-11 - A RESOLUTION SETTING THE SALARIES  & WAGES FOR 

EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2011 

 

Mayor Peck explained that the Salary Resolution sets the actual salaries for employees. Council 

reviewed four different Resolutions which showed no increase, 1%, 1.5%, and 2 %. Mr. James 

stated that he would like to give everyone a 2% raise but felt that he can't until he sees definitive 

budget numbers for 2011. Discussion followed.   

 

Mr. Francisco will pay employees based on last year's amounts for the time being.  Mayor Peck 

agreed with Mr. James, stating that we knew the budget constraints last year when they voted to 

give employees and increase.  Mr. Francisco stated that it was not last year, but rather in 2009 

that employees were last given a raise. 

 

Discussion followed. Council will consider the Salary Resolution at the February meeting. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Council reviewed a letter from Millenium Textiles requesting permission to put a used clothing 
collection bin the Borough.  Mr. Shelton stated that he is concerned about dumping around these 
type bins as he has noticed people sometimes put mattresses, paint cans, etc. on the ground near 
them.   Mr. Weger questioned if they would be liable for anything that was left behind.  
Discussion followed.  Council members Tersigni, Papics and Shelton voiced concerns about the 
same. 
 
Mr. James stated that there is a bin at the Fire Company where is a member and that it actually 
brings in a few hundred dollars a month revenue and that in his experience, whenever there is a 
problem, the company is very responsive, correcting any issues within a day or two. 
 
The Clerk will reach out to Millenium Textiles to see what their policies are and report back to 
Council. 
 
Council reviewed a letter dated January 7, 2011 regarding the Borough's allocation of Open 
Space Funds for 2010. 
 
 
RESOLUTION FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a 

meeting, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury has deemed it 

necessary to go into a closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the 

public,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury will go into closed session for the following reasons as outlined in N.J.S.A. 
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10:14-2 to discuss employment matters; action may be taken when the Council returns to regular 

session. 
 
Mr. Shelton moved Council enter into executive session; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 
 
Council re-entered regular session. Mayor Peck stated that Council met in executive session to 
discuss the qualifications of various parties who applied for the Recycling Coordinator position.  
He further explained that it was agreed to first reach out to Steve Douglas and if he does not 
accept then we will offer the position to Alan Turdo from Holland Township. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weger; seconded by Mrs. 

Papics.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 22, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on February 22, 2011 at Borough Hall, 

91 Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM 

by the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 13, 2011 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics - excused  Eric Weger  

   Steven Shelton   Mark Peck, Mayor  

        William Edleston, Esq.  

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the regular meeting minutes of January 25, 2011; seconded 

by Mr. Shelton.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council approve the executive session meeting minutes of January 25, 

2011; seconded by Mr. Weger.  All ayes.  Motion Carried 

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mr. James moved Council accept the Tax Collector's Annual Report of 2010; seconded by Mrs. 

Tersigni. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she feels this is a great report.  Mayor Peck stated that if it was not too 

late, it may be appropriate to include this report in the March Newsletter. 

 

Council reviewed a memo from Mrs. Harm dated February 16, 2011 regarding three Borough 

Properties eligible for foreclosure. Discussion followed. The Clerk will reach out to Mrs. Harm 

to see if letters advising property owners of the same have been sent. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mr. Weger moved Council approved the Bill Lists for February 22, 2011; seconded by Mr. 

Shelton. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 
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CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 

Council reviewed the Code Enforcement Officer's report. Mayor Peck stated that Mr. Creveling 

was unable to attend the meeting due to illness so questions would need to be forwarded to him 

at a later date.  Mr. James asked for clarification about who dismissed the snow parking ticket 

reported to have been administratively dismissed.  

 

STATE POLICE REPORT - PERRYVILLE 

No report. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

E.  Weger 

  

Shade Tree- 

● Mr. Weger stated that information regarding the continuing education credits they earned 

 has now been sent to the State as well as the required year end report.  

 

● Mr. Weger stated that they now have until the end of September to spend the grant 

 money, most of which will go to planting trees. 

 

DANGEROUS TREES 

 

Mayor Peck asked if the Shade Tree Committee had prepared a draft letter to property owners 

regarding the offer to share the cost of removal by utilizing grant money.  Mr. Weger stated they 

had not but maybe he could get together to Mr. Edleston to write the same and have a draft for 

Council to review next month. 

 

C. James: 

 

Newsletter- 

 

● Mr. James stated that he has had difficulty getting information from all groups for the 

 newsletter and it likely will not be out for March 1st. He explained that he is waiting for 

 information from Recreation and the Environmental Commission. 

 

S. Shelton: 

 

Recreation- 

● Mr. Shelton stated that Mr. Smith will be forwarding information to Mr. James for the 

 newsletter regarding the egg hunt and upcoming 5k race.   

 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Planning Board - 
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● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the February planning board meeting was cancelled due to lack 

 of pending business and therefore the proposed Chicken Ordinance was not reviewed.  

 She further explained however, that the Clerk emailed all board members the same for 

 their review in a very timely manner and no comments were received. 

 

Finance- 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Service Electric franchise fees were received in the amount 

 of $2,400 and that last year we received $2,387 and its the first time in a few years that 

 amount has not gone down. 

 

Mr. Francisco explained that the Governor said today, in his budget statement that towns will get 

the same amount of State Aid for 2011 as they did for 2010.  He said the next big  item will be 

next week, when we receive the garbage bids.  

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that we will need an agreement ready to go for approval right away 

 when we receive the bids on March 2nd and questioned if a special meeting would be 

 needed to accept and execute the same.  Discussion followed. 

 

 

MANDATORY DIESEL RETROFIT PROGRAM 

Council discussed the new State mandate requiring all diesel vehicle owners to install Best 

Available Retrofit Technology that meets new requirements. Mayor Peck stated that he has 

spoken to Mr. Roseberry regarding this memo and that he is working on this issue for 

Bloomsbury and several other towns.  He further explained that there is supposed to be a 

reimbursement program which would cover the costs. Discussion followed. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

 

SPEED SENTRY 

The Clerk stated that the Speed Sentry Report has been received and is available for Council and 

the public to review. 

 

CODIFICATION 

The Clerk reported that three copies of the Manuscript and Editorial Analysis have been 

received.  She explained that Council is to review and make changes and submit our response no 

later than July 22, 2011. 

 

M.Peck:  

FIRE DISTRICT 

 

● Mayor Peck stated that he would like to authorize Mr. Edleston to investigate what it 

takes to set up a fire district.  What the mechanism would be and could it go beyond our 

municipal borders. He explained the reason is that we are forced to look at all of our budgetary 

difficulties and the Fire Department is a significant piece of our budget.  He further explained 
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that the fire district allows the fire department to levy a tax as opposed to having to raise funds 

and get donations.  They would set their budget, go to the voters and they would vote on the 

matter.  Mayor Peck stated that he is not saying it is what we should do or what we will do, just 

that we should know what it would take so we have that option.  He said that if it became 

necessary to have a fire district in order to continue to have garbage services, then it may be 

considered.  Mr. James asked if it would also include the rescue squad.  Mr. Edleston will 

investigate the same and report back at the March Council meeting. 

 

HUNTERDON COUNTY DIVISION OF SENIOR, DISABILITIES & VETERANS 

SERVICES 

Mayor Peck stated that after putting out a notice requesting a volunteer to be the Borough 

Liaison to the HC Division of Senior, Disabilities and Veterans, no one in the Borough 

responded and when it was printed in the local newspaper, a woman from Annandale stated she 

was interested in the position.  Discussion followed. Mayor Peck will reach out to Ann 

Kolakowski and appoint her as the Borough Liaison. 

 

OLD BUSINESS- 

 

SECOND READING _ ORDINANCE # 102-11 - AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A 

GENERAL PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION OF BOROUGH ORDINANCES  

WHERE NO SPECIFIC PENALTY IS PROVIDED 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury in the 

County of Hunterdon and the State of New Jersey as follows: 

For any violation of a Borough Ordinance for which no specific penalty is provided there 

is hereby established a fine for the violation thereof not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00) 

per occurrence. 

Repealer:   

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent with this Ordinance 

shall be repealed as to their inconsistencies only. 

No Council Discussion. 

Mr. Weger moved Council Open the Public Hearing; seconded by Mr. Shelton. All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Sonja Kattner asked if Mayor Peck could explain the purposed of the Ordinance.  Mayor Peck 

summarized the ordinance and its intent. 
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Mr. James moved the Public Hearing be closed; seconded by Mr. Weger.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Ordinance # 102-11; seconded by Mr. James.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

CLOTHING COLLECTION BIN 

The Clerk stated that per Council s request from the February meeting, she had obtained 

additional information from Millenium. Council reviewed the same, discussion followed.   

Mr. Weger moved Council reject the Collection Bin offer at this time; seconded by Mr. Shelton.  

All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

GARBAGE BID 

Mr. Edleston stated that he had received two calls regarding the bid. The first, that Waste 

Management will not be submitting a bid as the Borough is outside their central collection area.   

 

Mr. Edleston stated that the second is a question he needs Council to clarify.  He explained that a 

representative asked if the bid proposals include disposal costs.  He stated that after previous 

discussion, he had sent a letter out stating that they did; however now he understands that under 

our present arrangement, the bid price does not include disposal cost, that we are billed 

separately for that.  The question is do we want continue our present arrangement or as he had 

stated in his recent letter, do we want the disposal costs included? 

 

Mr. Francisco explained that currently we are billed per ton for both collection and the tipping 

fees and that these amounts are separate on the bill, but we do pay both. 

 

Lengthy discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Edleston will write a draft letter to all bidders stating that we want the tipping fees to be a 

pass through, not included in the bid.  He will forward it to Mayor and Council for final review 

before sending it out. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

5K RUN 

Megan Atkins stated that she is a teacher at Bloomsbury Elementary School and started a 

running club with seventh grade student at BES.  She explained that the kids want to raise money 

for Miles for Melanoma as a service learning project. 

 

Mrs. Atkins stated they are hoping to hold it on a Saturday in May, perhaps the 14th.  She 

presented Council with a proposed route and explained that she had spoken to Chris Smith and 

that they planned to have Bloomsbury Recreation Commission and BES work together to make 

this a successful event.  Discussion followed. Council voiced concerns over the route and the 

ability to close so many streets for an extended period of time. 
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Mrs. Atkins will reach out to the Fire Department and Rescue Squad to ask for their assistance 

and also contact the Hunterdon County Freeholders to ask for permission to close Route 579. 

 

Discussion followed. Council endorsed the idea and will further consider the matter at a future 

meeting when more details are available. 

 

 

FIRST READING - ORDINANCE # 103-11 - AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE 

KEEPING OF CHICKENS ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 

Mr. Shelton moved Council Introduce Ordinance # 103-11 by title; seconded by Mr. James.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

ORDINANCE # 104-11 - CALENDAR YEAR 2011 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE  

MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK  

(N.J.S.A.. 40A:4-45.14)  

          

          

 WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the  

preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.0% unless  

authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year's final appropriations, subject to  

certain exceptions; and        

          

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordi- 

nance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% per-  

centage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and  

          

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomsbury in the County of 

Hunterdon  

finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2011 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year's  

final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and  

the citizens; and          

          

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the budget  

for said year, amounting to $8,733.12 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by 

by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and    

          

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby determines that any amount authorized 

hereinabove  

that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation  

in either of the next two succeeding years.       

          

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomsbury, 

County of Hunterdon, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively  

concurring, that, in the CY 2011 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Bloomsbury  



 
 7 

shall, 

in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:40-45.14, be increased by 3.5% amounting to  

$8,733.12, and that the CY 2011 municipal budget for the Borough of Bloomsbury be approved and adopted 

in accordance with this ordinance; and        

          

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appro-  

priated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the  

next two succeeding years; and        

          

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed  

with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and  

          

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with  

the recorded vote thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption.  

 

 

Mr. James moved Council Adopt the Ordinance # 104-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye.  Motion carried. 

Motion carried.  

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-11 - A RESOLUTION SETTING THE SALARIES  & WAGES FOR 

EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2011 

 
Resolution # 20-11 will be tabled until the March Meeting. 
 
 

RESOLUTION # 21-11 - APPOINTMENT OF ON - CALL EMPLOYEES 

FOR THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS 

 

 

WHEREAS, from time to time it is necessary for the Department of Public Works 

Supervisor to hire additional, part-time help in order to provide services to the Borough, and 

WHEREAS, these services are occasional or seasonal in nature including but not limited 

to road repairs, snowplowing, leaf pickup and brush pickup: 
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NOW THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the following shall be appointed as On-Call 

Employees for the Borough of Bloomsbury for Calendar Year 2011 and shall be required to 

endorse the required On-Call Employment Agreement. (Annexed hereto as "Exhibit A" ) 

  Steve Douglas   David Hintenach 

  Dave Heinrich   Ed Pacenti 

  Kevin Heinrich  Joseph Vanya 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all On-call employees will be paid the hourly laborer 

rate in accordance with the Salary Ordinance. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforementioned On-call employees will not be 

eligible for additional benefits such as paid time off from work, medical coverage or 

unemployment benefits. 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 22-11; seconded by Mr. James.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Mayor Peck stated that the Resolution should be amended to state that the On-Call agreement is 
"annexed hereto as Exhibit A" 
 
Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution # 21-11 as amended; seconded by Mr. Weger. 
All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 

RESOLUTION # 22-11 - LIEN REDEMPTION 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has advised the 

Council that the following properties have been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to the 

Borough of Bloomsbury Tax Collector; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 22nd day of February 2011 that refunds are made to the certificate holder as 

noted:  

 

 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER               BLOCK/LOT          CERT # AMOUNT 

 

US Bank Cust for CCTS Capital       9.01/11                20010-003    $138.94   
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2 Liberty Place 

50 S. 16
th

 St. Suite 1950 

Philadelphia, PA. 19102            
 
Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 22-11; seconded by Mr. Shelton. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion carried. 
 
 

RESOLUTION  # 23-11 - BLOOMSBURY HOSE COMPANY # 1 INC. 

OFF-PREMISE 50/50 RAFFLE 

 

     

 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Hose Company #1 Inc. is the licensee on the application to 

conduct an Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle on May 20, 2011 to be held at the Bloomsbury Hose 

Company, 91 Brunswick Avenue, from 6:30 - 10:30 PM. 

 

 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and fees have been submitted to the 

Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny the aforesaid off-premise 50/50 raffle, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 

 

1. The off-premise 50/50 raffle application is approved contingent to the Legalized 

Games of Chance Control Commission approving said application. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 23-11; seconded by Mr. Shelton.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 
 
 

RESOLUTION  # 24-11 - BLOOMSBURY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTO 50/50 

RAFFLE AND DRAW RAFFLE 

 

 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Elementary School PTO  is the licensee on the application 

to conduct an On-Premise 50/50 Raffle and Draw Raffle to be held at the Bloomsbury 

Elementary School, 20 Main Street, Bloomsbury, NJ from 6-10 pm on April 8, 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and fees have been submitted to the 

Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny the aforesaid on-premise 50/50 raffle 

and draw raffle, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 

 

2. The on-premise 50/50 raffle and draw raffle application is approved contingent to 

the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission approving said application. 
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Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 24-11; seconded by Mr. Shelton. All ayes.  

Motion carried. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
ROUTE 579 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
Council reviewed a letter from the Office of the Hunterdon County Engineer dated January 13, 
2011 regarding the proposed replacement of the Route 579 bridge in the Borough.  Mayor Peck 
stated that the proposed plans appear to realign the road and would involve taking both Borough 
and private property in the process.  
 
Sean Merckle, 69 Church Street voiced concerns about the street closure which would be 
required. Discussion followed.   
 
Mayor Peck explained that he and the Clerk will be meeting with John Glynn and Rick 
Roseberry on Friday to discuss the matter further. A public hearing will be held in the future so 
that the public has the opportunity to comment as well. 
 
NJDOT - MUNICIPAL AID AWARD 
Council reviewed a letter from NJDOT dated January 26, 2011 awarding the Borough $160,000 
for the 2011 Municipal Aid Program for Main Street - Phase I.  Mayor Peck stated that Mr. 
Roseberry is working on the project and they hope to have the bid package ready for the March 
meeting, with work beginning before the end of the school year. Mayor peck explained that the 
funds will be used for Main Street roadway, curbs and drainage. 
 
FAWN RUN/DEER PATH ROAD DAMAGE 
Mayor Peck reported that on Deer Path there are 20 long cracks, running from curb to curb.  He 
further explained that there are additional similar cracks on Fawn Run and Woodland Terrace.  
Mr. Roseberry examined the same and said it is due to their age and the cracks will need to be 
filled and sealed. 
 
Mayor Peck stated that quotes will be solicited for repairing the cracks to prevent additional 
damage and deterioration.  
 
JOHN ALBRIGHT- SIREN COMPLAINT 
Council reviewed a letter from John Albright dated February 16, 2011 regarding his opposition 
to the Church Street Siren being repaired.   
 
Mayor Peck stated that he had invited Mr. Albright to attend the Council meeting for further 
discussion, but he was not present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
 
RESOLUTION FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a 

meeting, and 



 
 11 

  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury has deemed it 

necessary to go into a closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the 

public,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury will go into closed session for the following reasons as outlined in N.J.S.A. 

10:14-2 to discuss Borough Property; action may be taken when the Council returns to regular 

session. 
 
Mr. James moved Council enter into executive session at 8:25; seconded by Mr. Shelton. All 
ayes. 
 
Mr. Shelton moved Council re-enter regular session at 8:27; seconded by Mr. James.  All ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. James; seconded by Mr. 

Shelton.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 22, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on March 22, 2011 at Borough Hall, 91 

Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by 

the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 13, 2011 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger  

   Steven Shelton   Mark Peck, Mayor  

        William Edleston, Esq.  

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

Mayor Peck stated the agenda would be changed as the Council would be going into executive 

session to discuss a contractual matter relating to the garbage bids which will be discussed 

further, later on the agenda.  

 

  
RESOLUTION FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a 

meeting, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury has deemed it 

necessary to go into a closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the 

public,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury will go into closed session for the following reasons as outlined in N.J.S.A. 

10:14-2 to discuss contractual matters; action may be taken when the Council returns to regular 

session. 
 
Mr. Weger moved Council enter into executive session at 7:02; seconded by Mr. Shelton. All 
ayes. 
 
Mr. Weger moved Council re-enter regular session at 7:16; seconded by Mr. Shelton.  All ayes.  
Motion carried. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the regular meeting minutes of February 22, 2011; seconded 

by Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. Shelton moved Council approve the executive session meeting minutes of February 22, 

2011; seconded by Mr. James.  All ayes.  Motion Carried 

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mr. James moved Council accept the Tax Collector's Reports dated January 31, 2011 and 

February 28, 2011; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council approved the Bill List of March 22, 2011; seconded by Mr. Weger. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye- except for payroll; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; 

Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 

Mayor Peck asked that Mr. Creveling increase his presence at the School during drop off and 

pick up times. He further explained that people are parking, and in some cases, double parking 

and staying for an extended period of time, rather than simply letting their kids out which is 

causing traffic to back up and creating a dangerous situation. 

 

Council reviewed the Code Enforcement Officer's report of March 17, 2011.  Brief discussion 

followed. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

 

2011 DOG AND CAT CENSUS 

The Clerk stated that following the bi-annual cat and dog census, she has mailed out 60 notices 

to pet owners for failure to license their pets in 2011. 

 

POST OFFICE 

The Clerk explained she received official notification from the United States Postal Service 

District Manager, that the local couriers will no longer work out of the Bloomsbury Post Office 

effective July 2, 2011.  According to the letter, service for residents should not change and the 

post office will still be open for the same hours for retail and P.O. Box services. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

S. Shelton: 

 

Recreation- 

● Mr. Shelton stated another softball game is being planned for April, as well as a movie 

 night in the park and that official dates for the same will be forthcoming. 
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● The Park walk through will be scheduled soon, and infield mix will be needed for the 

 softball field. 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Planning Board - 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the March planning board meeting was cancelled due to lack 

 of pending business but discussion about the PUD zone will likely be a topic for the April 

 meeting. 

 

Administration- 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that a meeting regarding the replacement of the Route 579 Bridge 

 was well attended and Mr. Roseberry is here tonight to provide an overview of that 

 project. 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that a Budget meeting will be held on March 30, 2011. 

 

V.Papics 

  

Board of Education- 

 

● Mrs. Papics stated that the last Board of Education meeting was canceled, but she will be 

 attending the meeting tomorrow evening at 7 pm. 

 

E.  Weger 

  

Public Works- 

● Mr. Weger stated that he will talk to Mr. Heinrich about needed pot hole repairs in the 

 Borough to get started on this Spring. 

 

Shade Tree- 

 

● Mr. Weger stated that a draft letter to property owners was prepared and submitted to 

 Council for their consideration and will be discussed later in the agenda. 

 

C. James: 

 

Newsletter- 

 

● Mr. James stated that the Newsletter went out on time and he will be attending the next 

 Environmental Commission meeting. 

 

M.Peck: 
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Borough Property- 

 

● Mayor Peck stated that the has reached out to the Hunterdon County Freeholders asking 

 if they would be interested in acquiring the Borough's piece of property in Holland 

 Township which used to serve as our Pine Hollow reservoir.  He explained that it is 

 adjacent to another piece of County Open Space property and they will put it on their 

 agenda for consideration. 

 

Environmental Commission Vacancy- 

 

● Mayor Peck appointed Brian Boyle to the Environmental Commission to fill the vacant 

 seat. 

 

STATE POLICE REPORT - PERRYVILLE 

No report. 

 

ROUTE 579 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 

Mr. Roseberry stated that the County presented a plan last week for the reconstruction of the 

route 579 bridge.  He explained that this used to be a railroad bridge but when they went out of 

business all of these bridges went into an orphan bridge program and because it is county road 

going over the bridge, they took it upon themselves to sponsor this project to upgrade the bridge.  

 

The project was initiated back in 1984 to try to get the Federal Government to help pay for the 

project and Mr. Roseberry stated it is a very long and difficult process. He explained that they 

are currently in the Scoping Phase, which only the second step and that even if everyone is on 

board, this will likely take more than four years to get started. 

 

Mr. Roseberry stated that the County needs and endorsement from the Borough and from 

Bethlehem Township and that about ten years ago, they did get the approval of the Borough but 

wanted to come back because so much time has gone by. 

 

Mr. Roseberry outlined the proposed plans in a brief presentation to Council explaining that the 

impact could be significant, with the raised bridge deck height, increased elevation on the 

Borough side of the bridge, and relocation of the road way which will require moving about 50 

feet onto Borough property at the park and relocating a residential driveway.  Discussion 

followed. 

 

Council voiced concerns about all of the changes will increase traffic and speed coming down 

the mountain into the Borough.  Mr. Roseberry explained that it is highly unlikely that a 

permanent traffic light would be approved because the DOT does not want lights to be used as a 

traffic calming device.  Discussion followed. 

 

Mayor Peck stated that he is very concerned about the project, stating that everyone feels that the 

light is very helpful and the road way should be left alone as it is a natural traffic calming. 
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Mayor Peck stated that he will prepare a Resolution for Council consideration at the April 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Roseberry stated that he feels it is important to endorse the replacement of the Bridge, but 

state we do not endorse the current plan, for the following reasons. He said the alternative would 

be that when the Bridge deteriorates further, they will simply close it. 

 

 

MAIN STREET PHASE I 

Mr. Roseberry stated that the surveying should begin next week, plans could be submitted to 

DOT in a few weeks and then we may be able to go out bid for the work in about two months. 

 

The Clerk reached out to AQUA to let them know the project will be underway soon and will 

contact Elizabethtown Gas Company as well. 

 

OLD BUSINESS- 

 

5K RUN 

 

Megan Atkins presented Council with a new route for the 5 K, beginning at the Park, cross over 

Church onto High Street, Left onto Lehigh and follow around Deer Path and Fawn  

Fawn back onto Lehigh cross over Church onto North, North to  left on Wilson, Wilson to left on 

Main, Main to right on Center, Center to right on Brunswick, Brunswick right onto Wilson  

Wilson to right on North, North cross over Church and follow the loop Lehigh to Fawn, Fawn to  

Deer Path, Deer Path back to Lehigh, and then to High back to the park fields. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council endorse the route; subject to a traffic control plan from the County; 

seconded by Mr. Shelton. All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

GARBAGE BID 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council reject all bids and re-bid the garbage bid package; seconded by Mr. 

Weger. All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Peck explained that three bids were received, and that after reviewing them, it was really 

a case of trying to compare apples to oranges.  He explained that some bid were submitted with a 

per-household bid, while another bid on a per-ton basis.  Mayor Peck stated that Council must 

now decide how we want to write new bid steps and go immediately back out to bid.  Lengthy 

discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council use the per-household unit including the service and tipping fees for 

two cans, solid waste, once monthly pick up of recycling and two cans solid waste, with every 

other week recycling pick up. 
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Mr. James stated that he felt it would be better to not include the tipping fees and to allow the 

bidder to choose where to dispose of the trash as a pass through. 

 

Mayor Peck asked if anyone seconded Mr. Weger's motion on the table. Mrs. Papics seconded. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-nay; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-nay; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

  

SECOND READING - ORDINANCE # 103-11 - AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE 

KEEPING OF CHICKENS ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES 

 

 WHEREAS, the keeping of farm animals is currently prohibited within residential zone 

districts in the Borough of Bloomsbury; and 

 

 WHEREAS, changing societal attitudes have caused a re-evaluation of the Borough’s 

regulations restricting the keeping of chickens in residential areas; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey: 

 

I. 1.   Chickens may be kept and maintained on residential lots, provided a  

zoning permit is first obtained from the Zoning Officer, and subject to the 

requirements applicable to chicken coop structures, and subject to the following 

additional conditions and requirements: 

 

a. A maximum of six (6) chickens may be kept on a residential lot of up to one 

(1) acre. 

 

b. A maximum of ten (10) chickens may be kept on a residential lot of one (1) or 

more but less than three (3) acres. 

 

c. A maximum of fifteen (15) chickens may be kept on a residential lot of three 

(3) or more but less than five (5) acres.  

 

d. No person shall keep a rooster on any residential lot of less than five (5) acres 

in the Borough of Bloomsbury. 

 

e. A sketch or survey shall be submitted with the zoning application showing the 

dimensions, setbacks, and construction details of the proposed chicken coop 

structure and the location thereof on the subject property. 

 

f. The Zoning Officer shall have the right to periodically inspect the premises to 

ascertain compliance with the terms of this Section and other applicable 

standards.  Any violation of these and other applicable standards shall be 

grounds for the revocation of the Zoning Permit permitting the keeping and 
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maintenance of chickens. Notwithstanding any other ordinance, chicken coops 

shall not be considered accessory or out buildings. 

 

g. Chickens shall be kept and maintained at all times in a humane manner and in 

accordance with good agricultural practices.  

 

 

2. No poultry shelter shall be erected, used or located closer than five (5) feet to any 

property line.  

 

a. Chickens shall be kept in a roofed shelter or coop which shall provide a 

minimum of two (2) square feet per adult bird, and shall also include a 

chicken run that provides a minimum of four (4) square feet per adult bird. 

 

b. Where practicable chicken coops and runs shall be located in the rear yard of 

the property; in no circumstance shall said coops and runs be permitted in the 

front yard of any property.  Moreover, the entirety of any chicken coop and 

run shall be placed closer to the dwelling on the lot in question than to the 

dwelling(s) on any adjoining lot(s).  In no case shall any chicken coop or run 

be located within twenty-five (25) feet of any dwelling on an adjoining lot.  

 

c. The fence surrounding the chicken run shall be securely constructed with a 

wire or mesh type of material.  

 

d. The fenced chicken run shall be well drained so that there is no accumulation 

of moisture.  The floors and walls of the chicken shelter or coop shall be kept 

in a clean and sanitary condition, with all droppings collected at least weekly.  

Droppings shall be kept in a covered container until composted, applied as 

fertilizer or transported off-premises.     

 

II. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this 

Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, 

subdivision, clause of provision so adjudged and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed 

valid and effective.  

 

III. Repealer.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with or in conflict with the 

Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  

 

IV. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect after final passage, adoption and 

publication according to law.  

 

Mr. James moved Council open the public hearing; seconded by Mr. Weger. All ayes.  Motion 

carried.   

 

No Comment from the public. 
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Mr. James moved Council close the public hearing; seconded by Mr. Weger.  All ayes.  motion 

carried. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Ordinance # 103-11; seconded by Mr. Weger. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-nay; Papics-aye; Shelton-nay; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

SHADE TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

Mrs. Tersigni recues herself from discussion. 

 

Council reviewed a draft letter to property owners prepared by the shade tree committee with 

two possible versions.  Mr. Weger voiced concern about the difficulty in approaching property 

owners to offer to split the cost of taking down these trees especially in cases where the property 

owner may not be able to afford to pay their share.  

 

The first version would utilize grant money to take down the trees at no cost to the property 

owner, and the second would split the cost with property owners and the money would be used to 

take down more trees which were identified.  Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council endorse sending the letter offering to remove the six trees with no 

cost to the property owner; seconded by Mr. James. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-nay; Tersigni abstain; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION #20-11 - A RESOLUTION SETTING THE SALARIES  & WAGES FOR 

EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2011 

 
Resolution # 20-11 will be tabled until the April Meeting. 
 
RESOLUTION #25-11- RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE STATE LEGISLATURE 
AND THE GOVERNOR TO EXEMPT THE RESERVE FOR UNCOLLECTED TAXES 
FROM THE 2% CAP  

 WHEREAS, on July 13, 2010, Governor Christie signed into law P.L. 2010, c. 44, which 

reduced the cap on the property tax levy from 4% to 2% and limited the number of exemptions; 

and  

 WHEREAS, when the property tax levy was reduced, the exemption for the Reserve for 

Uncollected Taxes was removed; and  

 WHEREAS, in addition to collecting property taxes for its own operations, the 

municipality also serves as the collection agent for the county, school districts, fire districts and 

other special local entities; and  
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 WHEREAS, the municipality must provide those entities with the full amount they deem 

necessary for their operations, regardless of the actual collection rate; and  

 WHEREAS, due to myriad factors beyond local control, the actual collection rate never 

equals the total local levy, especially during an economic downturn, when unemployment soars 

and property values plummet, causing an increase in tax appeals, which the municipality must 

defend and which subject the municipal budget to further losses, when successful; and  

 WHEREAS, to account for the shortfall and potential losses, State law requires the 

municipality to budget an appropriation in a line item known as the Reserve for Uncollected 

Taxes, which is generally determined through a formula driven calculation in which the variables 

change year to year; and  

 WHEREAS, without a levy cap exemption, municipalities will be forced to further cut 

their own operations, in order to meet the 2% tax levy cap to provide the county, school districts, 

fire districts and other special local entities the full amount they deem necessary for their 

operations; and  

 WHEREAS, those other local entities, which do not have to budget for collection rate 

short-falls or the impact of declining property values, have been granted levy cap exceptions to 

address factors beyond their control; and  

 WHEREAS, Assemblymen McKeon and Burzichelli have introduced A-3603, which 

excludes increases in appropriations to the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes in excess of two 

percent, from calculations of the municipal adjusted tax levy;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury hereby urge the swift passage and signing of A-3603;  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that consideration also be given to providing a levy 

cap exception to account for the impact of tax appeals on local operations; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to New 

Jersey Governor Christopher Christie, to Senate President Stephen Sweeney, to Assembly 

Speaker Sheila Oliver, to our State Senator, to our two Representatives in the General Assembly, 

and to the New Jersey League of Municipalities.  

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council adopt Resolution # 25-11; seconded by Mr. James.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

RESOLUTION # 26-11- LIEN REDEMPTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has advised the  

Committee that the following properties have been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to 

the Borough of Bloomsbury Tax Collector; 
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 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 22nd day of March 2011 that refunds are made to the certificate holder as 

noted:  

 

 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER               BLOCK/LOT          CERT # AMOUNT 

 

Borough of Bloomsbury                 8/2                2010-002    $61,079.93   

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 26-11; seconded by Mr. Weger.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 27-11- LIEN REDEMPTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has advised the  

Committee that the following properties have been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to 

the Borough of Bloomsbury Tax Collector; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 22nd day of March 2011 that refunds are made to the certificate holder as 

noted:  

 

 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER               BLOCK/LOT          CERT # AMOUNT 

 

US Bank Cust for CCTS Capital       16/6                 2010-005   $1,135.02   

2 Liberty Place 

50 S. 16
th

 St. Suite 1950 

Philadelphia, PA. 19102            

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 27-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  

motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 28-11- LIEN REDEMPTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has advised the  

Committee that the following properties have been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to 

the Borough of Bloomsbury Tax Collector; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 22nd day of March 2011 that refunds are made to the certificate holder as 

noted:  

 

 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER               BLOCK/LOT          CERT # AMOUNT 
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US Bank Cust for Pro Capital I, LLC       26/1             2010-012       $354.77   

2 Liberty Place 

50 S. 16
th

 St. Suite 1950 

Philadelphia, PA. 19102            

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 28-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  

motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 29-11 - BLOOMSBURY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTO 

OFF-PREMISE 50/50 RAFFLE 

   

 

 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Elementary School PTO is the licensee on the application 

to conduct an Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle on May 14, 2011 to be held at the Bloomsbury 

Elementary School from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and fees have been submitted to the 

Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny the aforesaid off-premise 50/50 raffle, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 

 

1. The off-premise 50/50 raffle application is approved contingent to the Legalized 

Games of Chance Control Commission approving said application. 

2.  

Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution # 29-11; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 
BOROUGH HALL - LEASE AGREEMENT 

Council reviewed the lease agreement for April 1, 2011 through March 31, 2012 between the 

Borough and the Bloomsbury Hose Company for the amount of $11,588. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the 2011 Lease Agreement; seconded by Mr. Shelton. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-nay; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Shared Services Seminar will be held on April 7, 2011.  Mayor Peck encouraged everyone to 
attend. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Shelton; seconded by Mr. 

James.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:54 PM. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 30, 2011 

 

The Budget meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on March 30, 2011 at Borough Hall, 91 

Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM by 

the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on March 19, 2011 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County Democrat 

and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger  

   Steven Shelton - absent  Mark Peck, Mayor  

          

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

2011 BUDGET 

 

Mr. Schroeder provided Council with preliminary projected 2011 tax rate worksheets.  Council 

reviewed the same. Discussion followed. 

 

He explained that in order to balance this year's budget, we must use $145,000 of the reserve for 

sale of municipal assets money received from the sale of the water company in 2010. He further 

explained that at this rate, in two years, this non recurring money will be gone.  He suggested 

that we increase the capital improvement fund by $75,000 in this budget, which will increase the 

tax base.  Mr. Schroeder stated that next year, we could then lower the capital, but keep the same 

tax rate and lower the use of our sale of municipal assets money by that same $75,000.  

 

He stated that he didn't want to try to replenish the whole $145,000 because we have some 

positive things happening including one lien which has been redeemed and that goes into fund 

balance, and then hopefully they will go back onto the tax roles, and that will then lower the 

reserve for uncollected taxes.  

 

Mr. Schroeder explained that if we assume the School tax stays the same, and the County goes 

up by 5%, then the addition of the $75,000 to the capital would result in an annual increase of 

$339.00 for an average home assessed at $300,000. Without the inclusion of the $75,000, the 

increase would be $135 annually for the same home.  Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Schroeder said that if we don't do this, that in 2013 we will run out of money and we would 

have to cut the 145k out of the budget, go for referendum of the voters and if that fails, then we 
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default and go into receivership.  He said he knows that no one wants to raise taxes, but if we 

don't increase our base now, we will not have the chance to do it again. 

 

He noted that even with the increase, the statewide average for municipal taxes was $7,500 last 

year, and we would be at $6,600, which is below the state average. 

 

Discussion followed. 

 

Council members voiced concern about the impact of this increase on property owners during 

this difficult economic time. Mr. James stated that he would like to review individual line items 

to see what additional cuts can be made. 

 

Mr. Schroder cautioned Council that reduction in allocations in the budget.  He explained that 

the problem with controlling expenses is that one way to replenish fund balance is by using what 

you laps from the budget that you don't spend, so as we tighten the budget, we lapse back less. 

Mr. Schroder also stated that the Borough is $27,000 under the spending cap. 

 

Mr. Weger stated that although he is concerned about the increase, he did not believe there is any 

choice.  He said that he does not believe that further cuts to individual line items will save what 

we need. Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. James stated that he feels that $75,000 increase is too great and would like to try to find a 

way to make additional cuts on line items and meet in the middle.  Discussion followed. 

 

Mayor Peck encouraged Mr. James and all Council members to review the budget and provide 

recommendations for additional cuts at the April Council meeting. Mr. James said that if the 

appropriations can be cut by $10,000, that would be cutting $10/year per household, or about $1 

per month.  Mr. Schroeder stated that although he understands Mr. James concerns, but that by 

reducing the fund balance to help this year, it will have to be made up next year. 

 

Mr. Schroeder explained that it could be argued that our taxes are too lo w for our operations, 

that people have been getting the benefit of paying less, and although now with the economy 

being what it is, it is the worst possible time for an increase, but we need to get it up to where it 

should be.  

 

Mayor Peck reminded Council that at the February meeting, he asked the Mr. Edleston to look 

into the creation of a fire district - but this would likely lead to increase cost for the residents 

with increased beurocracy.  

 

Council discussed the possibility of eliminating garbage services, having each property owner be 

responsible for their own garbage hauling, or imposing a fee for the service.  Council agreed that 

these options would just change the name, not reduce the cost. 

 

Council discussed the continued need for groups to provide budget information to Council as 

required so that decisions can be made. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
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Mr. James moved Council open discussion to the public; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  No 

Comment. Mr. James moved Council close public discussion; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Tersigni; seconded by 

Mr. Weger.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:52 PM. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 26, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on April 26, 2011 at Borough Hall, 91 

Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by 

the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 13, 2011 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger  

   Steven Shelton - excused  Mark Peck, Mayor  - arrived 7:10 

        William Edleston, Esq.  

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mrs. Papics moved Council approve the regular meeting minutes of March 22, 2011; seconded 

by Mr. Weger.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the budget meeting minutes of March 30, 2011; seconded by 

Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion Carried 

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mr. Weger moved Council accept the Tax Collector's Monthly and Quarterly reports dated 

March 31, 2011 and Report of Uncollectible Taxes dated April 13, 2011; seconded by Mrs. 

Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council approved the Bill List of March 22, 2011; seconded by Mr. Weger. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye- except for payroll; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 

Council reviewed the Code Enforcement Report dated April 21, 2011.  Mr. Weger moved 

Council accept the report; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 
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2011 DOG AND CAT CENSUS 

The Clerk stated that she expects to mail about 29 final notices to pet owner's who still have not 

licensed their pets, those who fail to do so by May 15th will then be turned over to the Code 

Enforcement Officer. 

 

FINANCIAL DISCLOSURES 

The Clerk stated that she still has not received financial disclosure statements from several 

employees and officials and will be mailing what she has to the Local Finance Board this week. 

 

MUNICIPAL BOARDS/COMMISSIONS DIRECTORY 

Oaths of Office have still not been received for many of the Recreation Commission members 

and one is needed for the Environmental Commission as well.  The Clerk will send out another 

reminder to the Chairpersons. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

V.Papics 

  

Board of Education- 

 

● Mrs. Papics stated that the School Board Elections will be held this Wednesday from 3-9 

 pm.  She reported that the PTO earned over $4,000 at the recent Tricky Tray and that 

 the School Board decided not to pursue replacing the rubber playground mulch after 

 learning how expensive the project would be. 

 

E.  Weger 

  

Public Works- 

● Mr. Weger stated that he will talk to Mr. Heinrich about upcoming pot hole repairs, and 

 the work needed at the park to bring the play area into compliance including the addition 

 of more mulch and he will report back at the May meeting. 

 

C. James: 

 

Newsletter- 

 

● Mr. James stated that the deadline for submissions to the June Newsletter is May 18th. 

 

Environmental Commission- 

 

● Mr. James stated that the Environmental Commission will be participating in a program 

called Project Porch Light on May 5th, 2011 at 2 pm and members will be going door to door 

distributing CFL light bulbs.  He explained it is funded through grants from Board of Public 

Utilities and New Jersey Clean Energy and at no cost to us. 
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● The next Environment Commission meeting will be held on May 5 at Borough Hall 

 provided there are no conflicts for that date. 

 

● Mr. James would like to look into getting more Sustainable New Jersey points, through a 

 program called the Mayor's Wellness Campaign.   

 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Planning Board - 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the planning board meeting was short but there was a request to 

 have a night light test done on all Pilot signage.  The Clerk will contact the Engineer 

 regarding the same. 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that Chris Smith asked the Board's opinion about placing a storage 

 shed on the existing concrete pad at the lower ball field so that Greenwich Recreation 

 can store soccer and lacrosse goals inside.  It would require moving the existing 

 bleachers from the lower field and possibly relocating them to the upper field.  

 

 Council voiced concerns about potential vandalism, insuring the structure, and the 

 restrictions of Green Acres. Discussion followed. 

 

 Mayor Peck will write a letter to Recreation stating Council is fine with them relocating 

 the bleachers and putting a shed on the pad, but we waive all responsibility and 

 liability for the building or its contents and they are responsible for making sure it is 

 compliance with as regulations and laws.  The Borough will have the right to revote 

 permission of the same at any time. 

 

 Mr. James moved Council authorize Mayor Peck to write a letter endorsing the relocation 

 of the bleachers, and the installation of a shed onto the existing concrete pad; subject to 

 the above; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

 

Borough Park- 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the water bill for the park and garage is minimal, but Bob 

 believes there is a leak as their usage is so low. Discussion followed regarding the impact 

 of the opening of the park bathrooms. Mr. Weger will follow up with Bob regarding the 

 same and report back at the May meeting. 

 

ROAD REPAIRS 

Robert Heinrich plans to order one ton of black top and begin pot hole repair but he believes that 

some spots may need to be dug out and he would recommend hiring Pip's or another contractor 

to do that work if needed.  Mr. Weger will contact Bob to further discuss the same. 
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M. Peck: 

 

● Mayor Peck stated that he received an invitation to the Hunterdon Prevention Resources 

Town Hall Meeting which he is unable to attend.  He asked any Council member who is 

available and interested in attending to contact the Clerk for details. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS- 

 

MILL REDEVELOPMENT  

Mayor Peck stated that Joe Zaleski informed him that the DEP permits have been applied for and 

they anticipate receiving the same soon and will then move forward with architecturals.  

 

STATE POLICE REPORT - PERRYVILLE 

No report. 

 

TREES - LETTERS TO PROPERTY OWNERS 

Letters will be finalized and mailed to property owners this week. 

 

ROUTE 579 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 

Mayor Peck reported that John Glynn sent a counter proposal for the bridge replacement 

including making the Statts Road intersection a three way stop, lowering the speed limit, 

restricting truck traffic on 579 and installing other traffic calming devices.  Mayor Peck 

explained that Mr. Roseberry suggested the Borough endorse the Bridge replacement but explain 

our concerns.  Discussion followed.  The Clerk will reach out to Mr. Glynn to try to arrange for 

another meeting next week to continue this dialogue. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

2010 TONNAGE GRANT 

Steve Douglas presented Council with the completed 2010 recycling tonnage report noting that 

he plans to review the information received from Alan Johnson this afternoon and make sure no 

changes are required.  Discussion followed. 

 

Mayor Peck asked if Mr. Douglas might prepare an insert for the next newsletter.  Mr. Douglas 

will forward the same to Mr. James for inclusion. 

 

RESOLUTION # 31-11 - TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, c.102, has 

established a recycling fund from which a tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order 

to encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 

 



 
 5 

 WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and 

Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to 

continue and to expand existing programs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated 

recycling regulations to Implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the recycling regulation impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 

condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to making and keeping 

accurate, verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 

  

 WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing the municipality to apply for such tonnage grants 

(for calendar year 2010) will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and 

to indicate the assent of the Borough of Bloomsbury to the efforts undertaken by the 

municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 

application is properly completed and timely filed. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury that the Borough of Bloomsbury hereby endorses the submission of the recycling 

tonnage grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and 

designates Steve Douglas, Recycling Coordinator, to ensure that the application is properly filed; 

and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the monies received from the recycling tonnage 

grant be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purpose of 

recycling. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 31-11 as amended; seconded by Mr. James.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

CREATION OF A FIRE DISTRICT 

Council reviewed a memo from Mr. Edleston dated April 1, 2011.  Council expressed concerns 

about how much this would actually cost the tax payers.  Mayor Peck said it would likely cost 

more with the creation of a fire district due to the increased bureaucracy. Mr. Edleston will reach 

out to another town which recently created a Fire District to ask them for more information.  

Mrs. Tersigni asked if Rescue could be included as well.  Mr. James asked if the estimated $10 - 

$15/ per $100 of property value was correct.  Discussion followed. Mr. Edleston will gather 

additional information and report back to Council next month. 

 

2011 BUDGET 

Mr. James asked if the Borough is responsible for keeping the books for any of the groups we 

budget money for such as the Recreation or Environmental Commissions.  He wondered what 

kind of accounting records had to be kept for each and if the CFO for the Borough did this.  
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Mayor Peck explained that it is in outlined in the statutes, that you have these Commissions or 

Boards, the governing body appropriates funds to them, and thereafter they are really on their 

own.  Mr. James asked if this meant that then the Council no right to require any kind of report. 

The Clerk explained that the Environmental Commission matters are all handled by the CFO, but 

that it is not that way for the Recreation Commission.  Discussion followed. The Clerk will 

redistribute copies of the Recreation Agreement for their review and further discussion at the 

next meeting. 

   

Council discussed the need to receive budget information from all groups on an annual basis at 

minimum.  The Clerk explained that some municipalities do require an appearance and report 

prior to entities receiving annual donations. 

 

Council members with recommendations for changes to any budget line items will forward the 

same to the Clerk who will share the information with the CFO and Auditor prior to the May 

meeting. 

 

 

CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 

Council reviewed a request from Kim Francisco for permission to attend the 2011 Conference.  

Mr. James moved Council authorize Mr. Francisco to attend the 2011 conference; seconded by 

Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 20-11 -2011  SALARY 

Resolution # 20-11 will be carried to the May meeting. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 30-11 - LIEN REDEMPTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has advised the  

Committee that the following properties have been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to 

the Borough of Bloomsbury Tax Collector; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 26th day of April 2011 that refunds are made to the certificate holder as noted:  

 

 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER               BLOCK/LOT          CERT #     AMOUNT 

 

Borough of Bloomsbury                         19/18                2010-009    $16,871.12 

 

 

Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution # 30-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion carried 

 

 

RESOLUTION 32-11 - OLDER AMERICANS MONTH 
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 WHEREAS, the month of May is traditionally designated and observed throughout the 

nation as Older Americans Month; and 

 

 

 WHEREAS, this Municipality recognizes the contributions older Americans have made 

to our families, our communities, and our nation; and 

 

 

 WHEREAS, older Americans remain active and productive, volunteering their time, 

talents and expertise, thereby enriching all our lives; 

 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Bloomsbury does 

hereby proclaim the month of May as Older Americans Month and calls upon individuals and 

entities to honor and celebrate the outstanding contributions of this Municipality’s older 

residents. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 32-11; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

APPLICATION FOR PEDDLER'S LICENSE 

Council reviewed an application for a Peddler's License for Arcticace, LLC, requesting to bring 

and ice cream truck into the Borough during the spring and summer 2011. 

 

Mr. James moved Council approve the application and authorize the Clerk to issue the license; 

seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

FAWN RUN - CRACK SEALING 

Council reviewed an email from Rick Roseberry dated March 31, 2011 which provided a quote 

of $10,150.00 from Micro Pave Systems to complete the crack repairs in the Fawn Run 

development.  The Clerk will reach out to Mr. Roseberry to see if any other quotes have been 

received and Council will consider the matter further at the May meeting. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Discussion followed. Council reviewed an email from John Havay received April 6, 2011, 

wherein he explained that he has allowed the Rescue Squad to use his building free of charge for 

the past eleven years. He further explained that he has requested but not received rent and 

payments toward his electric bill and that the Rescue Squad has refused to sign a lease with him. 

 

Council also reviewed an email received on April 15, 2011 from Andrew R. Carl of All-State 

Fire Rescue Equipment asking for assistance in collecting $4000.00 outstanding bill for the 

purchase of a repeater by the Rescue Squad in November 2010. Discussion followed. 
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Mayor Peck stated that he had suggested in the past to the Rescue Squad that they look into 

charging people's insurance companies for their services.  He added that many of their calls are 

to accidents on Route 78 and do not involve residents of the Borough. Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Weger said that there was oil heat in the building, and Mr. Havey asked the Rescue Squad to 

help pay the fuel bill.  He explained that they did not pay for the oil, but instead, got electric 

heaters without his knowledge and then Mr. Havey's electric bill went through the roof.  

 

Council voiced concerns about there not being any accountability for how money is spent after 

donations are made.  Mr. James stated that no one wants to be told how to run their organization 

or ask permission for what they want to do.  He explained that if we create a fire district that is 

exactly what they have to do, but he said there is nothing wrong with asking representatives to 

come monthly or bi-monthly to give an update and answer questions.  He stated that there seems 

to be zero accountability being handled this way. Discussion followed.  

 

Mayor Peck will reach out to all groups and ask for them to appear at the June meeting to 

provide a report, prior to the Budget introduction. 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Papics; seconded by Mr. 

Weger.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 24, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on May 24, 2011 at Borough Hall, 91 

Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by 

the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 13, 2011 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger  

   Steven Shelton   Mark Peck, Mayor   

        William Edleston, Esq.  

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 26, 2011; seconded by 

Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of March 22, 2011; 

seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion Carried 

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's Monthly Report dated April 30, 2011; 

seconded by Mr. Shelton. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Mr. Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mr. Weger moved Council approved the Bill List of May 24, 2011; seconded by Mr. James. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye except for payroll; Mr. Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; 

Weger-aye. Motion carried. 

 

STATE POLICE REPORT - PERRYVILLE 

Trooper McGourty reported that there was a theft at the Citgo Gas Station, that no weapons were 

used and two have been arrested to date. 
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Trooper McGourty provided Council with a sample alarm ordinance and related application 

forms.  He explained that NJSP is asking all Municipalities to consider adoption of the same in 

order to regulate alarms in residential and commercial units and minimize false alarms. 

Council will review the same and continue the discussion at the June meeting.  

 

Craig Staible, Milford Road, told Trooper McGourty that he has witnessed a tractor trailer 

traveling on Milford Road and crossing the wooden bridge several times recently.  Trooper 

McGourty will pass the information onto all Troopers at the Perryville Station so they are aware. 

Discussion followed. 

 

Vita Bello of Woodland Terrace asked Trooper McGourty if he could provide information 

regarding any state law regulating vehicle idling. He will check into the Law and get back to her. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 

Council reviewed the Code Enforcement Report dated May 12, 2011.  Mr. Shelton moved 

Council accept the report; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

 

SAFETY PAPER 

The Clerk reported that because the State Registrar retired, Municipalities were required to 

purchase new safety paper by June 1, 2011.  This date has been postponed by two months. 

 

COUNTY PRINTSHOP 

The Clerk reported that she has been working with the County Printshop to pull together a 

mailing list and work out details of having the Borough Newsletter printed and mailed by the 

County.  She further explained that the USPS has notified the Borough that effective May 1, 

2011, our bulk mail permit will no longer be accepted at the Bloomsbury Post Office and all bulk 

mail will now have to be mailed out of the Phillipsburg Post Office.  The County provided a 

quote for publication of $100 - $150 per newsletter, depending on the number of pages, and 

postage would continue to be about $100.  The Clerk explained that part of the publication costs 

would be offset by no longer purchasing the bulk mail permit at a cost of $150 per year.  

Discussion followed. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

V.Papics 

  

Board of Education- 

 

● Mrs. Papics was unable to attend the School Board meeting as she had a previously 

 scheduled OEM meeting for the same date. 

 

E.  Weger 

  

Shade Tree - 
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● Mr. Weger will hold his report until the Tree Discussion comes up later in the agenda. 

 

C. James: 

 

Newsletter- 

 

● Mr. James stated that he has a draft newsletter for the Clerk to review.  He added that 

 other than the Commissions, he does not see much interest in the newsletter.  Mr. James 

 stated that perhaps we should cut back to two newsletters per year, or simply put it 

 online, and have people sign up if they need to have a hard copy mailed out to them. 

 Discussion will be continued prior to the next newsletter deadline. 

 

Environmental Commission- 

 

● Mr. James was unable to attend the Environmental Commission Meeting, but he did 

 attend the Green Team meeting and they have a lot of exciting events coming up 

 including Project Porch Light and Back Yard Composting, which is all included in the 

 newsletter. Mr. James commended the Groups for all the great work they are doing. 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Planning Board - 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the Planning Board reviewed a variance application on May 17, 

 2011. The Board granted the applicant completeness and they will heard on their request 

 for 2.5 % increase in impervious coverage and relief from rear and side yard set backs at 

 the June Planning Board meeting. 

 

● The Planning Board will begin working on the PUD review and a subcommittee has been 

 formed to see how to best protect the Borough, and now the Board will be looking at 

 Solar Farm Ordinances.  Mayor Peck explained that this area had previously been looked 

 at for high density housing and this may require a master plan review. Discussion 

 followed. 

 

 

S. Shelton: 

 

Recreation- 

 

● Mr. Shelton stated that Recreation has several events planned for this year which will be 

 outlined as part of the Recreation Report to Council prior to the Budget introduction this 

 evening. 
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Mayor Peck explained that the Fourth grade Students at Bloomsbury Elementary School have 

been studying Government and Laws are created.  He further explained that they have submitted 

several suggestions for Proclamations that the Borough Council should consider. 

RESOLUTION # 37-11 - RESOLUTION IN SUPPPORT OF BLOOMSBURY 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOURTH GRADE CLASS PROCLAMATIONS 

 WHEREAS, the fourth grade students at Bloomsbury Elementary School have been 

diligently studying government and learning how a bill becomes a law; and 

 WHEREAS, these students have submitted their ideas for important proclamations to the 

Mayor and Council, including: 

- "Outside for a Day": encouraging the residents of Bloomsbury to spend more time 

each day out of doors and watch less television;  

- "Conserve Energy for a Day": urging residents to conserve electricity by turning off 

electrical devices, taking shorter showers and turning off lights;  

- "No Smokes for Folks": encouraging no smoking in the Borough of Bloomsbury for 

one day;  

- "The Healthier the Better": encouraging residents to eat less junk food and to eat 

more healthy food;  

- "Week of Wonderful Work": asking all residents to lend a helping hand to neighbors 

in need, by donating money, goods, services and friendship; and  

- "Back to the Past": encouraging residents to consider what it was like to live in the 

early 20th Century by turning off the television, putting down the electronic devices, 

walking and playing outside; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed these ideas and considered the same, 

and wish to express their admiration for the hard work and thoughtful consideration of these 

important issues by the entire fourth grade class; and 

 WHEREAS, the original correspondence shall be maintained on file with the Borough 

Clerk for all interested residents to read and consider.  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury do hereby support and proclaim that the week of June 13-17 shall be declared 

“Bloomsbury Elementary School 4
th

 Grade Good Citizenship Week”. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby support the ideals 

set forth in the recommendations for the “Week of Wonderful Work”, “Conserve Energy for a 

Day”, “Outside for a Day”, “No Smokes for Folks”, “The Healthier the Better”, and “Back to the 

Past”. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury do hereby encourage all Borough residents to make healthy choices, conserve 

energy, enjoy the outdoors and kind to your neighbors. 
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 BE IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, a copy of this resolution will be made available to 

the public on the Borough Website at bloomsburynewjersey.com, copied in the Borough 

Newsletter, and posted at Borough Hall. 

Mr. James Council adopt Resolution # 37-11; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

Cindy Peck, Girl Scout Leader and Ilse Goshen, Bloomsbury Environmental Commission 

explained that they will be working together to present a community composting and 

environmental awareness event at the Borough Park on June 12, 2011. 

RESOLUTION # 38-11 - RESOLUTION IN SUPPPORT OF COMMUNITY 

COMPOSTING AND ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS EVENT 

 WHEREAS, Girl Scout Troop 91298 is pursuing their Bronze Award as part of their 

Junior Level Achievement for 2011, and 

 WHEREAS, in order to earn the Bronze Award, Scouts must demonstrate Leadership 

Skills and Commitment to their Community, and 

 WHEREAS, Scout Troop 91298 has partnered with the Bloomsbury Environmental 

Commission and The Green Team to hold a Community  Composting and Environmental 

Awareness Event, and  

 WHEREAS, at this community event, residents will receive information regarding 

proper composting, be afforded the opportunity to purchase discount composters, and participate 

in fun and educational activities 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury do hereby endorse this community event to be held on June 12, 2011 at 3:00 PM at 

Mayor Tuxhorn Park. 

Mr. Shelton moved Council adopt Resolution # 38-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

5 K Run 

Lisa Weske and Diane Race requested Council endorse a 5k Run they would like to host in the 

Borough of Bloomsbury to benefit LUNGevity Foundation in honor of their Mother. Discussion 

followed.  Council reviewed the proposed route. 

Mr. Weger moved Council grant conditional approval, based on the County and the NJSP being 

satisfied; seconded by Mr. Mr. James.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
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INTRODCUCTION - 2011 BUDGET 

Mr. Francisco explained that a Budget meeting was held in March and that most line items 

remained the same with minor increases in some for different reasons.  He further explained that 

we had discussed adding a line item of $75,000 for the Capital Improvement Fund because it is 

currently depleted and this would give us some money for future projects and help to build our 

tax base moving forward, although it does mean raising taxes.  Mr. Francisco stated that since 

that meeting, we received a quote for the Fawn Run crack repair for under $11,000, so $11,000 

was included for that project and $64,000 for Capital Improvement to equal the $75,000. 

 

Mayor Peck explained that we are victims of our own success, by keeping taxes flat for so many 

years, that we are now because of current accounting rules, being squeezed and absent any 

changes in the law, we would be facing bankruptcy in about 1.5 years.   

 

Mr. Schroeder confirmed that in order to balance this budget we are using $145,000 of the sale 

of asset money of which we only have $350,000 total, so if we use that much again next year, we 

will be out of money.  Mr. Schroder explained that with the school tax not going up, and the 

municipality being only 1/5 of overall tax rate, this will still only increase the average taxes by 

5%, which is somewhat manageable.  He stated that although no one wants to raise taxes, this 

increase is necessary, estimating that the increase for the average home with an assessed value of 

$300,000 would go from $6,300 to $6,650 which is still well below the Statewide Average of  

$8,000 projected in all the newspapers. 

Mayor Peck stated that with all that in mind, we have asked the representatives from all different 

groups to attend this Council meeting regarding their annual appropriations. 

BLOOMSBURY RECREATION COMMISSION 

Mr. Francisco explained that the Recreation Commission does a lot of their own fundraising, 

with the Borough budgeting $2,800 per year for them including $2,200 for the Greenwich 

Recreation payment and $600 toward the Summer Recreation program. 

Mr. Smith explained that the Bloomsbury PTO gives them a $1,000 donation each year, and if 

they receive that amount again, he feels they will not need more than the $2,800 for 2011. 

 Mr. Smith stated that along with the revenue from the snack shack, they are planning a movie 

night for early June, a golf outing at the end of the summer, and an over 30 softball game which 

will bring in revenue for the Recreation Commission as well. 

Mrs. Papics asked if the Borough Council will need approve the use of the Borough Park after 

dark for the movie night.  

 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the evening park use for some night in June; seconded by 

Mr. James.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Smith reported that the lower field bleachers have been moved and a shed has been placed 

on the concrete slab by Greenwich Recreation. A decision has not been reached regarding the 
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new location for the bleachers, or if they should replace the wooden bleachers at the upper field.  

Discussion followed.  Mr. James and Mr. Smith will try to gain access to the park restroom and 

make necessary repairs to the door. 

 

 

BLOOMSBURY RESCUE SQUAD 

 

Mr. Francisco reported that the Borough gives them annual contribution of $11,500, $5,000 

toward their new rescue vehicle every year for 10 years and we also pay workman's 

compensation for all active members. 

 

Mr. Anderson stated that the Rescue Squad is a totally volunteer, non-profit Squad.  They have 

made application and they are considering beginning to bill for their services.  He explained that 

it is complicated process, that they would first have be licensed under the Department of Health, 

following their regulations, rather than being monitored under the NJ First Aid Council as they 

are now.  One of the obstacles they ran into is that you get paid for each transport with an 

average cost of about $400 per transport. If they do not have insurance, then you can not recover 

your cost. He further explained that they are currently covered under a training fund, and if they 

begin to charge, they will lose this funding and he will no longer be able to offer this to 

volunteers.  Many training programs have already been withdrawn, but the County has picked up 

on some of them.  Mr. Anderson stated that they will also have to start paying a service to track 

their transports, bill insurance companies, and there is a percentage which has to be paid for that 

as well. Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Anderson stated they take in about $54,000 from the 4 municipalities which they serve, and 

that one of the towns had an issue with them becoming a paid service, and if they lose that towns 

funding, then they would actually lose money by going to that system. They have brought 

operating budget from $8,000 down to $60,000. He stated that they lost the support of the truck 

stop, which used to provide them with fuel free of charge and Rescue Squad members have even 

begun to start paying for some of their own uniforms.  Discussion followed.   

 

The Clerk offered to assist Jim Anderson in applying for a gaming licensing from the Legalized 

Games of Chance Control Commission so that they can conduct games of chance to raise money. 

Mr. Anderson stated that because they do not have a facility of their own, they are now faced 

with trying to find an alternate location for their vehicles and gear.  

 

Craig Staible, Milford Road asked how much the Rescue Squad was receiving from their annual 

donation campaign.  Mr. Anderson stated that they get about $9,000 a year, from a wide area. 

Discussion followed. 

 

BLOOMSBURY HOSE COMPANY #1 

Mr. Francisco outlined the annual contributions to the Fire Company as follows: 

 

$11,550 annual contribution 

$10,500 toward fir truck repairs 

Borough pays vehicle insurance and worker's compensation insurance. 
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$1,000 for Hepatitis B vaccine  

$1,000 for Physicals 

The Borough pays 25% of utilities in the building  

The Borough pays $11,500 in annual rent payments and also pays for the Fire Alarm 

Communication phone bill for a total of about $60,000 per year. 

 

Mr. Frankenfield stated that it was nice to hear that the Borough was not cutting funding they 

locked themselves into the purchase of a new engine and a $478,000 ten year loan - with 

$54k/year payments. 

 

2009  

Income - $159,906 

Expenses - $142,157 with $68,000 spent just for air packs 

 

2010 

Income - $143,949 

Expenses - $87,000 

 

Mr. Frankenfield explained that the money they receive from the towns they serve and their 

twice annual raffles all goes to firefighting, and that the money paid for the hall pays the 

mortgage, the oil, etc. He further explained that if the Hall business does not pick up, they will 

have to start using some of the donation and raffle money to pay their normal expenses. 

 

Mr. Frankenfield reported that they have spent about 35k for new equipment to outfit the new 

truck which will be in service on June 4th. 

 

He stated that they received $14,500 from Alexandria Township, and $26,500 from Bethlehem 

Township last year. Discussion followed. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

Mr. Francisco reported that the Environmental Commission receives $500 per year and the 

Shade Tree Advisory Committee gets $250. 

 

Mrs. Goshen stated that they work primarily from Grant money they receive.  She stated that 

they spent $350 to ANJEC association and $100 to Musconetcong Watershed Association. 

 

Shade Tree has not been charged for any of their required workshop to date. 

 

The Environmental Commission is working with the Musconetcong water shed and Rutgers to 

hold a rain barrel workshop and they should be planting trees in about a month. 

 

 

BUDGET INTRODUCTION- 

Mayor Peck asked if anyone had any remaining questions or issues with the Budget as presented. 
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Mr. James asked what was included in the Budget for Salaries.  Mr. Francisco stated that it 

includes a 2% increase for salaries, but that the Budget does not actual give the increase which is 

adopted by the salary resolution. 

 

Mr. James asked if the $75,000 slated for the Capital Improvement fund had to spent. Mr. 

Francisco stated that it does not have to be spent, and that any unused amount in the Capital 

improvement fund would remain in the special account for use to fund Ordinances.  Discussion 

followed. 

 

Mayor Peck stated that all Budget Documents are available at Borough Hall for public 

inspection.  Mr. James asked if line items can still be adjusted after Introduction.  Mr. Schroeder 

explained that the public hearing will be held on June 28, 201, and that what we want to try to 

avoid is having major changes which delay the adoption of the Budget, which will then delay tax 

bills going out.  

 

Mr. James stated that going forward, having to ask our townspeople for an additional $350 he 

can not vote for a raise.  Mayor Peck stated that it can either be taken out now, or that when the 

time comes to adopt the salary resolution, you can take it out them.  Mr. Francisco stated that the 

included 2% raise would be about $3,000 total across the board.  Mr. Schroeder explained that 

while that amount can be taken out now, but quite frankly, with the additional $75,000, he is still 

reaching to make up the $145,000.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Francisco stated that he feels it is 

best to leave the $3,000 in the Budget and if raises are not granted, then that amount can be 

transferred or allowed to lapse.   

 

Mrs. Goshen asked if Garbage collection is included in the Budget.  Mr. Francisco stated that it 

was, but last years numbers were used as the new contract has not yet been awarded. Discussion 

followed. 

 

John Havey, owner of 88 Main Street stated that his salary has been cut by 60%, his businesses 

are not doing too well and he can no longer carry the squad anymore. He explained that he has 

never charged them rent or electric, and that in most years that probably meant he gave them 

more than $9,000 in donations, more than all their other donations they received. 

 

Mayor Peck stated that it has been a tough year, and he understands the. He stated tat clearly it is 

unreasonable to expect John to carry the Squad, but that the Borough is not in a position to step 

in either.   Mr. James stated that he does not think that tonight is the appropriate place to discuss 

his matter, that if it a dire need, that we should be involved in this as some of that burden may 

come back on us, and that a special meeting should be held to discuss this further. 

 

Mr. Anderson stated that the Squad is an independent organization and they are not affiliated 

with any municipality and as such there is only so much input any municipality can have.  Mayor 

Peck stated that no one is disputing that, but the amount we can give shall remain flat.  Mr. 

Anderson stated that there are some things that he is not going to discuss in any kind of open 

meeting. Discussion followed. 
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         RESOLUTION # 39-11     

          

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules that permit 

municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual budget examination, and  

          

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 1997, and 

          

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 thru 7.5, the Borough of Bloomsbury has been declared 

eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government Services, and the Chief Financial 

Officer has determined that the Borough meets the necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 

2011 budget year, 

so          

          

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury 

that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & b and based upon the Chief Financial Officer's certification. 

The Governing Body has found the budget has met the following requirements:   

          

 1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated pursuant 

  to law and appropriated as such in the budget:    

          

  a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges.   

  b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures.   

  c. Cash deficit of preceding year.     

  d. Reserve for uncollected taxes.     

  e. Other reserves and nondisbursement items.   

  f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes.  

          

 2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to 

  N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found 

  at 40A:4-45.3 et seq. are fully met. (Complies with the "CAP" law.)  

          

 3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the Local 

  Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5.    

          

 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law:     

          

  a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated, 

  b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth.   

  c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will permit the 

   exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality.  

          

 5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly advertised 
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  in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that 

  failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 

          

 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled.  

          

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVELD, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Director of 

of the Division of Local Government Services.      

          

 

Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution # 39-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-ayes; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council Introduce the 2011 Budget; seconded by Mr. Weger. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-ayes; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

SHADE TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Council reviewed a draft letter prepared by Mr. Edleston.  Mr. Edleston stated that he feels it 

would be appropriate to add a deadline by which the property owner would have to accept or 

decline the offer.  If they decline the offer for tree removal, then the offer would be made to 

another property owner. Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the letter to property owners as amended; seconded by Mrs. 

Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council authorize the Shade Tree Advisory Committee to purchase eight 2" 

caliber trees with the grant money and work with property owners to plant said trees on available 

space along Main Street; seconded by Mr. Shelton. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-recused; Weger-aye.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

ROUTE 579 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 

Mayor Peck reported that a meeting was held with John Glynn regarding the condition of the 

Route 579 Bridge. Mayor Peck explained he is looking for Council approval to send a letter to 

the Hunterdon County Freeholders endorsing the bridge replacement, with conditions which 

have been outlined both in the letter from John Glynn which followed our last public meeting 

and also that which has been sent out via email alerts from the Borough Website as follows: 

 

 Weight restriction all the way to Mechlins Corner at 625 

 4 ton weight limit 

 25 MPH coming down the hill 

 3-way stop at Statts Road 

 Re-surfacing of Milford Road before and after the project 
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 Improvements to the walk way adjacent to Church Street for access to the Park 

 Addition of retaining walls, to reduce the impact to the park property 

 Landscaping enhancements 

 Flashing speed monitoring signs 

 Additional signage 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to the Hunterdon County 

Freeholders endorsing the Route 579 Bridge Replacement with the above stated conditions; 

seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 20-11 

 

The Salary Resolution will be carried until the June meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 33-11 - LIEN REDEMPTION 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has advised the  

Committee that the following properties have been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to 

the Borough of Bloomsbury Tax Collector; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 26th day of April 2011 that refunds are made to the certificate holder as noted:  

 

 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER               BLOCK/LOT          CERT #     AMOUNT 

 

Borough of Bloomsbury                         19/1.02                2010-008    $874.62   

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 33-11; seconded by Mr. Shelton. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 34-11 - RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL NO. 1351 

 WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 1351 (hereinafter referred to as S-1351) would amend the 

Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6, et seq., to include many new requirements that are 

unnecessary to protect the public’s interest in open and transparent government, and which 

would unduly burden municipalities; and, 
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 WHEREAS, S-1351 would impose new procedural requirements on municipalities 

which will be time consuming and costly, at a time when municipalities are facing 

unprecedented financial constraints; and, 

 WHEREAS, S-1351 would impose new procedural requirements on municipalities that 

are impractical and wasteful, and which would result in longer meetings and less efficient 

governance; and, 

 WHEREAS, among the time consuming, costly, impractical and wasteful new 

requirements of S-1351 are the following: 

A. new requirements pertaining to subcommittees, including notice of subcommittee 

meetings and the preparation of minutes, which would, among other things, 

necessitate additional administrative support for all meetings of subcommittees so 

that minutes can be prepared; and, 

B. new requirement that agendas provide a description of all agenda items, including 

the names of the parties to and approximate dollar amounts of any contracts to be 

acted upon, which would increase preparation time for agendas; and,  

C. new requirement that agendas include estimated starting times for the public 

portion of the meeting and the portion of the meeting from which the public is to 

be excluded, though this information would be purely speculative and unreliable; 

and, 

D. new requirement that no public body be permitted to act upon or discuss a matter 

that is not listed on the agenda except in emergencies, which requirement would 

be impractical and unnecessarily inhibit the operations of municipal government, 

as it is often necessary for the effective and efficient administration of municipal 
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governmental purposes to discuss or act on matters for which three business days’ 

notice may not be possible; and this would effectively prevent discussion of items 

brought forward by the public; and, 

E. new requirement that a public body provide for public comment on emergency 

items that are added to a meeting agenda, adding unnecessary and time-

consuming process to meetings; and, 

F. new requirement that a public body provide for public comment before taking 

final action on any matter at any meeting of at least three minutes per person, 

which requirement, as written, would result in an unworkable series of public 

comment periods on every action of the governing body, from appointments to 

resolutions to approval of minutes, thereby adding substantial time to every 

meeting of the public body; and, 

G. new requirement eliminating attorney-client privilege as a basis for excluding the 

public from a portion of the meeting, which will inhibit the public body’s ability 

to obtain needed legal advice, which is contrary to the public interest; and, 

H. new requirement that public bodies be permitted to exclude the public from 

discussion of personnel matters only with the written consent of the potentially 

affected employee, thereby inhibiting the public body’s ability to take necessary 

actions on personnel matters; and, 

I. new requirements for more extensive minutes of public body meetings, such as 

the inclusion of each member’s stated reasons for his or her actions or vote, the 

identity of each member of the public who spoke and a summary of what was 
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said, which shall cause the preparation of minutes to be more time consuming and 

costly; and, 

J. confusing new requirements pertaining to disclosure of recordings of meetings, 

including making recordings promptly available after meetings, and somehow 

incorporating such recordings with meeting minutes; and, 

K. new requirements that minutes would include electronic communications 

concerning public business among an effective majority of the members that 

occurred prior to a meeting, which would be an unworkable and ineffective 

imposition on municipalities, and would purport to make pre-meeting 

communications somehow become part of the meeting itself, an unprecedented 

expansion of the meeting concept; and, 

L. new requirements for maintaining on the municipal website schedules of 

meetings, agendas, notices of emergency meetings, minutes, resolutions and 

ordinance to the extent not already set forth in the minutes, and closed meetings 

resolutions, for a period of at least five years, which would result in additional 

costs for posting and maintaining website information; 

WHEREAS, there is no justifiable basis for the imposition of the burdensome and cost 

generative provisions of S-1351; and, 

WHEREAS, portions of S-1351 place financial, time, manpower and other burdens on 

municipalities at a time when municipalities are constrained to layoff municipal employees, 

impose furloughs, and reduce departmental budgets so that municipalities can meet strict CAP 

requirements even when revenues are decreased and operating costs continue to climb; and, 
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WHEREAS, the cost generative provisions of S-1351 are unfunded mandates that violate 

the “State Mandate, State Pay” amendment to the New Jersey Constitution;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury, County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey, for the reasons stated above, do 

hereby opposes Senate Bill No. 1351 in its current form, and urge the New Jersey State Senate 

and Assembly to oppose this Bill; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to State 

Senator Loretta Weinberg, State Senator Stephen Sweeney, the members of the Senate and 

Budget Appropriations Committee, the legislators of the 23rd State Legislative District, the New 

Jersey State League of Municipalities, and the Municipal Clerks’ Association of New Jersey.   

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution 34-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 35-11 - CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION ON-PREMISE 50/50 

RAFFLE 

 

 WHEREAS, the Church of the Annunciation is the licensee on the application to conduct 

an On- Premise Draw Raffle to be held at the Church of the Annunciation at 80 Main Street, 

Bloomsbury, NJ on June 11, 2011, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and fees have been submitted to the 

Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny the aforesaid On- Premise Draw 

Raffle, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 

 

1. The On- Premise Draw Raffle application is approved contingent to the Legalized 

Games of Chance Control Commission approving said application. 

 

Mr. Shelton moved Council adopt Resolution # 35-11; seconded by Mr. Weger.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 
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RESOLUTION # 36-11 - RESOLUTION AUTHORING THE ISSUANCE OF A 

DUPLICATE TAX SALE CERTIFICATE  PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 99 OF THE 

PUBLIC LAWS OF 1997 

  

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has previously issued a 

tax sale certificate to the Borough of Bloomsbury, dated December 6, 1982, covering property 

commonly known and referred to as Block 28, Lot 13, as set out on the municipal tax map then 

in use which certificate bears number 82-1. 

WHEREAS, the purchaser of the aforesaid tax sale certificate has indicated to the tax 

Collector that they have lost or otherwise misplaced the original certificate and have duly filed 

the appropriate Affidavit of Loss with the Tax Collector, a copy of which is attached hereto. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Mayor and Common Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury, that the Tax Collector be and is hereby authorized to issue an appropriate 

duplicate Tax Sale Certificate to the said lien holder covering the certificate lost as previously 

described all in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 99 of the Public Laws of 1997. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution and the Loss Affidavit be 

attached to the duplicate certificate to be issued to said purchaser and that said duplicate 

certificate shall be stamped or otherwise have imprinted upon it the word “Duplicate” as required 

by law. 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 36-11; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

BLOOMSBURY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ANNUAL MILE RUN 

Council reviewed an email from Ms. Hill-Whipple advising the Borough Council that they will 

hold their annual Mile Run on Thursday June 2nd with a rain date of June 7, 2011, with one 

group going at 9:00 and the second at 10:00 am.  Mayor Peck explained that they will begin on 

North Street at Center Street and travel to the cul-de-sac and back to Center Street. 
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Mr. Weger moved Council authorize the plan as set forth in Ms. Hill-Whipple's email of May 

12th, contingent upon them working with Mr. Heinrich to arrange for the appropriate street 

closure; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
STREET PAINTING 
Mrs. Tersigni asked if formal action was needed to prevent people from marking the Borough 
Streets without permission, as was done for the recent 5K Run. Discussion followed.  Mr. Weger 
suggested that black spray point could be purchased to cover the marks and Mayor peck stated 
that moving forward anyone requesting to hold such an event will need to be advised that they 
are not permitted to mark the streets in any way. 
 
FAWN RUN CRACK SEALING 
Mayor Peck reported that a quote was received from Driveway Maintenance Incorporated of 
Clinton for the Fawn Run repairs for $7,930.  Mayor Peck explained that this is the lowest bid 
received. 
 
Mr. James moved Council authorize that the work be awarded to Driveway Maintenance Inc.; 
seconded by Mrs. Papics. 
 
ROLL CALLVOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye.  motion 
carried. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Wesley Lance, North Street asked Council for guidance on how to deal with the Railroad 

regarding the water run off problem.  He provided Council with pictures, stating that the 

Railroad had a bulldozer on the tracks last week and they created a low spot, and made the 

existing issue far worse.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Lance stated that the Railroad replaced a 

large cross pipe with a smaller one and now when the water flows over it and across his yard. 

 

The Clerk requested that Mr. Lance gather photos from last year, and this recent incident, and 

provide those along with dates that the railroad changed the cross pipe, re-routed the water run 

off, and had the bulldozer on the railroad bed and created the low spot. 

 

Mr. Lance will bring all information and pictures to the Clerk next week. 

 

Mr. Shelton moved Council authorize Mr. Edleston to work with Mr. Roseberry to look into a 

solution for the problem; seconded by Mr. Weger.  All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

Vita Bello, Fawn Run stated that she is seeking Council's help in preventing the trucks at the 

fertilizer plant from going in and out and idling from 4:40 am to late in the evening.  Mr. 

Frankenfield stated that drivers are told that the gate is not locked, that they should enter the 

property and shut the trucks off until the plant workers get in at 7:00 am. He stated that they have 

considered putting up signage to advise of the same. Discussion followed.  Mr. Frankenfield 

stated that he will speak to his boss regarding the same. Mr. Frankenfield stated that when the 

trucks are being loaded, they must be idling in order to mix the chemicals.  He also stated that 
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because of the rain received in April, they are behind and trying to do 2.5 months work in 3 

weeks and that under the agricultural act they can work as much as possible to get the job done. 

 

Mayor Peck stated that there are two things which can be done to try to improve the situation.  

The Clerk will follow up with Mr. McGourty to inquire as to what can be done about the idling 

trucks, and Mr. Frankenfield will try to have signs installed at the gate entrance. 

 

Dale Frankenfield, Assistant Chief of Bloomsbury Hose Company asked Council install No 

Parking signs to prevent parking on East Street within 25 feet of the corner as they can not make 

the turn with the new truck.  Discussion followed.   

 

Mr. Frankenfield stated that there are low hanging trees on School Street which will prevent fire 

trucks from going done the alley in the event there is a fire.   

 

Mayor Peck stated that we need to inform and enforce the 25' no parking zone on East Street, 

and a notice must be sent out to all property owners along School Street advising that they need 

to maintain the property clearance.  Mayor Peck asked that the Clerk ride with the Code 

Enforcement Officer through town to identify all properties which need to remove or trim trees 

and/or shrubs to provide for clear sidewalks and sight distances throughout the Borough. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weger; seconded by Mrs. 

Tersigni.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:38 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 28, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on June 28, 2011 at Borough Hall, 91 

Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by 

the reading of the Sunshine Law by Mayor, Mark Peck. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 13, 2011 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger - absent  

   Steven Shelton   Mark Peck, Mayor   

        William Edleston, Esq.  

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 24, 2011; seconded 

by Mr. Shelton.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council approve the Special Meeting Minutes of June 9, 2011; seconded by 

Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion Carried 

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's Monthly Report dated May 31, 2011; 

seconded by Mrs. Tersigni. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council approved the Bill List of June 28, 2011; seconded by Mr. James. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye except for payroll; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 

Council reviewed the Code Enforcement Report dated June 16, 2011.  Discussion followed. 
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Mrs. Papics stated that the stop sign at the corner of Main and East Streets is obstructed by a 

shrub from the adjacent property. Mr. Creveling stated that he was going to contact the property 

owners but that Mrs. Tersigni had felt it was more of a public safety issue. 

 

Mayor Peck asked if Mr. Creveling had driven through town with the Clerk looking for 

encroachment issues as requested at the May meeting.  Mr. Creveling stated he had not, but he 

did not believe that School Street was as bad as reported. Discussion followed.   

 

Council discussed drafting a general letter with spaces to be filled in, for Ordinance which has 

been violated, the penalty for the same, etc.  Mayor Peck will work with Mr. Creveling to draft 

the letter. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

Mr. Francisco presented the following report on behalf of the Clerk: 

 

The Clerk created a new Recycling and Garbage guidelines flyer which is available for the 

public. 

 

Clean Up Day is scheduled for July 23, 2011 and Council volunteers are needed. Mayor Peck, 

Mrs. Tersigni and Mrs. Papics stated that they will help again this year. 

 

The Clerk requested permission to attend the League of Municipalities Conference in November 

which will cost approximately $300 for registration and hotel and Mr. Francisco verified the 

money is available in the Clerk's Budget.  Council approved the same. 

 

The Clerk has been working on the Editorial Analysis provided by General Code and will be 

meeting with the Mayor on Thursday for further review. 

 

The Clerk will be meeting with Donna Surdich, Court Administrator to go over the Borough 

Ordinances which the Court has on file, on Thursday as well. Mayor Peck stated that the 

Prosecutor is retiring effective the end of the month and Bethlehem handles filling the position. 

 

The Clerk asked that the Mayor bring up the topic of compliance with the insurance inspection 

recommendations regarding the Borough Park.  Mayor Peck explained that this includes adding 

about 12" of mulch under the stationary play structure, the use zone must be expanded under the 

swings, that rubber mats to installed beneath the swings and then add 9" - 12" of mulch to that 

area as well.  

 

Mayor Peck stated that he would like to have the Clerk order sufficient mats and mulch. 

Discussion followed. Mrs. Tersigni stated that she does not feel we have the time or resources to 

dig out the use zone and that mulch should be ordered and the swings raised as needed. 

 

Mr. Shelton moved Council authorize the Clerk to order sufficient mats and mulch for under he 

swings and that any additional mulch will be used under the stationary equipment for a cost not 

to exceed $1,000; seconded by Mr. James. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. Motion carried. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

V.Papics 

  

Board of Education- 

 

● Mrs. Papics stated the School Board meeting was re-scheduled to tonight so she is unable 

 to attend. 

 

C. James: 

 

Newsletter- 

 

● Mr. James stated that he would like to put something in the next newsletter asking that 

 people who want to receive it electronically sign up for the same to reduce the mailing 

 cost. He also asked if Council is interested in reducing the number of publications per 

 year. He stated that it is difficult to get submissions in on time.  Discussion followed. 

 

Environmental Commission- 

 

● Mr. James reported that Project Porch Light was a great success. 

 

S. Shelton: 

 

Recreation- 

 

● Mr. Shelton stated that Recreation conducted interviews for Summer Recreation 

 Counselors.  

 

● Mr. Shelton reported that the last Movie Night was canceled due to weather and will be 

 held in the upcoming weeks. 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Planning Board - 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the public hearing was held for a Fawn Run property that needed 

 variances to put in a deck and approval was granted. 

 

● A resolution will be written for the Board to approve the As Build Plans and grant Final 

 Site Plan Approval to Brown's Hunterdon Mack and their Bond then released. 

 

● The Sub-Committee will focus on consideration of a Solar Farm Ordinance after 

 consulting with the Planner.  
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● The Highlands Council have approved our Plan Conformance and the Board will be 

 receiving additional information from them in the next few weeks. 

Borough Park - 

● Mrs. Tersigni reported that there is a dead tree at the Borough Park near the snack shack. 

 Mayor Peck will ask the Clerk to solicit quotes to have the tree removed or see if the 

 DPW staff can do it. 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that Mill grass was mowed on the street side only and she does not 

 want the public to think that the appearance of the lawn around the Mill is acceptable 

 because she does not think that it is. She questioned if it is still our responsibility to 

 maintain the property.  Mr. Edleston stated that it is still our property and therefore it is. 

● Mrs. Tersigni asked if two functioning bathrooms at the Borough Park for Summer 

 Recreation are required or not, but last time she checked only one door would open.  Mr. 

 James asked when she last checked as right after the last Council meeting, he fixed the 

 door.  Mr. James reported that everything was working, but he spoke to Chris Smith and 

 they decided to replace both toilets, and Recreation has agreed to pay for the same. 

M.Peck: 

BLOOMSBURY MILL- 

● Mayor Peck reported that the permits have been obtained and they are now working on 

 the architectural design and he is hopeful that work will begin this fall. 

COUNCIL VACANCY- 

● Mayor Peck stated that he will appoint Richard Petri to fill the vacant seat on Council at 

 the July Meeting. 

STATE POLICE REPORT 

 

No report. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

PUBLIC HEARING - 2011 BUDGET 

Mr. Schroder stated that following the public hearing, if it is Councils pleasure, they can move to 

a vote to adopt the budget. 
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Mayor Peck stated that there was lengthy discussion last month, and asked Council if there was 

any comment before the public hearing was opened. Mayor Peck stated that the Salary 

Resolution with a variety of options will be addressed as well. 

Mr. James moved Council open the Public Hearing; seconded by Mr. Shelton.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

Mayor Peck asked the record reflect there is one member of the public in attendance. 

Ilse Goshen, 69 Main Street stated that she feels it is a lot to spend $60,000 on the Fire 

Company.  She asked why we spend 25% of the utilities at the Fire House.  Mayor Peck stated 

that that has been questioned frequently in the recent past and that there is no rent increase again 

this year.  Mrs. Goshen stated that is a lot of money, especially when the Rescue Squad only gets 

$25,000.  Mayor Peck said for the record we are basically maintaining what has been and that it 

is difficult to radically change things.  

Mrs. Goshen asked if the Borough got any control of the siren for that $60,000.  Mayor Peck 

stated that the siren had been going off pretty early and that maybe Cherryville didn't get the 

memo regarding the times the siren is permitted to sound.  Discussion followed. 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council close the Public Hearing; seconded by Mr. James.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

Mr. Shelton moved Council adopt the 2011 Budget; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye.  Motion carried. 

TREES - LETTER TO PROPERTY OWNERS 

Mayor Peck asked if there was any update to the status of the letters to property owners 

regarding the removal of trees. None received. 

 

ROUTE 579 BRIDGE 

Mayor Peck reported that the State found safety issues with the Bridge during a recent inspection 

and they have proposed to close the Bridge for about a week following the July 4th Holiday, in 

order to make repairs.  

 

Mayor Peck stated that he is very concerned about the proposed detour plans they offered and 

has asked the Borough Engineer to review the same. Discussion followed. 

 

ALARM ORDINANCE 

Council discussed the sample alarm ordinance provided by the NJSP. No action will be taken at 

this time. 

 

POINT PARK 

Mr. James stated that he noticed work began at the Point Park on the Eagle Scout project and it 

looks great. 



 
 6 

 

RAILROAD WATER RUN OFF 

Mr. James asked if there was an update regarding the Railroad water run off issue that was 

presented to Council by a North Street resident last month.  Mayor Peck reported that when he 

spoke to the Clerk a week ago, she advised that none of the requested information or pictures had 

been received from the property owner. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that this person received a reduction in their property taxes because the 

problem, so can't we compel this evidence be provided to us so it can be cured and we can get 

our ratables back where they should be.  Mayor Peck stated that trying to compel it would cost 

more that the return.  He stated that if you get a reduction based on a condition you claim is 

affecting your property and that condition is abated, the n you should be restored to the original 

rate.   

 

The Clerk will discuss this with the Tax Assessor and Attorney and provide Council with an 

update at the July Council meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

2011 SALARY RESOLUTION 

Mayor Peck stated that the Salary Resolutions presented show options for  0%, 1%, 1.5%, & 2% 

increases for Council's consideration.   

 

Mr. Shelton moved Council adopt Resolution 20-11 with a 0% increase for 2011; seconded by 

Mr. James. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye, Papics-abstain; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 40-11 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING IN REM FORECLOSUE 

PROCEEDINGS  

 

Council discussed Resolution #40-11. 

 

Mayor Peck, Mr. James and Mrs. Papics and the Clerk will form a sub-committee to look into 

North Street properties. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Resolution # 40-11 be tabled until the July meeting; seconded by Mr. James. 

All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 41-11 - BLOOMSBURY HOSE COMPANY LIQUOR LICENSE 2011 

 
 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Hose Company is the holder of a liquor license which is to 

expire June 30, 2011, 

  

 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and renewal fees 

have been submitted to the Borough Clerk; and 



 
 7 

 

 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny renewal of the aforesaid liquor 

license, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 

 

1.  The liquor license of the Bloomsbury Hose Company No. 1 be and the same is 

 hereby extended for the one-year period beginning July 1, 2011 and terminating 

 June 30, 2012. 

 

2.    Nothing herein shall be construed as relieving the license holder to the             

 obligation to fully comply with all state and municipal regulations relating 

 to the license holder. 

 

Mr. Shelton moved Council adopt Resolution # 41-11; seconded by Mr. James. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 42-11 - LIEN REDEMPTION 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has advised the  

Committee that the following properties have been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to 

the Borough of Bloomsbury Tax Collector; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 28th day of June 2011 that refunds are made to the certificate holder as noted:  

 

 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER               BLOCK/LOT          CERT #     AMOUNT 

 

Borough of Bloomsbury                         21/20                  09-02    $12,589.78  

  

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 42-11; seconded by Mr. James. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 43-11 - BLOOMSBURY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTO OFF-

PREMISE 50/50 RAFFLE  

    

 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Elementary School PTO  is the licensee on the application 

to conduct an Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle to be held at the Bloomsbury Elementary School, 20 

Main Street, Bloomsbury, NJ on September 24 & 25, 2011 from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and fees have been submitted to the 

Borough Clerk; and 
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 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny the aforesaid off-premise 50/50 raffle 

and draw raffle, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 

 

1. The off-premise 50/50 raffle and draw raffle application is approved contingent to 

the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission approving said application. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 43-11; seconded by Mr. Shelton. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. Motion carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Council reviewed correspondence. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

No comment. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weger; seconded by Mrs. 

Tersigni.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 



 
 1 

 

BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 26, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on July 26, 2011 at Borough Hall, 91 

Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by 

the reading of the Sunshine Law by Mayor, Mark Peck. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 13, 2011 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James    Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger - excused  

   Steven Shelton   Mark Peck, Mayor   

        William Edleston, Esq.  

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Shelton moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 28, 2011; seconded 

by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's Monthly Report dated June 30, 2011; 

seconded by Mrs. Tersigni. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's Quarterly Report dated June 30, 2011; 

seconded by Mrs. Tersigni. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mr. James moved Council approved the Bill List of July 26, 2011; seconded by Mr. Shelton. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye except for payroll; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

 

 



 
 2 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 

Council reviewed the Code Enforcement Report dated July 14, 2011.  Discussion followed. 

Mr. Creveling stated that he and the Clerk had walked the Borough and noted properties which 

have violations of the property maintenance ordinance regarding encroachment onto sidewalks 

and streets.  Letter will be mailed to said property owners Thursday regarding the same. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

 

CODIFICATION- 

 

The Clerk reported requesting an extension to the July 22, 2011 deadline for submission of the 

Borough responses to the Editorial Analysis as she is still waiting for responses from the 

Borough Attorney and Engineer. 

 

FIRE RESCUE ALARM- 

 

The Clerk stated that the Assistant Fire Chief reported that the timers have been set and that the 

Fire Alarm will not sound between 10:00 pm and 7:00 am. 

 

PARK MULCH- 

 

● The Clerk reported that at the June Council meeting, Council authorized her to purchase 

 mats and mulch for the Borough Park for a cost not to exceed $1,000. She explained that 

 the mats are not required, and that digging out the use area and filling with adequate 

 mulch is necessary.  She further reported that she measured the site and according to her 

 calculations, 60 cubic yards of mulch are actually needed to fill both the use area under 

the  swings and the play area beneath the stationary equipment. 

 

 The Clerk reported that she contacted many vendors and found the best price to be from 

 Green Pond Nursery, where playground mulch purchased in bulk is $19/cu. yd. with a 

 $75.00 delivery charge.  She also explained that she has asked a neighboring municipality 

 to assist the Borough by digging out the use zone for us free of charge but has contacted a 

 local contractor who can also do the work for about $400 if need be. Discussion 

 followed. 

 

The Clerk requested Council consider authorizing her to spend up to $1,500 on the purchase of 

mulch and up to $500 to have the use area dug out. 

 

Mr. Shelton moved Council authorize the Clerk to purchase mulch in an amount not to exceed 

$1,500 and for excavation services if needed for up to $500; seconded by Mr. James.  

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Tersigni-aye. Motion carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

V.Papics 
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Board of Education- 

 

● Mrs. Papics stated that the Fire Company asked about the status of the Church Siren.  

 Mayor Peck stated that the Borough can not take a position on the siren as it is not owned 

 by the Borough. 

 

C. James: 

 

Newsletter- 

 

● Mr. James stated that deadline for submissions to the September Newsletter is August 

 12th. He asked that anyone with content keep it brief and simple. 

 

Environmental Commission- 

 

● Mr. James reported that he was unable to attend the meeting, but Ilse Goshen, who was in 

attendance stated there was nothing new to report. 

 

S. Shelton: 

 

Recreation- 

 

● Mr. Shelton reported that the over 30 softball game was held last Sunday and that turnout 

 was light due to the extreme heat.  The Movie night was also postponed due to weather 

 and he  will have a new schedule of events for the August meeting. 

 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Planning Board - 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the July Planning Board Meeting was canceled due to lack of 

 pending business. 

 

Clean Up Day - 

● Mrs. Tersigni reported that Mrs. Papics did a great job at Clean up day, providing a tent 

 which was used at Clean Up day.  She stated that 2 containers of metal and 4.5 containers 

 of bulk waste were collected.  Suggestions for next year may include moving the date to a 

 cooler time of year, and also blocking the driveway to prevent anyone from dumping 

 items in advance of the event.   

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that Premier will accept shredded paper with recycling, but it must 

 be contained in a recyclable bag. She explained that kitty litter is not a recyclable item



 
 4 

 and if it is placed in the truck with recycling, that the entire load is then considered 

 contaminated and the load must be taken to the dump.  Both the hauler and the resident 

 are then subject to $500 fines. Mayor Peck will send out an email alert regarding the 

 same. 

Eagle Scout Project at Point Park- 

● Mrs. Tersigni explained that they are ready to order the new sign for point park, but that 

 they need to know if the new one can be mounted on the old one or if Council wants to 

 retain the original one.  Discussion followed.  The Clerk will reach out to them and 

 request the old sign be removed and kept so that it may be installed at Tuxhorn Park to 

 replace the broken one at that location. 

M.Peck: 

MAIN STREET PHASE I- 

● Mayor Peck reported he received an email from Mr. Roseberry today and that we are 

 ready to go out for bid on the Main Street Phase I project. He explained that we anticipate 

 going out to bid around August 12th and hopefully the work will begin in early 

 September.  An informal meeting will be held at Borough Hall on Monday evening so 

 that residents can review the plans and ask Mr. Roseberry questions. 

 

STATE POLICE REPORT 

No report. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

TREES - LETTER TO PROPERTY OWNERS  

 

Mrs. Tersigni recused herself from discussion and stepped down from the Council table. 

 

The Clerk reported that she did receive a letter from the tree expert, Donald Korbobo outlining 

five trees which he feels should be taken down and why.  

 

The Clerk stated that she has also received a revised quote form the Tree Service and the price 

has gone up about 10% since last November, now totaling $4,950.  Mr. Francisco stated that 

$4,076 is remaining from the grant as some money was spent to remove a few trees at Point 

Park. The Clerk will contact Mr. Korbobo to ask that he rate the trees from most dangerous, to 

least dangerous and then try to negotiate with the Tree Service to have at least four of the trees 

taken down for the remaining money.  

 

The Clerk will then mail letters to the property owners and if any decline the offer, then she will 

move onto the next one. 
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Mrs. Papics moved Council authorize spending of up to $4,076 to remove the four most 

problematic trees, as recommended by Donald Korbobo per his letter of July 25, 2011; seconded 

by Mr. James.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Shelton-aye; Peck-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk reported that although she had reached out to Aqua, New Jersey months ago to see if 

they have any plans for water line repairs on Main Street in the near term, she never heard back.  

She will contact them again to let them know the reconstruction work is set to begin in early 

September. 

 

ALARM ORDINANCE 

Council tabled the proposed alarm ordinance. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Ann Kolakowski, liaison to the Hunterdon County Division of Senior, Disabilities & Veterans 

Services reported attending three County meetings since her appointment.  She stated that she 

was pleasantly surprised to find out how much help and assistance there is for Seniors, Veterans 

and those who are disabled.  She explained that she would like to discuss how to best get this 

information out to the public.   

 

Ann stated that she has discussed including information in the quarterly newsletter, but feels that 

some information needs to get out more frequently. Mayor Peck stated that the email alert system 

is a great way to get information out fast, but the ones who would be most served by these 

programs, are probably the least likely to have internet access. Discussion followed. 

 

Ann asked Council's permission to disseminate information through the local churches if 

possible.  She will also reach out to her home town of Clinton Township to see if they may be 

willing to allow Bloomsbury residents to participate in some of their social events for seniors. 

. 

Mr. Shelton moved Council authorize Ann Kolakowski to act on behalf of the Borough to do 

outreach to neighboring municipalities, churches and other non-profit organizations to spread the 

word of these programs; seconded Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ann will submit a notice to Mr. James for inclusion in the September newsletter and forward 

important notices to the Clerk for posting at Borough Hall as well.   

 

 

RESOLUTION # 44-11 - LAWN MAINTENANCE PROFESSIONAL 2011 

 

 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury the that the following Lawn Maintenance Contractors may be hired to remedy 

violations of the Property Maintenance Code of the Borough of  Bloomsbury as established in 

Ordinance # 101-10, provided they maintain appropriate insurance as required by law. 
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Mike Baney      Mike Saylor 

Grass is Greener     263 Asbury Bloomsbury Road 

15 Crisman Drive     Asbury, NJ 08802 

Bloomsbury, NJ 08804 

 

Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution # 44-11; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 45-11 - EXTEND GRACE PERIOD FOR PAYMENT OF TAX 

 

 WHEREAS, the 2011 final and 2012 preliminary tax bills will be mailed out beyond the 

June 14, 2010 statutory date, NJSA 54:4-64 as a result of a delay in obtaining the Municipal Tax 

Rate, and; 

 

 WHEREAS, the law of 1994 known as A179 requires a minimum of a twenty –five day 

payment period for either estimated or final tax bills. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 26th day of July 2011, that the grace period allowed for payment of the August 

1, 2011 tax quarter be extended to August 24, 2011 and any payment received after said date will 

be charged interest from the original August 1, 2011 due date. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council adopt resolution # 45-11; seconded by Mr. James.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 46-11 - STREET CLOSURE FOR BLOOMSBURY FINE ART & FINE 

CRAFT FESTIVAL 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Fine Art & Fine Craft Festival is a Bloomsbury PTO 

fundraiser for the Bloomsbury Elementary School, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the festival will be held on Borough streets on September 24th and 25th, 

2011, and 

  

 WHEREAS, to ensure safety, it is necessary and proper to close Main Street from 

Church Street to East Street and Center Street from Brunswick Avenue to North Street to 

vehicular traffic beginning at 1:00 pm on September 23rd and ending at 7:00pm on September 

25th. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
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 1.  The Bloomsbury Fine Arts and Fine Crafts Festival is hereby endorsed. 

   

 2. The partial closure of Main and Center Streets will be in effect during the   

 times above recited. 

  

 3. Vehicles not removed from the above mentioned street will be ticketed   

 and towed at the owners expense. 

  

 4. The Borough Clerk shall notify the State Police of this action. 

 

 5. A copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the County. 

 

 6. This Resolution shall be posted in (5) conspicuous spots within the   

 Borough.  

 

Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution # 46-11; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Council reviewed correspondence. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Ilse Goshen, 69 Main Street stated that the DEP conducted their inspection of the recent tree 

planting and all were excellent.  She added that they will be nominating the sycamore tree at the 

corner of Church and Brunswick to be a champion tree. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a 

meeting, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury has deemed it 

necessary to go into a closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the 

public,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury will go into closed session for the following reasons as outlined in N.J.S.A. 

10:14-2 to discuss the In-Rem Foreclosure issue, potential litigation regarding a contract matter 

and a personnel matter regarding possible adjustment of office hours. 

 

Mr. Shelton made a motion to go into closed session, seconded by Mr. James.  All ayes, motion 

carried. 

  

Discussion followed.  

 

Council returned from executive session at approximately 8:47 PM.   
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Mr. James moved Council re-enter regular session, seconded by Mr. Shelton.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

RESOLUTION # 40-11 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING IN REM FORECLOSUE 

PROCEEDINGS  
 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has prepared the attached 

Foreclosure List, and, 

  

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 26th day of July, 2011 that the Tax Sale Certificates on the attached Tax 

Foreclosure List, now held by the Borough of Bloomsbury, be foreclosed by summary 

proceedings, IN REM, and as described and set forth in NJSA 54:5-104 et seq., as amended, and 

pursuant to the Rules of Civil Practice of the Supreme Court of the State of New Jersey. 

 

Mr. James moved Council adopt Resolution # 40-11; seconded by Mr. Shelton. All ayes.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council approve amending the Clerk/Administrator's hours to Monday 

through Thursday from 8:30 am - 3:00 pm beginning August 1, 2011; seconded by Mr. James.  

All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. James; seconded by Mr. 

Shelton.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2011 

 

The rescheduled August meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on September 8, 2011 at 

Borough Hall, 91 Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to 

order at 8:35 AM by the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on September 6, 2011 by providing notice to the Hunterdon County Democrat and the 

posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James - excused    Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics     Eric Weger - via phone 

   Steven Shelton - excused   Mark Peck, Mayor   

         William Edleston, Esq.  

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No Comment. 

 

Mr. Weger joined Council discussion via phone at 8:37. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Mrs. Papics moved Council approved the Bill List of August 23, 2011; seconded by Mrs. 

Tersigni. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Papics-aye except for payroll; Peck-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS- 

MAIN STREET PHASE I- 

RESOLUTION # 54-11 - RESOLUTION REJECTING ALL BIDS RECEIVED FOR THE 

MAIN STREET PHASE I PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE RETURN OF ALL BID 

BONDS 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury, that all 

bids received for the Main Street Phase I Project are hereby rejected. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk is hereby authorized to return all bid 

bonds to all bidders.  

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council reject all bids and return the bid bonds to all bidders; seconded by 

Mr. Weger. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Papics-aye; Peck-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 55-11 - RESOLUTION TO RE-BID THE MAIN STREET PHASE I 

PROJECT WITH OPTIONS 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury, that the 

Main Street Phase I Project will be re-bid with options. 

 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council adopt resolution # 54-11; seconded by Mr. Weger. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Papics-aye; Peck-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion carried. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS -  

 

RESOLUTION # 47-11 - A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE HUNTEDON COUNTY 

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS TO STUDY THE FEASIBILITY OF A 

COUNTY-WIDE ANIMAL CONTROL SHARED SERVICE 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Bloomsbury Common Council hereby requests the 

Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders to collaborate with the Hunterdon County 

Shared Services Coordinator to conduct a feasibility study for county-wide animal control 

services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Hunterdon County has successfully implemented county-wide, cost-

effective shared services such as administration of the Health Officer position that has resulted in 

the saving of taxpayer dollars and the reduction of redundancy of the service; and 

  

 WHEREAS, Hunterdon County has successfully implemented county-wide, cost-

effective shared services such as administration of the 911 Dispatch that has resulted in the 

saving of taxpayer dollars and reduction of the redundancy of the service; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Hunterdon County Shared Services Coordinator, through meetings and 

surveying municipalities has identified animal control services as a requested and possible shared 

service; and 

 

 WHEREAS, many municipalities throughout the County are struggling to provide 

animal control services; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough of Bloomsbury Common Council believes that long-term tax 

savings and improved service delivery may be obtained by sharing animal control services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the proposed State municipal budget cuts will impact the Borough of 

Bloomsbury Common Council and possibly some services the Borough of Bloomsbury Common 

Council provides to its residents and businesses; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the State has proposed allocating $32 million in SHARE grant funding to 

study and implement shared services such as county-wide animal control; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Bloomsbury Common Council desires the Hunterdon 

County Board of Chosen Freeholders to seek funding through the proposed State’s SHARE 

allocation to conduct the feasibility study; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Bloomsbury Common 

Council, that we request the Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders to collaborate with 

the Hunterdon County Shared Services Coordinator to begin the process of conducting a 

feasibility study for county-wide animal control services. 

 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 47-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION  # 48-11 - RESOLUTION OF APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT 

APPLICATION AND EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO MAIN 

STREET - PHASE II 

 

Resolution # 48-11 will be carried until the Regular Meeting to be held on September 27, 2011. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 49-11 - BLOOMSBURY HOSE COMPANY # 1 INC. 

OFF-PREMISE 50/50 RAFFLE 

 

 WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Hose Company #1 Inc. is the licensee on the application to 

conduct an Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle on November 18, 2011 to be held at the Bloomsbury Hose 

Company, 91 Brunswick Avenue, from 6:30 - 10:30 PM. 

 

 WHEREAS, the appropriate application forms and fees have been submitted to the 

Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there appear to be no reasons to deny the aforesaid off-premise 50/50 raffle, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council as follows: 

 

1. The off-premise 50/50 raffle application is approved contingent to the Legalized 

Games of Chance Control Commission approving said application. 
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Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution 49-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 50-11 - RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES GRANT AN EXEMPTION TO 

THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY FROM THE REQUIREMENT TO APPOINT A 

CERTIFIED PRINCIPAL PUBLIC WORKS MANAGER FOR THE PERIOD 

DECEMBER 24, 2011 THROUGH DECEMBER 23, 2016. 

 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:9-154.6 et seq. requires each municipality to appoint a certified 

principal public works manager, and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:9-154.6 et seq. allows the Director of the Division of Local 

Government to grant an exemption from this requirement if the municipality conducts minimal 

public works activities, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Bloomsbury conducts minimal public works activity and 

was granted exemptions in 1996, 2001 and 2006, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s current exemption expires on December 23, 2011, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Bloomsbury Council 

requests the Director of Local Government Services exempt the Borough of Bloomsbury from 

appointing a Certified Principal Public Works Manager for the period December 24, 2011 

through December 23, 2016 because it provides minimal public works activities. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 50-11; seconded by Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 51-11 - LIEN REDEMPTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has advised the  

Committee that the following properties have been redeemed and the money due thereon paid to 

the Borough of Bloomsbury Tax Collector; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury this 27th day of September 2011 that refunds are made to the certificate holder as 

noted:  

 

 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER               BLOCK/LOT          CERT # AMOUNT 
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US Bank Cust for CCTS Capital               16/13           20010-006    $8,165.65   

2 Liberty Place 

50 S. 16
th

 St. Suite 1950 

Philadelphia, PA. 19102            

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 51-11; seconded by Mr. Weger.   

ROLL CALL VOTE: Peck-aye; Papics-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION # 52-11 - RETURN OF PREMIUM 
 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Bloomsbury has advised the  

Common Council that the following property has been redeemed within five (5) years of the tax 

sale, and a premium of $200.00 was paid at the time of the sale; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury this 8th day of September 2011, that the $200.00 premium is to be returned to the 

certificate holder as noted:  

 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER                      BLOCK/LOT              CERT # 

US Bank Cust for CCTS Capital, LLC            16/13                         2010-006 

2 Liberty Place, 50 S. 16
th

 Street, Suite 1950 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council adopt Resolution # 52-11; seconded by Mr. Weger. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Peck-aye; Papics-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION  # 53-11 - BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY JOINING THE NATIONAL 

MOMENT OF REMEMBRANCE OF THE 10th ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER 11th 

 

 WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Bloomsbury expresses their support  

of the United State's Senate regarding coming together as a Nation and ceasing all work or other 

activity for a moment of remembrance beginning at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time on 

September 11, 2011, in honor of the 10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks committed against 

the United States on September 11, 2001; and 

 

 WHEREAS, at 8:46 a.m., on September 11, 2001, hijacked American Airlines Flight 11 

crashed into the upper portion of the North Tower of the World Trade Center in New York City, 

New York; and 

 

 WHEREAS, 17 minutes later, at 9:03 a.m., hijacked United Airlines Flight 175 crashed 

into the South Tower of the World Trade Center; and 

 



 
 6 

 WHEREAS, at 9:37 a.m., the west wall of the Pentagon was hit by hijacked American 

Airlines Flight 77, the impact of which caused immediate and catastrophic damage to the 

headquarters of the Department of Defense; and 

 

 WHEREAS, at approximately 10:00 a.m., the passengers and crew of hijacked United 

Airlines Flight 93 acted heroically to retake control of the airplane and thwart the taking of 

additional American lives by crashing the airliner in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and, in doing so, 

gave their lives to save countless others; and 

 

 WHEREAS, nearly 3,000 innocent civilians were killed in the heinous attacks of 

September 11, 2001; and 

 

 WHEREAS, tens of thousands of individuals narrowly escaped the attacks at the 

Pentagon and World Trade Center and, as witnesses to this tragedy, are forever changed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, countless fire departments, police departments, first responders, 

governmental officials, workers, emergency medical personnel, and volunteers responded 

immediately and heroically to those horrific events; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Fire Department of New York suffered 343 fatalities on September 11, 

2001, the largest loss of life of any emergency response agency in United States history; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Port Authority Police Department suffered 37 fatalities in the attacks, 

the largest loss of life of any police force in United States history in a single day; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the New York Police Department suffered 23 fatalities as a result of the 

terrorist attacks; and 

 

 WHEREAS,  the impact of that day on public health continues through 2011, as nearly 

90,000 people are at risk of or suffering from negative health effects as a result of the events of 

September 11, 2001, including 14,000 workers and 2,400 community residents who are sick, and 

tens of thousands of others whose health is being monitored; and 

 

 WHEREAS, 10 years later, the people of the United States and people around the world 

continue to mourn the tremendous loss of innocent life on that fateful day; and 

 

 WHEREAS, 10 years later, thousands of men and women in the United States Armed 

Forces remain in harm’s way defending the United States against those who seek to threaten the 

United States; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on the 10th anniversary of this tragic day, the thoughts of the people of the 

United States are with all of the victims of the events of September 11, 2001 and their families; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the lives of Americans were changed forever on September 11, 2001, when 

events threatened the American way of life; and 
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 WHEREAS, in 2009, Congress and the President joined together to designate September 

11 as a National Day of Service and Remembrance under the Serve America Act (Public Law 

111–13; 123 Stat. 1460); and 

 

 WHEREAS, in September 2009 and 2010, President Obama issued Proclamation 8413 

(74 Fed. Reg. 47045) and Proclamation 8559 (75 Fed. Reg. 56463) proclaiming September 11, 

2009, and September 11, 2010, respectively, as Patriot Day and National Day of Service and 

Remembrance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, September 11 will never, and should never, be just another day in the hearts 

and minds of all people of the United States; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Borough of 

Bloomsbury: 

 

 (1) recognizes September 11, 2011, as a day of solemn commemoration of the events of 

 September 11, 2001, and a day to come together as a Nation; and 

 

 (2) offers its deepest and most sincere condolences to the families, friends, and loved 

 ones of the innocent victims of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks; and 

 

 (3) honors the heroic service, actions, and sacrifices of first responders, law enforcement 

 personnel, State and local officials, volunteers, and countless others who aided the 

 innocent victims of those attacks and, in doing so, bravely risked and often gave their 

 own lives; and 

 

 (4) recognizes the valiant service, actions, and sacrifices of United States personnel, 

 including members of the United States Armed Forces, the United States intelligence 

 agencies, the United States diplomatic service, homeland security and law enforcement 

 personnel, and their families, who have given so much, including their lives and well-

 being, to support the cause of freedom and defend the security of the United States; and 

 

 (5) reaffirms that the people of the United States will never forget the challenges our 

 country endured on and since September 11, 2001, and will work tirelessly to defeat 

 those who attacked the United States; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on the 10th anniversary of this tragic day in United 

States history the governing body of the Borough of Bloomsbury calls upon all of the people and 

institutions of the United States to observe a moment of remembrance on September 11, 2011, 

including (i) media outlets; (ii) houses of worship; (iii) military organizations; (iv) veterans 

organizations; (v) airlines; (vi) airports; (vii) railroads; (viii) sports teams; (ix) the Federal 

Government; (x) State and local governments; (xi) police, fire, and other public institutions; (xii) 

educational institutions; (xiii) businesses; and (xiv) other public and private institutions; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the Borough of Bloomsbury 

encourages the observance of the moment of remembrance to last for 1 minute beginning at 1:00 

p.m. Eastern Daylight Time by, to the maximum extent practicable ceasing all work or other 

activity; and marking the moment in an appropriate manner, including by ringing bells, blowing 

whistles, or sounding sirens. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 53-11; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

BEST PRACTICES WORKSHEET- 

 

RESOLUTION # 56-11 - RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE BEST PRACTICES 

WORKSHEET FOR 2011 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 56-11; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  

Tersigni abstained. All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

BOROUGH STREET LIGHTS- 

The Clerk reported that she has begun an inventory of Borough Street Lights and believes we 

might be paying for more than we have and has been in contact with JCP&L regarding the same. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weger; seconded by Mrs. 

Tersigni.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10 AM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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BOROUGH OF BLOOMSBURY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on September 27, 2011 at Borough Hall, 

91 Brunswick Avenue, Bloomsbury, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM 

by the reading of the Sunshine Law by Lisa Burd. 

 

As required by the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, adequate notice of this meeting was 

provided on January 13, 2011 by the Publication of said notice in the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and the posting of said notice in the Municipal Building on the same date. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  Chris James – arrived 7:32  Martha Tersigni     

   Vicky Papics    Eric Weger  

   Steven Shelton - absent  Mark Peck, Mayor   

        William Edleston, Esq.  

              

FLAG SALUTE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of July 26, 2011; seconded 

by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council approve the Re-scheduled Meeting Minutes of September 8, 2011; 

seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of July 26, 2011; 

seconded by Mrs. Tersigni.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORTS 

Mrs. Papics moved Council accept the Tax Collector's Monthly Reports dated July 31, 2011; and 

August 31, 2011; seconded by Mr. Weger. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Peck-aye; Papics-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST 

Council briefly discussed the reimbursement of Assessor’s expenses line item on the bill list for 

$333.91.  Council will further consider the matter. Mr. Weger moved to accept the bill list of 

September 27, 2011; except for the Tax Assessor’s expenses; seconded Mrs. Tersigni. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Peck-aye; Papics-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye. Motion carried. 
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CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 

Mr. Creveling stated that the property owner of the abandoned home next to the post office have 

been served notice for their property maintenance violation.  He explained that he had been 

dealing with Bank of America property maintenance group who have scheduled estimates be 

done, but then it would rain and they said the grass could not mowed.  This happened repeatedly 

and to date the lawn has still not been mowed.  Discussion followed.  Moving forward the 

property owners will receive a violation and a contractor will be hired to mow the property and 

the cost of the same will become a lien against the property. 

 

Mr. Creveling and Mr. Edleston will meet to go over the Ordinances and discuss how to proceed. 

 

CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

 

Willow Avenue Flood Damage- 

The Clerk reported that the Engineer obtained one quote for the Willow Avenue Project which 

came in at $19,000.  Mr. Francisco stated that the bid threshold is $17,500 but that if necessary 

work is declared an emergency we can proceed with the work without going through the normal 

bid process. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council declare three Willow Avenue Road washout as an emergency repair; 

seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Council reviewed the memo from Mr. Roseberry dated September 15, 2011. 

 

Woodland Terrace Stormdrain- 

Mayor Peck explained that between 9 & 11 Woodland Terrace the man hole cover to a drainage 

basin has blown off several time, indicating there is a blockage further down the line.  The Clerk 

stated that the area is totally overgrown and right now there is no access to the next catch basin.   

Mrs. Tersigni stated that we have been approached by another municipality who have equipment 

and may be able to assist with the land clearing and the clearing of that basin through a shared 

service.  Mayor Peck will reach out to them. 

 

Mayor Peck stated that the other issue seems to be on the Railroad tracks and affecting property 

owners on North Street.  The Clerk stated with the unprecedented rain, sections of the tracks 

were covered with debris.  She explained that she met with a representative from Norfolk 

Southern who is looking into who is responsible for the tracks.  He stated that if Norfolk 

Southern still is that he would be able to get the cross pipes which may be blocked or clogged 

with debris cleared.  He also said that if there was an appropriate location he may even be able to 

add another cross pipe.  The Clerk explained that she is still waiting to hear back from him, but 

will reach out to him again next week if she does not. 

 

Mrs. Koonce, 95 Main Street stated that they were in the middle of a river twice during the 

storm.  She explained that the water came over the tracks, down the hill, across North Street and 

into their yard and basement.  She stated that there is drainage ditch on the tracks which they feel 

is overgrown and questioned if it would be cleared.  Discussion followed.   

 



 
 3 

Mr. Koonce presented pictures of the flooding to Council.  He said that the drainage pipe seems 

to have little water traveling through it.  The Clerk stated that she will share these pictures with 

the Railroad representative if need be.  Mr. Koonce stated that the flooding has cost them about 

$2,000 to date and that they were denied by FEMA when he attempted to apply for funding 

online.  Mrs. Papics will assist them by providing additional information on how to apply for 

possible funds which may become available.  The Clerk will meet with Mr. Koonce and other 

Borough representatives for a site walk through. 

 

Jim Price 11 Woodland Terrace - explained to Council that in the past year the manhole cover on 

the storm water basin has blown off a few times and water has rushed out causing some erosion 

on the bank.   The Clerk stated that the Borough Engineer has also been out to the site and 

believes that in the near term a cover with a grate that would allow water com out should be 

installed- at least temporarily. She explained that according to the plans there is a second basin 

about 200' away through the thick brush and trees and they are working on getting someone with 

appropriate equipment in to try to gain access to that site. 

 

Cathy Foulk Main Street - asked what will happen on Main Street where the water runs down the 

road. Discussion followed.  Mayor Peck explained that the Borough has been received a grant to 

begin substantial work on Main Street and we are applying for a second round of funding- which 

would include drainage enhancements.  He explained that as grant funding becomes available we 

hope to do one section per year and maybe in three years we will have made our way to that end 

of Main Street.   

 

Ms. Foulk asked if in the mean time the Fire Department could re-route the water down to the 

river. Mayor Peck stated that he doesn't know how they would be able to do that.  Ms. Foulk 

stated that they could pump t like they do basements.  The Clerk will reach out to the Fire 

Department for an answer regarding the same. 

 

Mayor Peck explained that as of right now the priority is restoring Willow Avenue because it is 

washed out, then the Woodland Terrace pipe, and whatever we can do on North Street and 

eventually Bethlehem Avenue. 

 

Discussion followed. 

 

Mayor Peck added that in the past he has had the Borough Engineer meet with the Engineer from 

Bethlehem Township and walk the development which is up the hill and they take the position 

that water runs down hill. 

 

Mr., James joined Council at the table. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

V.Papics 

  

BCC -  
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● Mrs. Papics stated that the BCC will be hosting a Halloween Parade on Sunday Oct 30 

 2pm beginning at the school and ending at the Fire House. 

 

OEM -  

● Mrs. Papics reported that she has submitted preliminary damage assessment report for 

 Hurricane Irene with the assistance of the Borough Engineer totally over $27,000. The 

 Tropical Storm Lee PDA submitted for retention basin for another $12,000. Today she 

 submitted a request for public assistance in order for the Borough to receive FEMA 

 funding. 

 

Bloomsbury Hose Company- 

  

● Fall Fantasy will be held in November and as of September 12, 2011 they had 103 calls 

 to date and between Irene and Lee they had over 20 pump outs.  The Fire Department 

 would like the Code Enforcement Officer to follow up on their request to have property 

 owners clear  low hanging branches from School Street so that they have access to homes 

 with the new pumper should an emergency occur. 

 

Rescue Squad -  

● The Pohatcong Township football game issue has been cleared up.  The Rescue Squad 

 stated that they are looking for their paperwork which outlines their 99 year lease. 

 

C. James: 

 

Newsletter- 

 

● Mr. James reported that he believes his computer will be fixed soon and he will get the 

 newsletter out. 

 

Environmental Commission- 

 

● An Environmental Commission Meeting will be held later this week. 

 

M. Tersigni: 

 

Planning Board - 

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the September meeting was canceled due to lack of pending 

 business.  She explained that the Board is waiting for a draft solar and wind energy 

 Ordinance from the attorney and they will forward the same to Council for their 

 consideration hopefully in October. 

 

Finance –  

 

● Mrs. Tersigni requested that Council begin to develop a list of things that need to be 

completed by year end because Kim is looking at numbers and we may need to transfer 
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some funds.  Council members will forward their recommendations and requests to the 

Clerk and then a subcommittee review and prioritize. 

 

Borough Equipment -   

 

● Mrs. Tersigni stated that the old leaf vac is now being stored outside of the garage and it 

is not useful even for parts.  Mrs. Tersigni asked if Council would authorize having the 

DPW to take it for scrap. Discussion followed.  

 

Mrs. Tersigni moved Council authorize the non-functioning leaf vac be taken to the junk 

yard for scrap; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Recycling – 

 

● The Clerk will reach out to Steve Douglas requesting he provide Council with the 2011 

recycling tonnage to date and a comparison between 2010 and 2011. 

M.Peck: 

AQUA- 

● Mayor Peck reported that interconnection between Bloomsbury and Aqua’s line from 

Phillipsburg has been completed and on or about October 1, 2011 the reservoir will be 

taken off  line to make necessary repairs.  Work should be completed by Thanksgiving.  

Residential consumers should not experience any loss in pressure.  Discussion followed.   

 

Fall Brush Clean Up –  

 

● Mayor Peck announced that fall brush pick up will be October 3 – 10, 2011. 

 

Leaf Pick Up -  

 

●  Mayor Peck announced that fall leaf pick up will be October 17
th

 – November 28, 2011. 

 

An email alert Reminder will be sent out this week. 

 

STATE POLICE REPORT 

No report. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Pine Hollow Reservoir Property – Holland Township 

Mayor Peck explained that he received an email from the County regarding our offer to donate 

this property to the County.  The County will gladly accept the land but there are some title 

issues which need to be worked out. 
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Mr. Weger moved Council authorize Mr. Edleston to undertake such research which is necessary 

to accomplish the transfer of this land to the County; seconded by Mrs. Papics. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: James-aye; Papics-aye; Tersigni-aye; Weger-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTION  # 48-11 - RESOLUTION OF APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT 

APPLICATION AND EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO MAIN 

STREET - PHASE II 

 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to 

submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2012 - Bloomsbury Borough - 00354 to 

the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Bloomsbury. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign 

the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Bloomsbury and that their signature constitutes 

acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the 

grant agreement. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council adopt Resolution # 48-11; seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

BOROUGH PHONE CHAIN 

Mayor Peck explained he received an email request that Council look into the possibility of 

creating a phone chain or alert when important information needs to get out to the public.  Mr. 

James will attempt to get information about the Honeywell system at work and report back to 

Council. 

 

MAIN STREET PHASE I 

Council discussed status of the Main Street Phase I project new bid specs which are to include 

bid options.  The Clerk will contact the Engineer to see where this matter stands. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Council reviewed correspondence. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Karen Murray, 120 Willow Avenue reported that her son Aaron is working on installing the patio 

around the flag pole, a solar flag pole light is on order and hardware for the flag pole has been 

purchased. She stated that poison ivy has been removed, mums planted and bulbs have been 

ordered for planting.  The old sign has been removed and taken to the Borough Park for use there 
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and the new sign is on order.  The electric has been re-wired properly and an outlet has been 

installed under the tree for use for the annual tree lighting.   

Mrs. Murray added that he will be hosting a flag raising ceremony at Point Park on Saturday, 

October 22, 2011 at 1:30 PM. 

Ilse Goshen, 69 Main Street stated that Debbie Hill-Whipple who runs the DARE program at 

BES would like to have the kids plant red tulips at Point Park and when they bloom it will be 

alcohol awareness week. She requested permission from Council and Mrs. Murray to have the 

students plant them at Point Park.  Discussion followed.  Mrs. Goshen stated that they want to 

plant 175 bulbs in all between the ark and the school. The Clerk suggested that there may be 

space at Mayor Tuxhorn Park around the sign for them or in the beds at the Fire House.  Mrs. 

Goshen will work with Mr. Heinrich, Mrs. Murray and the School to plant them in appropriate 

areas as discussed and Mrs. Hill-Whipple will coordinate everything through the Clerk. 

 

Rick Koppe, Main Street asked if there was any location where grass clippings can be disposed 

of.  Discussion followed. The Clerk will ask that Steve Douglas reach out to other local 

municipalities to see if they accept grass clippings and if so if a shared service could be arranged 

to allow Borough residents to recycle the same at their facility. 

 

Mike Galuppo, 26 Main Street stated that a few weeks ago the town had a special meeting to 

reject the bids for the Main Street Phase I Project.  He stated that he would like an explanation of 

what happened and if the bids were not up to state codes. Mayor Peck stated that Council has 

requested the Borough Engineer prepare a memo to explain why the bids came in significantly 

higher than the grant amount received.  

 

Mr. Galuppo stated that at the meeting on August 1
st
 that he specifically asked if he had done his 

due diligence and if the money appropriated will cover the bid spec and he said Mr. Roseberry 

said he was 100% confident that it would. Mr. Galuppo stated that when we find out what went 

wrong, because if we spent $15,000 on an Engineer and he got it wrong, then we should look for 

a new Engineer. Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Galuppo stated after AQUA dug up the section of road to replace water service lines that it is 

worse than it was before. Mayor Peck stated that Council had no reason to believe that the road 

reconstruction project would not move forward and did not want to put in a nice new roadway 

only to have it torn up because utility work was needed.   

 

Rebecca Petri, Main Street thanked the Mayor and Council for applying for the Grant and 

pursuing the project. She asked if there is time line for which the project must be completed 

before funding is lost.  Discussion followed.  

 

Mr. Weger stated that Council understood that this section of Main Street was the most difficult 

due to grade change and other issues, but that work had to begin at that end of Main Street so 

that drainage improvements can be made.   
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Marianne Trainer, 57 Main Street stated that the School Board sent a letter to all of the Town 

Council Members and asked if everyone got it. She then asked why it had not been included 

under correspondence and if everyone on Council agreed with the Mayor’s response to the 

Board. 

 

Marnie Carrick, 58 Main Street said she wondered when Council members got the letter and if 

they had a chance to look at the response from the Mayor. She said the letter was sent to the 

individual Council members, not to the Mayor and that his response was sent on Borough 

Letterhead.  

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that she picked up her packet on Friday but did not open it until 5:00 this 

evening. Mrs. Carrick stated that the letters went through the US mail to individual Council 

Members.  The Clerk explained that they were mailed to Borough Hall and put into Council 

Members mailboxes when received and she could not say when Council members checked their 

mailboxes. Discussion followed. 

 

Mayor Peck stated that the issues of services which are provided to the school by the Borough 

comes up every year and certain Council members say why are we doing it, and voice concerns 

about not being able to afford to do so and that this year, every group is taking funding hits. 

Mrs., Trainer asked if Council has agreed to no longer change the battery in the cross walk. 

Mayor Peck stated that if it is our obligation, that we will continue to do so. He said he is 

permitted to make an executive decision when needed and that we have not had a Council 

meeting since the subject came up.  Mayor peck reiterated that the Governing Body will do that 

which we are obligated to do, but as for any extras which may have been done in the past, we are 

not in the position to do that anymore.   

 

Mrs. Trainer told Mayor Peck that he said we will no longer provide services to the school 

because he was mad over a personal, and Mayor Peck stated that that was not the language he 

had used, but he had been angry and apologized for that.  

 

Mrs. Carrick stated that Mayor Peck came to a School Board meeting and said certain things on 

the record and Mayor stated he did so as an individual and that he made that clear. Mrs. Carrick 

stated that the things he said to Marianne were as the mayor and Mayor Peck stated that was 

incorrect and that his comments were made as an individual, a tax payer and a parent. Discussion 

followed. 

 

Mayor Peck stated that this discussion can be continued off line but that it is not germane to 

Council business.  Mayor Peck stated again that anything that we statutorily or contractually 

need to provide, we will and that if Council disagrees and think we should continue to provide 

services that we are not obligated to provide in an era of very tight resources when everyone else 

is being cut, then say so. Discussion followed. 

 

Mr. Weger moved Council go into executive session so that discussion can be held and a 

decision can be reached as a group.  Mr. James stated that he through the Executive Session on 

the agenda was intended to handle this subject. Mrs. Tersigni stated that the executive Session 

listed on the agenda had nothing to do with this subject.  Mayor Peck asked if this was a proper 
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subject for executive session and Mr. Edleston stated yes, as expenditure of public funds. Mayor 

Peck asked that that motion be held and asked if there was any other public comment. 

 

Mr. Galuppo stated that when he was on the Board when the blinking light was installed there 

was a lot of discussion on who was responsible for it. He said the Borough and the Borough 

Engineer did take on the responsibility year after year, and asked if they now some sort of 

assumed responsibility now. Mayor Peck stated that in the past when we would receive an email 

or get a call to change the timing of the light, the Borough Engineer would do it.  

 

Mrs. Tersigni stated that it is possible that the entire sign may have to be scrapped as it may not 

be repairable.  The Clerk stated that she understands that the Engineer and Manufacturer do not 

think a new battery will fix it.  Mr. Galuppo agreed that this would be whole different matter. 

 

Mr. Koppe asked if the Borough received any FEMA funding for Hurricane damage.  Mayor 

Peck stated that no funding has been received yet, but that OEM Coordinator has submitted 

applications for the same. 

 

Mayor Peck stated there is a motion on the record to enter into Executive Session. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a 

meeting, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Bloomsbury has deemed it 

necessary to go into a closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the 

public,  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Bloomsbury will go into closed session for the following reasons as outlined in N.J.S.A. 

10:14-2 to discuss the expenditure of public funds. 

Mr. Weger made a motion to go into closed session, seconded by Mrs. Papics.  All ayes, motion 

carried. 

  

Discussion followed.  

 

Council returned from executive session at approximately 9:25 PM.   

 

Mrs. Papics moved Council re-enter regular session, seconded by Mr. Weger.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mayor Peck stated that the Agenda will be amended to include the letter from the Board of 

Education dated September 7, 2011 and the Mayor’s letter of response of September 13, 2011. 

 

Mayor Peck apologized to the Members of the Governing Body for bringing them into his 

personal matter and clearly he was acting in his personal interest and not on behalf of the town.  
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He further explained that he is appointing a sub-committee to reach out to meet with the board to 

discuss certain budgetary and shared service opportunities. 

 

Mr. Weger and Mr. James volunteered to be in the sub-committee. 

 

Mayor Peck reiterated to the public present that he has appointed Councilman Weger and 

Councilman James to reach out to the Board of Education to discuss services that we have 

traditionally provided, services that we must provide and to the extent that they are not statutorily 

or contractually mandated, if there is possible shared service opportunities where we can 

reciprocally assist each other.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Mrs. Papics; seconded by Mr. 

Weger.  All ayes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa A. Burd, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 
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